
DBC Eco Church Newsletter 

January 2026 

 
Welcome to our Newsletter. 
 

For more information about the 
Dronfield Baptist Eco Church Group 
contact – margaret.keen@talk21.com 
 

* * * * * 

Welcome to a new year of Eco Church 
Newsletters.  If you are making new 
year’s resolutions why not make one to 
have a greener, more eco friendly year. 
 

* * * * * 
Do you have a draughty door?  Is your 
door letting a draught through 
underneath?  Do you want a cheap and 
easy fix?  According to which the 
cheapest most effective draught 
excluder is simply to roll up a towel and 
put it in front of the draughty door.  
Admittedly you will have to replace it 
every time the door is opened but it 
proved extremely effective.  
Alternatively you can purchase a brush 
door excluder for between £3.00 and 
£20.00.  This will have to be cut to size 
and fitted but this is relatively easy and 
it doesn’t have to be replaced every 
time the door is opened.  Doing either of 
thee methods would save you money 
and keep you warmer. 
 

* * * * * 
COP30 
 
COP30 ended with a fizzle.  Fossil fuels 
– the driving cause of global heating – 
were not explicitly mentioned in the 
text, only in side-conversations about a 
future fossil fuel phase out.  The 
Guardian reported “The world edged a 
small step closer to the end of the fossil  

 
fuel era, but not nearly enough to stave 
off the ravages of climate breakdown.  
Countries meeting in Brazil could 
manage only a voluntary agreement to 
begin discussions on a roadmap to an 
eventual phase out of fossil fuels, and 
they achieved this incremental progress 
only in the teeth of implacable 
opposition from oil-producing 
countries”  
 
Fortunately, the incredible rise of 
renewables – particularly solar, means 
the fossil fuel era will end sooner rather 
than later, in the meantime, there are 
important questions such as How long 
will it take for global greenhouse gas 
emissions to begin falling?  How quickly 
can emissions fall, and what damage 
will have been done in the meantime? 
And in the absence of political 
leadership how can civil society – 
especially churches – hasten the 
transition to renewables? 
 
(Operations Noah Website) 
 

* * * * * 
 
Is There Plastic In Your Tea? 
 
Love your cuppa but concerned about 
its environment and health impact?  
Many tea bags contain plastics that 
break down into microplastics, harming 
our planet and potentially our bodies.  
Here are some plastic free options. 
 
Clipper string and tag bags. 
Dragonfly string and tag tea bags. 
Hampstead 
Pukka 
Twining’s (string and tag bags) 
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Make sure you check on the labelling, 
also to make sure if they are home 
compostable. 
 

* * * * *  
 
Is Your Bank Funding the Climate 
Crisis? 
 
The majority of the major banks all 
invest in fossil fuel companies.  The 
worst offenders are – Chase, Santander, 
HSBC (including First Direct), Barclays, 
Lloyds (including Halifax and Bank of 
Scotland), Nat West and Danske Bank. 
 
What can you do if your bank is listed 
above?  Try one of the Eco Providers 
(Triodos or The Co-operative Bank), or 
a building society.  Be careful though – 
Nationwide having recently taken over 
Virgin Money which has investments in 
fossil fuels. 
 

* * * * * 
 
Anti-deforestation laws. 
 
New deforestation laws in the EU – and 
a similar one coming in the UK – are 
aiming to clean up supply chains for 
products like cocoa, coffee, palm oil and 
timber.  That sounds positive, but 
unless thee rules are designed with 
farmers in mind, they could do more 
harm than good. 
 
Millions of smallholder farmers could 
be shut out of global markets if they 
can’t meet new costly requirements, 
like tracing every product to a specific 
farm or proving compliance with 
complex land laws.  Without proper 
support, this could lead to farmers 
losing income, land, and access to vital 
buyers.   

 
Transform Trade is calling for farmers 
to be properly consulted, paid fairly, 
and supported to meet the new rules.  
They want the UK Government and 
companies to take real responsibility – 
not pass the cost down the chain.  
Together, we can stand up for fairer 
trade and make sure climate action 
includes justice for the people who 
grow the world’s food. 
 
 
(Trade Matters Magazine) 
 

* * * * * 
 
The Big Plastic Count is Back for 
2026! 
 
Work is currently going on behind the 
scenes getting ready to ick off an 
exciting new era for The Big Plastic 
Count as they embark on a 4 year 
project funded by the National Lottery 
Community Fund. 
 
The campaign will be used to explore 
the 9impact that plastic has throughout 
its life cycle – on the climate, our health 
and on the most vulnerable members of 
our society. 
 
More updates to follow, including the 
date of the next Count in March 2026. 
 
(Big Plastic Count Website) 
 

* * * * * 
 


