Notes on Ephesians 1:11—12, 15—109, Joshua 1 : 1 — 9 ‘The Inheritance of Love’

Today I am in my pink t-shirt and tutu, though I did think the bunny ears would have
been a bit too much!! I wore them because I took part in the Sparkle Walk to help raise
money for the Ashgate Hospice. Last year there were about 3,500 walkers and to see
the ‘river’ of pink, flashing ears and tutus walking down the A61 was amazing. Many
people walked to raise money for all that Ashgate does, while for others it was to
remember loved ones who had died and for others it was a sign of their determination
to fight cancer. It was a joy to start and it was a joy to reach the end, and reaching the
end is the heart of what Paul is saying here in verses 11 and 12. When Paul speaks of
‘end’ here in Ephesians 1 what he is thinking of is the ‘goal’ to which God is working
toward. In verses 9 and 10 Paul describes this as the time when all things in heaven
and on earth will be brought together in Jesus. In verses 11 and 12 we are reminded
that God’s Plans and Purposes begun with the Jews, and Israel, but now they are being
seen in the life and ministry of the Church, which for Paul was a Jew and Gentile
community. Paul reminds the Ephesians, and us, that we are to soak ourselves in these
Old Testament promises which have been reformed in Jesus so that we may be
stronger in our love for Jesus, that we may grow in faith and in obedience to Jesus.

In 1988 the Ashgate Hospice opened to provide end of life care for those who whose
conditions were terminal and for their families before and after their death. Its vision
is ‘We aim to provide, educate and campaign for excellent palliative and end-of-life
care and bereavement support. We aspire to be a centre of excellence — working as
part of the wider health system with energy, openness and compassion.” Every patient
and family they meet reminds and inspires all who work there to fulfil their vision and
this is what Paul does. Who are the ‘we’ Paul speaks of in verse 11? The answer is the
Jews, or Israel. For both Jesus and for Paul this is their story and the heart of their
identity going back approximately 4200 years when God called Abraham. Please
ponder and think about this number and perhaps to make it a bit meaningful 4200
years is roughly 1.5million days. This is a breathtaking length of time and it shows us
something of the height and length and breadth and depth of God’s Plans and
Purposes. It reminds us of how determined God is to see his Plans and Purposes
through and for his people’s faith, hope and love to flourish and grow through times
of joy as well as times of sorrow.

Paul’s I-o-n-g list of blessings from verse 3 to 12 point to our rich history and the
pilgrimage we all share in. They encourage us to read and know the Old Testament so
that we may know God’s intent from the beginning and to read and know the New
Testament so that we may learn just how much Jesus has reimagined it and how his
life, death and resurrection has completed it. All of this is the background to the rich
Old Testament word ‘inheritance’ and why Paul chooses to use it. When the Old
Testament speaks of inheritance its primary focus is on the land Israel lived in.

The book of Joshua tells us how God’s promises given to Abraham were fulfilled.
Here we read of how Israel were commanded to live out her vocation of being a
Kingdom of priests who shine like lights to and be a means of blessing to the world.
Later on, in chapters 11 to 21, there is a seemingly never-ending description of how
the land was distributed to each tribe. To be honest we tend to find this to be long and



tedious but for Israel, whenever they heard it being read, they remembered the land
was their inheritance and of God keeping his promise. This list, like here in Ephesians
1, reminded Israel of God’s many blessings, his goodness, his love and his faithfulness
to the Covenant. However, the book of Joshua also describes Israel’s destruction of
cities and the killing of their inhabitants, which sounds more like genocide then
blessing to us. How are to respond to this? A very brief answer is that it is tied up with
an Ancient Near East mindset where God removes chaos or disorder, which these
nations represented, and the threat they represented to the life and ongoing witness
of Israel as they tempted Israel to become just like them and so threaten Israel’s own
very existence.

In the New Testament we see the growth and expansion of what inheritance now
means. Instead of only a small part of the world being ‘holy’, now because Jesus died
and was raised for the world so the whole world now ‘holy’. Therefore, for us it means
Dronfield is ‘holy’, it means the places where we work, rest and play are ‘holy’ and
therefore the whole of our lives are ‘holy’ to Jesus. We no longer agree that life can be
divided between the sacred and the secular as all our lives are included in our
pilgrimage with Jesus. What this also means is that the promises of land given to Israel
in the Old Testament are no longer valid. Instead, these promises now act as signposts
to God’s wider Plans and Purposes for the whole of creation we have in Jesus. For us
personally we know our inheritance is being forgiven, being redeemed with a price
greater that we can ever know, rejoicing in our adoption as a child of God, delighting
in being chosen to serve Jesus, comforted by God’s predestined determination for us
to become more like Jesus, assured that we are blameless in God’s sight, declared holy,
filled with hope, looking at life with faith filled eyes and loved beyond all measure. We
know all of these blessings are true because we have been sealed by the Spirit who is
the guarantor of these promises, but more about that next time. And there is more.
Our inheritance includes our sharing in the resurrection and being part of God’s new
creation when heaven and earth will be made one. We will all live to see the fulfilment
of all of God’s Plans and Purposes. We will all rejoice and be glad in that day. We will
all know that God is good.

The best way I can think of concluding speaking about inheritance is to point us all
to the parable Jesus told which speaks about inheritance the best, I mean the Parable
of the Prodigal Son. It was the younger son who wanted his inheritance now and not
just in the future. If I dare make that comparison but this is how we are all to live now.
Yes, our inheritance is safe and secure in Jesus and one day we will all be blessed
beyond all thought and understanding yet we don’t merely hope for our inheritance,
we also want to live it now. Like the younger son we are to ask and ask and ask that
we may receive our share now. Like the Father in the parable, our Father gives and
gives and gives and he will give us what we ask for because he loves us. As our
inheritance is so vast, so we are unable to receive it all at once, which is why we are
given a guarantee now but this is an abundant amount as it is. So go on ask, receive
and live out your inheritance now and tomorrow and for ever.



