Notes on Luke 24 verses 1 - 12 ‘The Great Escape’

Today is Easter Sunday when we celebrate Jesus being raised from the dead. We
celebrate the day when the world was forever changed. We celebrate Jesus being
declared Lord of all and his being vindicated for all that he has done for us.

From Marilyn...

A popular game when I was a little girl at school, was to play “opposites”, and try to
give an answer before anyone else did. So.... good...bad, bright...dull, coming...going,
hot...cold etc.

We have just heard the first Easter Sunday message again and from Friday to Sunday,
there are so many “opposites” in the life of the characters and events involved. Can
you name them? sorrow...joy, darkness...light, despair...hope, emptiness...purpose,
brokenness...healing, death.. life,

If we were to join these opposites together in a paperchain, it would remind us that
our lives are made up in a chain of situations and emotions. Is that about right? Do
we need any reminding of that? Like Mary visiting the tomb, our lives and view of life
can be turned around, sometimes in a moment. That, though life can be hard to bear
sometimes, it promises through God’s love for us shown in the Easter story and
beyond, to bring joy that will never end. Can we savour this joy along the way?

Referring to a paperchain, you and I are in this life together, joined together,
walking alongside each other, sharing our “opposites” at different times in our lives.
Supporting rather than living as separate links. In a chain, we can be strong.

Matthew’s parallel account of Easter Sunday morning makes some clear points:

Mary, in her grief, was looking for Jesus in the wrong place. He wasn’t in the
tomb, He was risen, and she was instructed by the angel that she should go quickly
and tell the other disciples. Then, although she was still afraid of what could
possibly have happened and would happen, she was filled with JOY, and it was in
her actual GOING and doing as she was told, that she met Jesus, alive.

Is that a message for you and me?
From Andy...

One of the most recognisable film theme tunes is that of ‘The Great Escape’. On the
poster that advertised the film it said it was based on a true story and ours is a true
story too!! Today is Easter Sunday and it is our great celebration day. It is when we
cheer, when we whoop, when we laugh, when we sing and when we dance because we
want to celebrate that Jesus has been resurrected and nothing can be the same again.
Our cross celebrates this by how it’s been decorated with a white cloth. But what does
this white cloth stand for?



The white stands for the angels who were dressed in white when they asked the
women such fantastic questions as ‘Why are you crying?’ and ‘Who is it you're looking
for?’ It was these same angels who then sent the women to go and tell the men the
Good News that Jesus has been raised from the dead. The white also stands for the
power and glory of Jesus’ resurrection and the great opposites Marilyn spoke about
which we celebrate at Easter. The white stands for the shroud Jesus was buried in and
yet broke free from and at Easter we celebrate and live in all that Jesus’ resurrection
has set us free from.

Jesus’ resurrection means that we are no longer blind as we have been set free from
being blind to who Jesus is and him being at work within our lives and our town. It
means we no longer wear earmuffs as we have been set free from being deaf to Jesus
and we can now hear his voice in the Bible, in our hearts and through others by the
Spirit. It means we are no longer gagged as we have been set free from not speaking
or testifying about Jesus and his goodness, faithfulness, kindness and love to us all. It
means we are no longer handcuffed as we have been set free from using our hands for
wrong, instead we can now use our hands for goodness, kindness and service, or in
other words love. It means our feet are no longer shackled as we have now been set
free to follow Jesus wherever he leads us, to cross the road and help our neighbour
and to journey alongside each other.

Easter is when we celebrate Jesus’ great escape. We hear his cry of tetelestai, it is
finished, reverberating from the cross and the tomb such that heaven rejoices and hell
shudders with fear. Easter is our celebration day, our joyful day, our escape day as we
can see clearly now, we can hear Jesus & not go pardon? we can speak for Jesus as if
we’ve kissed the Blarney Stone, we can hold our hands out to others in need and we
can walk together for Jesus.

This is what the Gospels say the women did that first Easter Day — may we all go and
do this too.



