
Notes on Ephesians 1 : 1 – 2, 4 : 11 – 16; 1 Tim 1 : 12 – 17  ‘The Vision of Love’ 
 
  There are lots of photographs of Donald Trump when he was inaugurated as 
the new President of the United States and the inspiration for many of them is 
their likeness to his mug shot when he was arrested in 2023. The picture 
describes his determination and fearlessness in pursuing his vision as President 
and the new world order he wishes to establish. Paul is equally envisioned as an 
Apostle and he is passionate for us to know, to love, to be animated, to be 
excited, to be enthused by Jesus’ vision as described by Paul for Christians and 
the church through all of time. But we need to be aware of the cost to us of this 
amazing grace, this amazing love and this is our willing and glad submission to 
the authority of Jesus as Lord, to the rule of Scripture and to Paul as an Apostle. 
To put dimply, if we are to Practice Resurrection then all we are to do is to love 
and obey Jesus in all of our lives. 
 
  This week was Holocaust Memorial Day and it was the 80th anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz, a symbol of a very different sort of world order. 
Auschwitz epitomises something of what Paul is thinking of in Ephesians 6 
when he speaks of principalities and powers and the tyranny, evil and genocide 
that usually go alongside it. Yet, even in the midst of such darkness there is light 
and I discovered such light when I read a book called the “Librarian of 
Auschwitz”. The book tells the story of a 14-year-old Jewish girl called Dita 
Kraus who, because she was responsible for the tiny library in Auschwitz, was 
able to shed light into the lives of the children there despite the brutality and 
savagery of the Nazis and death around her. The Apostle Paul was equally 
animated by the vision given to him by Jesus of how life was to be lived. 
 
  We find his vision in chapter 4 verse 13 where we are told to reach to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ. How are we to do this? Paul’s answer is in 
verse 11 and his description of the five-fold ministry of Apostles, Prophets, 
Evangelists, Pastors and Teachers. Through this diverse ministry we are all able 
to grow in orthodoxy, that is in our knowledge of Jesus, and to grow in 
orthohexy, which are all of the relationships we share together in the church. As 
we grow in knowledge and in our relationships, so we build up the body of the 
Christ and to a watching world we demonstrate what true and genuine humanity 
looks like. To be truly and genuine human is just another way of saying when we 
seek live reaching the measure of the full stature of Christ. We also read of this 
in John 15 verses 4 and 5 when Jesus speaks of us being part of the vine and the 
gift of life we’re invited to share in when we’re joined to Jesus. Again, there is 
also an echo of Temple language here and what it is for Jesus to dwell in us and 
finally, it points to our identity as Christians, which wonderfully means ‘Little 
Christs’. It was because of this astonishing life we can have in Jesus, Paul wrote 
letters to different churches and individuals to help them become mature in 



Christ. Whether it was to Rome and the conflict between the Jewish and Gentile 
churches. Or to Corinth who had lost the plot in so many ways. Or to 
Thessalonica and their laziness. Or to Colossae who were embracing a false 
wisdom. What is unique about the letter to church in Ephesus is that it is the 
only letter where Paul does not see the need to correct them at all. 
 
  To be mature, which is reach the measure of the full stature of Christ, is the 
how and why Paul lived as an Apostle. This is the heart of his testimony in 1 
Timothy 1 verses 12 – 17 and it is the rock on which his authority he exercised 
over his churches was built and which he exercises over us too. As we read, 
study, ponder and soak ourselves in this letter to the Ephesians we are to submit 
ourselves to him and to his authority as an Apostle over us. What this means is 
that we are to dare to believe the height, length, breadth and depth of all that he 
teaches about our life in Jesus. And we are to dare to do all that Paul commands 
us to do as those who imitate him in our lives, as in 1 Corinthians 4 verse 6, or 
even more amazing as we dare to imitate God as he says in Ephesians 5 verse 1!! 
 
  All that Paul says here can be summarised as being the language of love, as in 
Ephesians 3 verses 14 – 21 and what metaphor does Paul use to understand 
love? It is marriage, as in Ephesians 5 verses 21 – 33. The metaphor of marriage 
in describing the love we know in Jesus speaks of a demanding commitment, of 
the security of legality and the demands and rewards this relationship brings 
into our lives. It is also the language of maturity to describe the best and the 
deepest of human relationships and our very ‘human’ relationship with Jesus 
too. To practice resurrection is the path to this maturity and when we live such 
a genuine humanity, we discover more and more what it means, and will mean, 
for us to be raised with Christ.  
 
 
 
 
 


