Notes on Ephesians1:1— 3, Revelation1:9 — 20,2 :1—7 ‘The Look of Love’

So how was your St Valentine’s Day? I know it was a while ago but was it noisy like
here at church or was it peaceful because your children were here at church!! Why do
we celebrate St Valentine’s Day? Yes, it is because of love, but what our card and gift
shops forget, is that it celebrates a man’s love for Jesus and it is this example we’re to
celebrate and imitate. Valentine was utterly willing to live a life of love for Jesus, even
unto death, because his love for Jesus was higher and wider and broader and deeper
than the love he was willing to give to the emperor. John, the Apostle and Pastor of
the church at Ephesus is on Patmos because of this love too. He had also refused to
love the emperor more than Jesus, he had refused to offer the pinch of incense
emperor worship required and so he was sent to Patmos to die. What about us as a
church? How much are we defined by this love of and for Jesus? How do we respond
to what John writes here in Revelation 2 verses 1 — 7?

This coming July I've been asked to preach at a wedding and I'm going to start with
a song. I've rewritten an old church song to celebrate love, and I will sing about how
Jesus’ love changes, enriches and fulfils ours. St Valentine and the Apostle John lived
a life that had been changed and enriched by Jesus’ love and it was this life which had
been modelled in and among the church at Ephesus. They knew what such a life filled
with love was, what it looked like, what it sounded like and what it felt like as it had
been demonstrated to them so that they would imitate it and live it for themselves.
But this church had lost the plot. We're not sure why, maybe it was because John was
far away in prison or maybe they had been cowed into fear and forgetfulness by the
brutality of persecution.

But before we come to the hard part, we must remember what John affirms. He
remembers their works, their labour and their endurance. These are good things and
they are not to be minimised, despised or rejected because they are worthy of
celebration. This church had wisely discerned about those who claimed leadership
over them as apostles and discovered that these apostles were nothing like John.
Perhaps what John had written in 3 John verses 9 and 10 about Diotrephes echoes
their discernment too. The church had also been patient and persevering in hardship
and they had resisted and rejected the heresy of the Nicolaitans which maybe is what
John is referring to in 2 John verses 7 — 11. But, as important and as significant as
these things are they had come at a price. The church had forgotten the main thing
which Paul had written to them about in this letter, which is the centrality and
importance of love. In 1 Corinthians 13 Paul writes that if he spoke in tongues and had
not love, he was what? He was a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. If he had the gift of
prophecy, all knowledge and all faith but had not love, what was he? He was nothing.
If he willingly gave away his possessions and even his body for martyrdom, but had
not love, what did he gain? He gained nothing.

When I was exploring my call to ministry what do you think I was told was the most
important thing I could be and do? It was to love God, his church and my neighbour
with all that I am and with all that I have. When I was ordained what do you think I
was told to be and do what? My ordination text was John 21 where Jesus asks Peter,
do you love me and then Peter is told to feed and care for his flock both young and old.



Who am I as your Pastor? I am one who is motivated, inspired and animated by the
look of love and who prays and desires that all of us as a church may rediscover and
renew our first love for Jesus and for his Kingdom to come on earth as is heaven. My
prayer for us is that we live practicing resurrection because our hearts are so filled
with the love of Jesus that we are utterly inspired to do so.

The look of love is to consume our whole attention and action. In Revelation 1 verses
12 — 17 John writes of his encounter with Jesus and his being overwhelmed by Jesus.
In our worship as a church, we gather to meet the risen Jesus, to bow down in awe of
him and to feel his hand upon our shoulder. Our worship as a church is to be reflected
in the worship of our daily lives of work, rest and play. The look of love is to
revolutionise the way we think, as my favourite clunky phrase goes, we are to have an
epistemology of love. It is love which to shape what we think and believe is possible
for us as a church. The look of love is to be the root of our devotion to God and to our
neighbour which we do in the power and presence of Jesus.

The key is verse 4, which says that this love we are to offer to Jesus is our first love.
It is a love which is defined as being completely obsessed, utterly infatuated, willingly
extravagant and totally naive. This is when the analogy to human love breaks down.
We know that in the relationship between a parent and child, or in relational love, if
this love is like that above then it is no longer love. Instead, it has become corrupted
by being obsessive and possessive which turns the child or lover into a thing. But this
is the definition of what the mature love of Jesus looks like. Think of Peggy and
Christine Smith who prayed for five hours a night, three days a week, does that sound
normal to you? Well, it does if you think of it in terms of their love for Jesus, where
they clung to him and refused to let him go until he blessed them and their Highland
community.

Who has completed their Oikos map which Joshua encouraged all of us to do last
week? If you haven’t what might this be saying as an indicator of your love and
obedience to Jesus? This is why confession and repentance are the first steps we need
to take if our life as a church is to demonstrate what a first love for Jesus looks like.
Sharing God’s Love, Doing Life Together, Practice Resurrection are all phrases which
define our point of travel and our vision and what is it that ties them all together? It
is love. Love to God and love to our neighbour. Can you hear the voice of Jesus calling
you back to your first love? He’s calling you to love him in this way, because this is
how he loves you.



