Notes on Ephesians 1: 1; Acts 9 : 1 — 9 ‘The Discovery of Love’ 5th Jan 2025

On the first Sunday after I was inducted as your Pastor, I preached on Paul and
his coming to know Jesus as described in Romans 1 verse 1. I do enjoy first
sermons because they are always filled with blue sky thinking and rich with the
wide open land of untapped possibilities and opportunities which stretch before
any new minister. Today I am preaching on Paul knowing Jesus as described in
Ephesians 1 verse 1 but this time it is because in 2027, I will be stepping back
from pastoral ministry. My hope is that over the next two and half years or so I
will be drawing threads together so that we us as a church will be ready to step
out on the next chapter of our life together. Both Romans and Ephesians 1 verse
1 are rooted in God’s powerful, wonderful and glorious story of his redemptive
and saving love and Paul’s discovery of it. This is why Saul, or Paul’s, story is not
a story of conversion as such, rather it is a story rich in fulfilment, the
forgiveness of sin and the hope new creation.

Today we begin our exploration of Ephesians under the strapline of ‘Practice
Resurrection’. This is the heart of Ephesians but it is even more the heart and
soul of Paul as he lived out his vocation as the Apostle to the Gentiles, his being
a son of God, being blessed by Father, Son and Holy Spirit, being redeemed by
Jesus’ blood, being sealed by the Spirit, receive the first fruits of his inheritance
and filled by hope. This long and very dense sentence describes how Paul lived
and demonstrated ‘Practice Resurrection” and as we shall see in Ephesians this
is his prayer for us to know and to do so too. This is why it will take us two and
half years to soak ourselves in the six chapters of Ephesians. On top of this we
will also be soaking ourselves in the height and length and breadth and depth of
Scripture as well as God’s love for us in Jesus. This is why I've made the decision
to tell you now and not in two years’ time, so that you may know why we'’re
immersing ourselves in Ephesians and also, it’s because I don’t want to hide this
from you either. It will gives me as much time as possible to help and encourage
you to learn how to fix your hearts on the things above as described in Colossians
3 verse 1.

In Acts we're told again and again how people discovered God’s love for them
and their experience of the Father’s resurrection power by the Spirit in their
lives. We see it in Acts 8 and the Ethiopian Eunuch, in Acts 9 and Paul, Acts 10
and Cornelius, Acts 16 and Lydia and in Acts 18 and Apollos. Acts also tells us
the story of the fulfilment of Jesus’ command in Acts 1 verse 8 which sees the
creation of communities of the resurrection from Jerusalem to Rome. These
communities are how God keeps his promise to Abraham in Genesis 12 when he
says he bless all of the nations through him and they are the fruit of Jesus’
command in Matthew 28 to go into all of the world and to make disciples. The
book of Acts does not only tell the story of New Creation 2000 years ago, it also



invites us to Practice Resurrection for ourselves. It invites us to discover more
and more what God’s love is and to know the resurrection power of the Spirit in
our lives as we practice living like Jesus. It starts with us being as changed as
the Ethiopian Eunuch, as Paul, as Cornelius, as Lydia and as Apollos were and
at the start of a New Year do you know this same resurrection transforming
power in your own life? I did in a field in Buckinghamshire when I said yes to
Jesus having seen the difference Jesus had made in the lives of 20,000 people
around me and I wanted to know that difference in my own life.

New Year is all about genuine new starts. It is not about the tired or cliched or
cynical new starts which are only about us but of our daring to say yes to Jesus
and for him to unleash his unnerving and unlimited power of new creation in us
— will you?



