
Notes on Acts 8 : 26 – 30  ‘How to plan the unexceptional 
– an opportunity given by the Spirit’ 

 
  I was asked this week how often I’d led Infant blessing services in someone’s 
back garden and the answer was none!! I didn’t know how long it would last or 
even what I would be doing but I was having this conversation with this family 
because of an amazing combination of a very thoughtful email I’d received; 
something I’d recently read; a willingness to take the opportunity and a 
willingness to listen to the nudge of the Holy Spirit. When we think about 
evangelism, it really is more about our having the right questions than our 
having the right answers. It is about us using our ears more than our mouths. 
Of my being willing to follow her thread instead of me imposing my own and 
above all daring to trust the Holy Spirit in all of this. A couple of weeks ago 
Simon Russell at Café Church encouraged us to not only ask good questions, but 
that we would also learn to live within these questions and by doing this enable 
them not to be distant from us, but part of us. 
 
  Being open to and being willing to respond to the Spirit’s nudge is because we 
ourselves are used to hearing him ask us questions. I read three good questions 
this week God asks people in the Bible which I think are also useful as we 
continue to explore evangelism. 
 
  The first question asks, ‘Where are you?’. This is God’s universal question to all 
people as he seeks to love, draw near and wish for none to be lost. When we ask 
this question of people, we are asking people for the permission to explore where 
they are in their spiritual journey. It is not about us exploring where we would 
like them to be, but to understand better their own spiritual landscape. Its 
contours and its colours; its key landmarks; and whether they are ‘happy and 
innocent’ as Adam was in the garden, or do they seem to be ‘naked and 
ashamed?’ This question helps us to understand better what the Good News will 
look like for them? 
 
  The second question asks, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ This question by Jesus 
is one we readily associate with evangelism and it is a question which invites all 
to listen to and think deeply about Jesus. It is not a one-way street where we 
have all the answers but one where we are willing to learn equally from each 
other. I know how much I’ve been changed by such an approach where instead 
of being bored with Jesus, because he was sooooo predictable because of these 
stock answers, he became a far more living, vibrant and surprising person. 
 
   The third question asks, ‘Who are you looking for?’ This is the deepest question 
Jesus asks all people and it is the engine for our own spiritual journey of growing 
in him. His question asks us ‘What sort of Jesus do we ask people to explore?’ 



All of the metaphors we use about him are true but they are also incomplete. 
They remind us that we are to have as full a picture as possible because of how 
he defines himself as the one who has been raised from the dead and it is this 
unique truth which puts all other definitions in their place.  
 
  These questions asked by God in the Bible are questions God keeps on asking 
us and are you, am I, are we listening to him? 
 
  Philip asks in verse 30 ‘Do you understand what you’re reading?’ This is not 
the opportunity for a ‘humble arrogance’, that is a “I know ALL the answers 
which I will then kindly inform you about and you would do well to listen to” 
sort of approach. Rather, it is an opportunity for this person and their particular 
spiritual journey to teach you the way God is at work in their life today and how 
the Bible itself answers their deepest questions on its own terms. This is why it 
is such a good stock question for us all to be willing to ask, and above all to learn 
from. God gave Philip a nudge and Philip is savvy enough to go and savvy 
enough to ask the right questions. May this be true of us all. 
 

Questions on Acts 8 : 26 – 30  ‘How to plan the unexceptional 
– an opportunity given by the Spirit’ 

 
1. In evangelism why are we to be willing to follow the thread of someone’s  
    own spiritual journey, rather than to impose our own? 
 
2. How do you respond to the question ‘Where are you?’ Why is it God’s  
    universal question and how does it help us explore the colours and contours  
    of someone else’s spiritual journey? 
 
3. How do you respond to the question ‘Who do you say that I am?’ How by  
    listening to someone else does Jesus become a far more living, vibrant and  
    surprising person? 
 
4. How do you respond to the question ‘Who are you looking for?’ Why is it the  
    deepest question and why is it the engine for our own spiritual journey? 
 
5. What do you think of Philip’s question in verse 30 and how does it help us  
    explore someone else’s spiritual journey? 

 
 


