
Notes on Genesis 12 : 1 - 3  ‘A story of Why’ 
 
  This week at Holiday Club we’ve been learning about the life and times of 
Abraham. We’ve followed his many adventures, his daring obedience of God and 
his trust and his faith as well as his faults and his failings. But there is still one 
more thing we need to learn and that is why did God call Abram to leave his 
home in Ur and travel to a new land.  
 
  The story starts, as the Star Wars saga says, ‘A long time ago in a galaxy far, far 
away…’, or as the Bible would say when God made the heavens and the earth. 
The story, as told in Genesis 1 and 2, is a story of God bringing order to chaos 
and providing the essentials for life itself, of time, food and weather. I know we 
in this country love to talk a lot about these things, but then so does everyone 
else and Genesis 1 and 2 invites us to celebrate with all people the goodness and 
wonder of all that God has made and our place in it. 
 
  But as we all know this is not how we experience life within God’s wonderful 
world and neither was it the way those who passed on the stories of Genesis 
experienced it either. Like us, they knew the world to be a place where there was 
danger and death on all sides and this is where the story of Noah and the ark 
comes in. In Genesis 6 God is heart broken by what he sees happening in his 
world and he is determined to put things right by defeating the powers of chaos 
and restoring order as it had once been. The way he will do this is by making a 
clean start. This clean start will involve the righting of all wrongs and making a 
fresh start with humanity that they may love and obey God, like Noah did.  
 
  But did this work? After the flood and the giving of a rainbow as a sign that God 
would never again destroy the earth, people continued to follow their heart’s 
every desire. In Genesis 11 we see this when people began to build the Tower of 
Babel. The Tower was built not for people to go up, but for them to tell God how 
he may come down; this is why the Tower had steps. Thus, when God went down 
what he discovered was not people wanting to listen to and love him but people 
only listening to and loving themselves as they followed their heart’s every 
desire. If people were no longer willing to listen to God, then he would hinder 
their listening to each other which he did by confusing their languages in the 
hope that they might now want to listen to him again. 
 
  This is who Abram was. He was a man who wanted to listen to God and when 
God spoke, Abram was ready to listen.  When God spoke to Abram, he told him 
that he would bless him by making his life rich and full, but God’s plans were 
bigger than this. His plan was not just that he would bless Abram, it was that 
Abram and his family would be the means by which God would also bless all 
people and creation too.  



 
  This is the heart of what the Bible and its story is all about. As we read the Old 
Testament and the New, we discover how God has blessed not just Abraham and 
his family, but through the gift of Jesus and his life, death and resurrection, we 
realise that he has blessed all people too. As those who have been blessed by 
God, we are now to be a blessing to all we meet. The ways we can bless people is 
limited only by our imagination and our willingness to be obedient to how Jesus 
leads us. One of the ways suggested to me this week at Holiday Club was 
something called ‘Prayer Darts’. What the person meant by this was that we 
would be willing to pray for everyone we meet. This might involve you talking to 
people and asking them how you can pray with them, or it might mean you pray 
a short blessing for them when you’ve walked past them having said good 
morning to them. However you may choose to pray for them, this is one of the 
ways in which you can be a blessing because God has blessed you.  
 
  This is why God called Abram and this is why God has called you. He yearns 
for your life to be filled with the unsearchable riches of Jesus, not that you may 
keep them to yourself, but that through you others may experience God’s 
blessings too. 
 
 
 
 


