
Notes on 2 Cor 5 : 17  ‘Living the domesticated life – a life filled with newness’ 
   
  On hot Tuesday when the temperatures were sky high was walking 15 miles 
from Battle to Rye a good idea? Well, we did have lots of water to keep us 
hydrated and it was a better choice than those who lit BBQ’s at Ladybower 
causing many fires or the compost fire at Wennington when 8 houses burned to 
the ground. This week our country is as dry as a tinderbox resembling the words 
the prophet Amos spoke in Amos 8 verse 11 when he described a famine of the 
Word of God, and this is why evangelism matters. It is not a case of the ‘humble 
arrogance’ of the haves graciously and kindly choosing to give this life-giving 
Word to the have-nots but the recognition that we all need to hear, know and 
encounter this life-giving Word as we share in conversation with all day by day 
by day. 
 
  Evangelism is always a matter of having the right questions not the right 
answers for a conversation; but can you remember them from previous weeks? 
We looked at two different sets. The first were from Simon who asked, “What 
truths do you live by, or give you consolation, hope or purpose?” and the 
question “Where are you in your spiritual journey or pilgrimage?” The second 
set of questions were ‘Where are you?’, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ and ‘Who 
are you looking for?’ Both set of questions are demonstrations of what ‘slow 
evangelism’ looks like. This is a phrase I found in a book called ‘A Vast Minority’ 
and Stuart Murray on p 154 says ‘We will find that evangelism is best done 
slowly, deliberately, in the context of a loving community. It takes time and 
multiple engagements.’ He then describes how it is a matter of helpful 
questions, not definitive answers which are mixed in with lots of ‘what if?’ 
stories to help engage the imagination to give everyone the space to journey with 
and learn alongside all who we share the Gospel with. This should be the heart 
of how the small groups work in Alpha as people are given the space to ask their 
questions, not submit to ours. 
  
  ‘Slow Evangelism’ also has the much bigger perspective described here in 2 
Corinthians 5 verse 17 of new creation. This is neither the ‘turn-or-burn’ or only 
getting people heaven-bound mentality, instead it is about the renewal of all 
creation, as described in Romans 8 verses 19 – 23 and Revelation 21 verses 1 – 
2 and 22 verses 1 – 5. These verses speak about the reconciliation of all peoples 
and all things and how our whole lives are to be lived now in preparation for the 
time when God will renew all things. This is why evangelism must be linked with 
mission and justice as God’s purposes are far greater than the imagery of the 
church being like an ark, or a lifeboat, where people are pulled safe from the 
waters or fires of judgment. Rather we are to see ourselves as those sent by the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit to be Good News to all we meet. This is why 
I love CTDD so as it is a fantastic testimony to our town of what New Creation 



can look like. It tells our town that the church is not merely about reaching the 
‘unchurched’ but of sharing with all life in all its fulness, of caring for this 
community and all of creation and of sharing this life with all who will partner 
with us and as they do this help us know Jesus in ways we’d never imagined 
before. 
 
  We began this series in Matthew 28 when Jesus calls us to ‘remember’ him, his 
life, his words, his death and resurrection and all that this means to us. We then 
looked at 2 Corinthians 5 verse 14 and 15 and what it means for us to be 
‘compelled by the love of Jesus’. Then we thought on 1 Corinthians 1 verses 22 
to 25 and the meaning and centrality of the cross. We returned back to 2 
Corinthians 5 and verse 19 where the Gospel rescues all from shame and not sin. 
We moved to John 4 and the story of the woman at the well where the 
conversation we have with people is not about our manipulating but having a 
true dialogue with them. In Acts 17 verse 16 – 34 we see Paul engaging with 
those at the Areopagus asking them questions, not giving them answers which 
made no sense. We followed the story in Acts 8 verses 26 – 30 and how the Spirit 
nudges not only Peter but Cornelius too. Finally, we studied 2 Corinthians 5 
verse 11 and why we need to have a mosaic of different styles of evangelism 
which might lead to a Mosaic Discipleship where we are all being made whole 
and into the likeness of Jesus. Which of us reading this are to speak about Jesus? 
Well, all of us are and we are to do this in the power, the presence, the patience 
and the pointers of the Holy Spirit. As we do this may we always speak about the 
life of Jesus we know in ourselves that others may come to know this life for 
themselves. 
   

Questions on 2 Cor 5 : 17  ‘Living the domesticated life – a life filled with newness’ 
 

1. Why must evangelism never be the ‘humble arrogance’ of those with the life- 
    giving Word only giving it those without, but instead be a knowing and  
    learning it together with all we meet in conversation? 
 
2. Which of the questions resonate most with you in terms of a conversation? 
 
3. What do you think ‘slow evangelism’ means and why does Andy like it? 
 
4. Why is ‘slow evangelism’ not about turn-or-burn or merely getting people to  
    heaven, but instead is about the renewal of all creation? 
 
5. Why must evangelism be linked to mission and justice? 
 
6. Which of the texts in the conclusion resonated most with you and why? 


