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Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 

When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then Jesus came to them and 

said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 

with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:16-20 

 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their 

sight. They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here 

looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 

back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

Acts 1:9-11 

 

In church time morning we had the children play an online version of “Play your Cards 

Right” to win some chocolate. This was offered to the whole church, but I decided to leave 

the adults out. We also had a competition to see who knew a variety of acronyms which our 

young people use to message each other. One of these is the acronym F.O.M.O, which is 

Fear Of Missing Out. 

Have you ever suffered from FOMO? Wanting to get involved with something, but either 

worried you would physically be unable to do it or being too scared to do it. 

 

As a church we seem to be going through a period of change. With lots of new people 

joining us, new groups setting up, a more openness to the Holy Spirit and a growing focus on 

prayer ministry. It’s all very exciting and just last month at our Leadership Team meeting 

after we’d talked about all the new people, Dave Charles commented, “I wonder what God 

has in store for us?” 

 

I’ve been praying daily since Dave said this about what God is doing and on rare occasions 

God gives me a picture. This has been one of those occasions, so let me explain it to you. 

The picture is of a bus station with a number of people sat on a bench. A bus pulls up and 

the doors open. Some people get onto the bus, but some stay on the bench and don’t get 

on, as the bus drives off. 



The bus then moves down the road with a driver at the front and someone stood next to 

him, navigating and pointing out passengers by the side of the road. The navigator is so busy 

the bus is passing people and not stopping for them. 

On the bus, there’s someone serving drinks to the passengers and someone else cleaning 

the toilet. 

The bus is pretty full with lots of passengers in their seats, coming along for the ride. 

I’ve been asking God for a while now, firstly is this picture from Him and if it is, what does it 

mean? So here goes. 

The people who are on the bench at the bus station are worried about getting on the bus. 

The bus is our church and it’s off continuing the journey it has been on since 1846. These 

people will be left behind and not part of the journey. 

On the bus the driver is supported by a navigator, but the job is too hard just for these two, 

so people are being missed. These are the Leadership of our church. 

Serving the refreshments and cleaning the toilets are those involved here at DBC by serving.  

There are then the passengers, who are all aboard, but happily looking out the window. 

They’ve come along for the ride. 

So what’s the meaning behind it. I think God is asking us at DBC to think about who we are 

in this picture. It’s clear that those who are left behind could have been helped onto the bus 

by other passengers. Those driving and leading the bus could be supported and added to. 

Those serving are doing an amazing job , but again, more help would benefit everyone on 

the bus. And finally we have the passengers. God is wanting those passengers to get out of 

their seats and get involved with the journey. Maybe supporting the driver and navigator in 

leading the church. Or possibly serving others on the bus, but getting involved with all the 

groups we have at DBC or maybe be at the door to help those stuck on the bench to get up 

and get on board. 

 

Who are you in this picture? You might already be out of your seat, but is God calling you to 

do something new here at DBC. There’s loads you could do. Help with our FYC, join one of 

Sunday Morning teams, Join the Leadership Team, help with our fundraisers or even start 

something new. 

 

We read in Acts, straight after Jesus has given the great commission the disciples are staring 

up to heaven and the angels turn up and tell them to stop looking up, but to get on with 

what Jesus wants for them to do. It’s the same for us, as we begin to live with Covid, what is 

Jesus calling you to do? I understand getting out of your seat can be scary, but we need you 

to be involved with all that is going on here at DBC. 

Those of you who are unable to get out of your seat or off the bench due to ill health then 

we ask you to support us by praying for us and encouraging those who are getting out of 

their seats. 


