
Notes on 2 Cor 5 : 11  ‘When you are the run-of-the-mill – the message makes you’   
   
  What do the actors George Peppard and Liam Nielson have in common? They 
both played the part of Colonel Hannibal Smith, who led the ‘A Team’, and his 
catchphrase was ‘I love it when a plan comes together’. However, though things 
always did seem to work out, they did so through a particular mixture of 
moments of madness, inspiration and connectivity. For the apostle Paul, he 
lived for such moments in his ministry too and seeing God at work. This meant 
that at times he was thrown into prison, but he also saw the power of Jesus to 
heal and to deliver and to see the penny drop in people’s hearts and minds too. 
Do you want to see God at work in the lives of people today? Do you want to see 
God taking such a moment and working within it when his Kingdom comes? Do 
you want to see God taking such a moment and working in you too? 
 
  When I think of such moments of madness, inspiration and connectivity, I 
think of the Feast of Flowers. I hope during the weekend you saw this too like I 
did as the Feast Clown. But what about God, were you able to see him at work? 
Did you hear his still, small voice as you looked carefully at the stories presented 
in display? Did you hear the sound of children laughing as they ran around the 
displays looking for the clues? Did you hear the sound of mums and dads 
surprised by the welcome they met as they crossed the thresholds of our 
different churches? This is what Paul means when he speaks of the ‘fear of the 
Lord’. He is not speaking about the cringing terror of a Victorian Father. Neither 
is he speaking of that sense of dread because of the effect of abuse or neglect. 
Nor is he speaking of the trepidation of having to walk on eggshells in case you 
upset someone. Rather, he is speaking of that sense of awe and wonder that a 2-
year-old might have as they peer closely at a flower, a cobweb or even a stick. He 
is speaking of that sense of awe and wonder we have when we look at the cross, 
a baptism, a dedication or blessing, a wedding or a funeral because we know we 
are treading on holy ground as we discover we are in God’s presence. 
 
  This is why we try to persuade people because we yearn for everyone to know 
a deeper, fuller, richer human life we understand as by being made into the 
image and likeness of Jesus. This is what Mosaic Discipleship is all about and 
because people are flocking to anything and everything to find something which 
will add depth to who they are. This week, for example, there was a big spread 
in the Metro newspaper about witchcraft as something which would bring this 
depth to people’s lives. How then are we to persuade? The answer I think lies in 
what someone has called Mosaic Evangelism. What he means by this is that we 
need to embrace a wide range of different ways and styles of sharing Jesus not 
just because the Spirit delights to work in an infinite variety of ways but because 
people not only respond to different ways of sharing Jesus but need a range of 
ways to help them in their journey of faith. 



At the moment we have a variety of ways of doing this: 
1) The Feast of Flowers was a celebration of the story of Jesus which asks 

people to engage with Jesus on their terms. This year we focussed 
particularly on children and their families coming which did alter the 
dynamic somewhat. If you say ‘I don’t do flowers’, then I think you have 
missed the point of what the Feast is about. In all honesty I don’t do 
flowers either, but I do do Jesus and his love which is why I got involved 
and I discovered I liked it more than I thought I would. 

 
2) Alpha is happening this autumn and the question is, ‘Who are you going 

to bring? It is a matter of praying and then daring to ask, like I did. What 
I discovered, was that God had been busy way before me because this 
mum first asked me about how she could learn more about Jesus and I 
answered would you like to come? 
 

3) ‘Healing Prayers’ will be an opportunity when we can both pray with and 
for people to know the healing presence of Jesus in their lives. On the first 
Sunday evening of each month people will be able to journey themselves 
using prayer stations, of just sitting and listen to music and learning to 
soak themselves in God’s love.  

 
4) Last week I spoke about my decision to offer a family an infant blessing in 

their back garden. It was mentioned to me about how much we as church 
love such services and that they would miss seeing this child. I also know 
how important such a service was in this person’s own journey of faith. 
Yet, living in this post Christian society, as we do, we need to learn there 
are other ways for people to discover the God who is there by their side, 
and helping them to take the next step in their journey with him which 
may not include their using our wonderful building.  
 

5) At Coffee Pot this week I witnessed someone finding a welcome and 
hopefully a safe spot where they can feel at home and in that place journey 
ever closer to the Jesus who is calling her home. 

 
  When Paul speaks of the ‘Fear of the Lord’ he is saying that all evangelism must 
be intentional and motivated not by guilt or fear, but love; verse 14. So, what has 
the ‘Fear of the Lord’ compelled you to do? For me it was that mix of confusion, 
chaos and clowning we all experienced at the Feast of Flowers last week because 
I wanted all here to know the extraordinary presence of Jesus the Feast 
portrayed. Paul was shaped by the ‘Fear of the Lord’. He was in awe of what each 
person could be in Jesus. He knelt in wonder at God’s folly of the cross, of the 
breadth of God’s intent and the astonishment of seeing God at work. May we all 
be shaped by such ‘fear’ too that we may live and speak of Jesus to all. 



 
Questions on 2 Cor 5 : 11  ‘When you are the run-of-the-mill – the message makes you’   

 
1. Can you think of moments of madness, inspiration and connectivity when  
    you’ve seen God at work? 
 
2. What do you think the ‘Fear of the Lord’ means? How does your meaning  
    differ to Andy’s and what do you think about his description? 
 
3. Why are we to persuade people about Jesus? Why do you think that Andy  
    has not mentioned God’s wrath or terror? 
 
4. Andy says we’re to try to persuade people because “we yearn for everyone to  
    know a deeper, fuller, richer human life we understand as by being made  
  into the image and likeness of Jesus”; do you agree with this and why? 
 
5. Why are we to use a variety of ways of sharing the Good News of Jesus? 
 
6. Which of the 5 above resonates most with you and which ones don’t? 
 
7. How will you be shaped by the ‘Fear of the Lord’ in your sharing of Jesus? 

 
 


