Sunday 19th June 2022
Fathers Day Service -Talk Notes

If you went into Clinton Cards on the Civic Centre and looked at all the Father’s Day
Cards, how would you describe a Father?
Well, I popped in this morning and can tell you that Fathers, play football, golf or
cricket, they go fishing, drink beer and have an unhealthy obsession with trains.
They’re also loved to the moon and back, whatever that means.
I’d like you to take a moment to think back to your best memory with your dad, if you
never had a Dad, what’s your best memory with a significant male in your life?
A couple of weeks ago, Nat, my son was on the bus into Sheffield and bumped into
one of my friends. Nat introduced her to his friends as “This is my dad’s 4th child”. He
went on to explain that I have 4 children. Himself, Nat, Malachi, Oggy our campervan
and then our friend Jess who was on the bus with them. Jess used to be one of my
youth group many years ago and is now a close family friend. Jess refers to me as her
adopted Dad. I feel blessed to know Jess and to have had the privileged to have that
close a relationship with her. It got me thinking about Dad’s in general and Dads who
sadly fall very far short. I need to make it clear that my friend Jess has an amazing dad
of her own, and the moniker of “Adoptive Dad”, given to me is just that, a moniker.
In our bible we have loads of failed Dad’s some of the prime contenders are listed
below.
Lot

Offers his 2 daughters to the baying mob (Genesis 19:6)

King Ahaz

Sacrificed his son (2 Kings 16:3)

Isaac

Loved Esau more than Jacob (Genesis 25)

Jacob

Loved Joseph more than his other sons (Genesis 37)

But if we delve further into our bibles, we find many qualities a father shows.

Keeps his promises

2 Peter 3:9

Knows our needs and provides

Matthew 6:32

Teaches us

John 8:28

Protects us

Psalm 121:7

Gives wisdom

James 1:5

Corrects us

Hebrews 12:9

Provides comfort

2 Corinthians 1:3

Provides a safe place

Psalm 62:7

Leads us

Isaiah 40:11

For many in our society and I’m sure also in our church, they either do not have a dad
or their relationship with their Dad has and possibly still is very difficult. As individuals
we need to be looking out for where we can step in as a Father or Mother to support
and guide others inside and outside of DBC.
It’s not a quick fix, it takes time and effort to build a relationship. But it’s rewarding
and allows us to shine God the Fathers light into His world.
Is there someone God is calling you to protect, give wisdom, support, encourage, lead,
provide a safe place to? Please pray that God shows you who that person is or might
be.

