
Notes on Acts 10 : 30 – 48  ‘Immersing yourself in the outpouring of the Spirit’ 
 
  When you are in love, you’ll do almost anything. When Gilli and I were 
going out she encouraged me to have a go on her motorbike, but all I ended 
up doing was landing in one of her dad’s hedges!! I vowed I would never 
get back on a bike again, but 20 years later I was back on a bike loving it 
to bits, because when you’re in love, you’ll do almost anything!! The book 
of Acts is a collection of tales inspired by the love and fire of God, because 
when you’re in in love you’ll do anything. Our Everyday Supernatural book 
is filled with tales of people like you and me who are equally in love with 
Jesus and ready to do anything!! 
 
  I’ve been following the exploits of the Daredevil. He is a blind Marvel 
superhero who can do anything because of his love for Hell’s Kitchen, the 
community he grew up in and works in, and his battles against Kingpin 
who wants to destroy it. He is like Batman, but just a lot poorer and he has 
no cool gadgets for us to admire. Are you so inspired by today’s reading 
about Peter and Cornelius that you want to imitate them? My professional 
theological opinion is that they are a couple of absolute nut jobs but when 
you are in love you’ll do anything, which includes walking into the lion’s 
den of Cornelius’s house!! 
 
  But Peter did so because he was a man who had learned the many lessons 
of love; such as the time when he had dared to walk on the water. Or in 
Acts 2 verse 4 Peter knew that God’s love had been poured into his heart 
and you can sense this intensity as you listen to his sermon. Or in Acts 4 
verse 8 God’s love and fire moved him from fear to compassion as he spoke 
so heart wrenchingly to the Jewish leaders in the Sanhedrin who were so 
hard hearted about what they had seen and heard concerning the lame 
man who had been healed. Or in Acts 5 verse 32 when he stood before the 
Sanhedrin and had the same result because he had learned his lessons 
well. Thus, by Acts 10 verses 19 and 20 Peter is well versed in the ways of 
the Holy Spirit that he recognised this Holy Spirit holy hunch and he was 
happy to go with these men, for when you are in love, you’ll do anything!! 
Peter was in for a surprise though as he did not realise the significance of 
the meeting he would have with Cornelius. He did not know that he was 
going to be taught another lesson by the Spirit who came down on these 
Gentiles in verse 44 – 46 to teach Peter that the work of the Spirit was not 
just to renew Israel, but to enable the church to fulfil Israel’s vocation of 
being a blessing to the world and to declare that Jesus is Lord. 
 
  The call to immerse ourselves in the outpouring of the Spirit is not a one-
off occasion. Like Peter we are all to learn the lessons of love and Acts does 



so by rooting us in the imperfections of the church, like this one, because 
the church is God’s greenhouse where we learn to grow. All of us have 
taken the brave step of walking through these doors for the first time and 
that is a lesson of love, because when we are in love, we will do anything. 
When we discover this church’s oddities but still come, that is another 
lesson of love. When we realise this preacher and Pastor is equally odd, 
but still come, it is a lesson of love. The lessons of love Peter and Cornelius 
teach us is the importance of prayer, as described in verses 2 and 9. Yes, 
this is about private prayer, but it is also about the church praying together 
as we do on Mondays whether in person or via zoom and in our Rise Up 
afternoon service the teaching is about prayer using the Pete Grieg 
material on RightNow Media. These lessons of love include the 
encouragement to dare to pray in tongues because this is praying using 
only the language of love. It includes all who have shared in the privilege 
of leadership, and it is a lesson open for us all to learn from. Finally, it is a 
lesson rooted in the prophetic when, like Peter, we dare to speak the Word 
of Jesus to others that we may bless, build up and encourage them. 
 
  I read this week with interest the papers reporting that another piece of 
the ‘True Cross’ had come to light. There was lots of interest in this relic 
but sadly none about the one who had died on it. As a note the point of 
such Mediaeval superstition was to help the worshipper focus on Jesus, 
not forget him! For Peter, Jesus was always front and centre for when you 
are in love, you will do anything!! This is a story about the lessons in the 
Spirit which Peter learned and lived out. Lesson No 1 is our need to be 
filled again and again in the Spirit and it is in our everyday lives that we 
learn and live out these lessons. This, after all, is what life in the Spirit is 
all about, of why we are to keep in step with Spirit and why we are not to 
grieve or quench him. So, learn these lessons in all of life’s rich tapestry, 
of its ups and downs, its joys and sorrows that we all may immerse 
ourselves more and more in the lifegiving outpouring of the Spirit because 
we love Jesus so and when you are in love, you will do anything. 
 

Questions on Acts 10 : 30 – 48  ‘Immersing yourself in the outpouring of the Spirit’ 
 

1. Are you inspired to copy Peter & Cornelius in this story? Why, or not? 
 
2. Why are the lessons of love, or Spirit, that Peter had learned matter?  
 
3. What lessons of love have you learned in this church? 
 
4. Would you be willing to learn the lessons learned by praying together,  
    of being in leadership or daring to speak the Word of Jesus to others? 


