
Notes on Ezekiel 37 : 1 – 14  ‘Immersing yourself in the wind of the Spirit’ 
 
What do the names Dudley, Eunice, Franklin have in common? They are 
the names of the three recent storms that have lashed our country and 
we’ve all seen the pictures of waves crashing on the coast and people 
seeing and experiencing the wind’s power for themselves. Though we may 
question the wisdom of this, I know I used to love standing on the seafront 
and feel it all. To feel the awe and to be overwhelmed by the power of the 
wind was literally breath-taking and this is what Ezekiel 37 is all about. It 
is a power testified to also in Genesis 2, Exodus 14, John 20 and Acts 2. 
All of these chapters call us to immerse ourselves in the wind of the Holy 
Spirit where we dare to enter into the wild, the primal, the violence of God, 
which is not only awe inspiring, but it is to excite, to animate and to fill us 
in and with him.  
 
  We have all see the pictures of death and destruction in the Ukraine, of 
the savage and brutal determination of President Putin to do what all 
‘Empires’ always do which is rule by terror. Terror describes why God 
spoke to Ezekiel as he did. For this is the mindset, the heartset and the 
soulset of Israel in Exile who had experienced the terror of defeat, the 
savagery of deportation and now the brutality of slavery. What they now 
needed to hear was a living Word from the living God to revitalise and to 
rejuvenise their hope, their trust and their love of God. This has always 
been God’s desire and delight to not only speak but to blow his life through 
us that we may all be made anew in him day by day. 
 
  In verse 11 death is King. This is not only their experience but their life 
and their horizon. All they can see is death, but God sees differently which 
is why he asks Ezekiel in verse 3 ‘Can these bones live?’ God asks this 
question because he knows he is a very different King to the one who rules 
over Israel in Exile. He is the King of life which has already been described 
in Ezekiel chapter 36 verses 24 – 27 where Ezekiel told Israel the Good 
News that they will be rescued, renewed, restored and returned back to 
the land. But this good news is hard to believe and understand because 
they are a people of ‘very dry bones’ who believe their hope has perished 
and they are cut off from God and the land. God’s response is that he will 
breathe his entire breath, his ruach, his pneuma on them which will come 
from the four corners of the world. This breath will blow and blow and 
blow until Israel are truly and fully alive in their loving God. 
 
  Ezekiel’s prophecy to Israel was to enable them to remember the power 
and awe-inspiring splendour of the ruach, the pneuma breath of God that 
they might yearn and know it for themselves. Israel needed to remember 



God’s astonishing creative breath as described in Genesis chapter 2 verse 
7. They were to be reminded of God’s saving and liberating breath as 
described in the crossing of the Red Sea in Exodus 14 verse 21. It was not 
only Israel who needed reminding; the disciples needed it too. They had 
experienced the terror of death when they had seen Jesus die and who 
themselves felt like death, but all of this was changed when the Word of 
God himself breathed on them in John 20 verse 22 and gave them the life-
giving commission in verse 23. They were to know that he was not just 
alive, but that he was also the conqueror of sin, death and the enemy. This 
was the experience of the whole church who having been told to wait for 
the coming of the Spirit discovered the ruach, the pneuma, the breath of 
God come upon them in Acts chapter 2 verse 2 which empowered them to 
be witnesses of how God’s life-giving breath brings the fulness of God’s 
blessings to all who say ‘Jesus is Lord’ (1 Corinthians 12 verse 3). 
 
  Has the ruach, the pneuma, the breath of God blown in and through you? 
Has what we’ve heard and read in Everyday Supernatural resonated with 
and reminded you of this? It has with me. There is a story from the 18th 
century revival of a Cornish church celebrating their vicar’s conversion, 
they just knew by what he said that he knew the power and wonder of the 
Gospel in his heart. This has been the same for me as I read Everyday 
Supernatural on the chapter about the gift of tongues. As I read the penny 
dropped in my own heart, mind and spirit what this gift is about and so 
please either come on Wednesday or watch the YouTube video to learn 
more. This gift is a gift of God that complements and makes even more 
real the gift of the Word of God who breathed on the disciples giving them 
the gift of the ruach, the pneuma, the breath of God to make them fully 
whole that through them the whole world might be blessed and may this 
be our hope and prayer for ourselves too. 
 

Questions on Ezekiel 37 : 1 – 14  ‘Immersing yourself in the wind of the Spirit’ 
 

1. Why in verse 11 is ‘Death King’ and what did it mean for Israel to be  
    like the very dry bones? 
 
2. What’s the relationship between these verses and Ezekiel 36 : 24 – 27? 
 
3. What is Israel to remember? What do you think of when you read  
    Genesis 2:7, Exodus 14:21; John 20:22-23 and Acts 2:2? 
 
4. What do you think it means for the breath of God to blow in and  
    through you and what is your experience of this? 
 


