
Notes on Acts 2 : 1 – 4  ‘Immersing yourself in the baptism of the Spirit’ 
 
  The war memorial in the village of Butterton is unique as far as I can tell. 
This is because it doesn’t exist, instead what you find there is a plaque on 
a garden tub that says, ‘A doubly thankful village’. It says this because of 
those who left to fight in the two world wars of the last century, they all 
came back. As I stood before this memorial, I wondered what they did on 
Remembrance Sunday as a doubly thankful village. My hunch is that they 
will stand on that cold November morning and they will lay a wreath for 
others thinking of places like ours reading out names like we do. When the 
day of Pentecost arrived, you have an eternally thankful church who know 
in their hearts, minds and souls echoes of the Old Testament, of promises 
kept and the wonderful knowledge of knowing that God is here.  
 
  On Wednesday at our Everyday Supernatural course the topic was 
prophecy, and I was given a prophetic word. This word quoted from the 
parable of the Prodigal Son and what was most poignant to me was the 
running embrace of the Father to his lost son. The heart of the prophetic 
word is part of what Pentecost, as per Luke’s description, is all about. It is 
the spirit shaking realisation that God is here. Luke’s description echoes 
the experience of Israel when they were in the desert, of their encounter 
with God at Sinai and on Mount Carmel and the cry that this is a holy 
place. As you read this do you know that God is there with you? Do you 
know deep within yourself that still, small voice of love speaking to you? 
 
  Another part of Pentecost is the heart-warming discovery God that keeps 
his promises as reminded by the sound like the wind and the tongues like 
fire. In the light of the last few weeks, I am reminded of Ezekiel 37 and 47, 
for Peter he was reminded of Joel 2 verses 28 and 29, and can you hear 
still, small voice of the Spirit calling you to build your life on these 
promises. 
 
  Another part of Pentecost is that penny dropping, mind awakening 
moments when the Bible suddenly comes alive to us. Whether here and 
the Old Testament resonances Luke uses or when on the Emmaus Road, 
as described in Luke 24 verse 45, Jesus retold the Bible’s story. We are to 
pray for the Spirit to open the Bible afresh to us that we may know it 
deeper in our everyday lives which is one of the reasons why we are 
reading Everyday Supernatural. 
 
  On Friday, as I have done for the last 27 years, I went out for my morning 
walk but this time it was different as I was no longer a dog walker, I was 
just a walker as we had our last dog put down this week. I thought I looked 



no different whereas my family thought I looked too much like my dad! 
Luke in Acts 2 describes the indescribable when the Holy Spirit is poured 
out, or when the church is baptised in the Spirit as prophesied by John in 
Matthew 3 verse 11 and by Jesus in Acts 1 verse 5. His brevity leaves us 
breathless that he may captivate us as he lights the blue touchpaper and 
retreats to a safe distance. But he doesn’t want us to do that, instead he 
writes that the Spirit may explode afresh in all of us. In Everyday 
Supernatural they rightly speak of a ‘Second blessing’ but only so that they 
may then speak of a third, a fourth blessing or even more. For Pentecost, 
this Baptism in the Spirit, is as unique as Jesus being born in a stable and 
dying on a cross are and we experience all of these when we come to faith. 
For example, this is how Paul describes our experience of the cross in 
Romans 6 verse 3 and this is how Luke describes others later coming to 
know the Spirit as in Acts 10 verse 44 and chapter 19 verses 5 and 6. Yet, 
as the New Testament insists that we know again and again the power of 
the cross in our lives, so it insists on our being immersed, or baptised 
afresh in the Holy Spirit. The language used for this is our being repeatedly 
‘filled with the Spirit’ (Acts 2 verse 4, Acts 4 verses 8 and 31, Acts 9 verse 
17, Acts 13 verse 52 and Ephesians 5 verse 18). 
 
  When we break bread and drink wine together as the family of Jesus, we 
will remember him who breathed on the disciples and said receive the 
Holy Spirit. Pentecost is the sign that Jesus is always breathing on us and 
saying receive. May our hearts, our minds and our souls be set afire afresh 
for him that we may know him, love him and live for him more in our lives 
day by day. 
 

Questions on Acts 2 : 1 – 4  ‘Immersing yourself in the baptism of the Spirit’ 
 

1. Why do we have an eternally thankful church at Pentecost? 
 
2. What is it like to have your spirit shaken by the realisation that God is  
    here? How would you describe this? 
 
3. What does it mean to you to dare to believe that God keeps his 
    promises? If I think of Ezekiel and Peter Joel, what promise do you  
    think of? 
 
4. What does it mean to you for the Bible to come alive to you? When  
    have you known Scripture to speak afresh to you? 
 
5. What does the Baptism in the Spirit mean and how do you know this  
    in your life day by day? 


