
Notes on Ezekiel 47 : 1 – 12  ‘Immersing yourself in the promise of the Spirit’ 
 
  9800ft lying on the seabed below the Weddell Sea in the Antarctic is 
Ernest Shackleton’s ship HMS Endurance which sank in 1915. The 
expedition to find this ship was one of the most challenging expeditions 
ever and it reflected the astonishing courage and bravery of Shackleton 
and his crew who having become marooned in ice walked their way to 
safety. Now, as then, people push themselves to their limits to know that 
sense of achievement it brings. I think of Tensing and Hilary and that 
iconic photograph of them when they’d climbed Everest in 1953. Ezekiel 
gives his listeners, and us, a very different but still demanding challenge 
of how far will you dare to wade? Will you content yourself with ankle 
deep? Will you dare to go knee deep? How about waist deep? Would you 
risk going where the water is above your head? The challenge is not how 
low can you go, but how deep will you dare to go? 
 
  Storms Dudley, Eunice and Franklin poured so much rain on us that 
flood warnings were a regular part of the news for a week or so, as were 
the disastrous floods we experienced. But the Temple flood described 
here, and it is a flood of amazing proportions, is the Good News of water 
to a dry & dusty land. Ezekiel’s swimming trip in verses 2 – 5 is a trip filled 
with an exuberant joy because water, and all the different meanings it 
stands for, is about the outpouring of God’s life on all of creation. This 
river language has a twofold meaning, but can you guess what they are 
before you read further? The Temple described in such lavish detail in 
Ezekiel chapters 40 – 48 is a Temple that has not yet built. This vision 
given to Ezekiel acts as a sign and symbol of hope to a people in Exile far 
from home. The only Temple they would remember in Jerusalem is a 
burnt-out wreck. As Ezekiel shares this prophecy with Israel, he does so 
to call this people to look up and look ahead that their lives may be shaped 
by God, his promises and his promises being fulfilled in the here and now. 
Ezekiel calls all of us to live life today animated and filled by the future 
that God will one day bring. Jesus in John 7 verse 38 uses this very same 
language when he speaks of the spring of living water that would come 
bubbling, gushing or geyser-ing out of ourselves. I have just read a book 
about a man called Eric Liddell who described his life as one of complete 
surrender to Jesus as he chose not to run the 100m in the 1924 Olympics, 
though he did run and win the 400m gold medal, to his life as a missionary 
in China and then in a Japanese World War Two internment camp. Liddell 
died of a brain tumour before the camp was liberated and all who knew 
him spoke of the life of the Spirit that bubbled up through him in all that 
he was; a story I found so refreshing and encouraging. This Temple 
described in Ezekiel is like the Temple of the New Creation described in 



Revelation 21 and especially in the words of verse 4 we are to live and 
experience now. 
 
  What Ezekiel is prophesying is not for the future alone. Because of Jesus 
we know that this is also our today, as the future has already burst its 
banks and flooded our today. This flood is the gift of the Holy Spirit. He is 
our guarantee, as in Ephesians 1 verse 14, of this flood being lavished on 
us but how deep will you dare to go in this flood? This language is all about 
knowing life in all its fulness lang and it is true whether you go ankle, knee, 
waist, above head deep. But Jesus yearns for us all to go ever deeper and 
deeper and deeper in him that our life may be richer and fuller and more 
whole and overwhelmed by him. In our longer than Lent read, ‘Everyday 
Supernatural’, the heart of the book is for us to open the door of our lives 
to the endless wonders of knowing Jesus and the life we have in the Spirit. 
What we are given is not a glimpse of heaven but of new creation, where 
all is made right and whole. The life of Ezekiel 47 is not just for us though, 
it also describes our vocation, the calling of Jesus. In verse 12 Ezekiel 
speaks of the leaves for healing, or for the healing of the nations, as in 
Revelation 22 verse 2. The promise of the Temple and the river describes 
God’s Marshall Plan for the renewing of his world but also how our lives 
today are to be a source of blessing to all. 
 
  What Ezekiel says here resonates with so many themes from the Old 
Testament and these themes are then fed into the New. They do so that 
our lives may overflow as they are made anew in the Spirit. We are to know 
within our own lives the water of life and the leaves for healing as they are 
expressed in the ministry of Jesus and the Spirit. In them we know a life 
made whole because our sins have been forgiven, we are at peace with God 
and we are healed by his love. We are to know within our own lives the 
water of life and the leaves for healing in our worship which rejoices in all 
that Jesus and the Spirit have done in and for us and the worship of a life 
lived for Jesus. We are to know within our own lives the water of life and 
the leaves for healing as we faithfully fulfil our vocation to care and 
nurture the whole of creation and to bless our community as we live out 
in our lives the life of Jesus as described in Colossians 3 verse 3. 
  



Questions on Ezekiel 47 : 1 – 12  ‘Immersing yourself in the promise of the Spirit’ 
 

1. How far will you content yourself in wading into the river of life? Will  
    it be ankle deep, knee deep, waist deep or even over your head? 
 
2. Why is this flood from the Temple such Good News? 
 
3. What do you think it means for our lives to be filled with the future  
    that God will one day bring? 
 
4. What do you think Jesus means when he speaks of the Spirit bubbling  
    up from within ourselves? 
 
5. How does what Ezekiel speaks about here describe what Paul meant  
    by the Holy Spirit being a guarantee, as in Ephesians 1 verse 14? 
 
6. What is your experience of knowing the endless wonders of knowing  
    Jesus and living life in the Spirit? 
 
7. What does Ezekiel 47 verse 12 mean about the leaves being for healing  
    and how does this relate to Revelation 22 verse 2? 


