
Notes on 2 Corinthians 3 : 18 ‘Living in the Spirit learning to be like Jesus’ 
 

  Our papers, TV and other media have talked about the changes in road 
usage for car drivers, cyclists and pedestrians. There has been lots of 
chatter and letters written which have been very entertaining and even 
informative to read!! People have written about cycles having to be taxed 
and insured. There has been quite a lot of anger and impatience discussing 
how these three groups behave towards each other. There has been a fair 
amount of intolerance regarding people’s personal attitudes about 
fairness and neighbourliness; or in other words what it means to be holy!! 
What does the word holy mean to you? Is it something negative or 
positive? Do you see it as life denying or life affirming? Is it something that 
is about mere personal morality or is about the whole of life including the 
social, political, work and leisure? Paul here gives us a perspective to blow 
our hearts, minds and our souls. It is a picture of the Holy Spirit making 
us whole, making us new and making us truly human, or in other words 
holy.  
 
  This week has seen about Sue Gray’s report of the parties at No: 10’s and 
her damming of the failures of our Prime Minister and his leadership. 
When God writes a report on you, what do you think he will he say? My 
hunch is that it will be like so many eulogies we hear at funerals where 
there are stories and a conclusion that says she, or he, was a holy person. 
I say this because I believe in a God who forgets our sin and in a God who 
rewards how we live out our holiness. This, for example, is what the story 
of the Rich Young Ruler in Matthew 19 is all about. When he asks Jesus 
‘what must I do to inherit eternal life’ what he means is ‘how am I to live 
out a Kingdom of Heaven life now, so that when it comes in its fullness I’ll 
inherit it, that is be a part of it.’ 
 
  To live a Kingdom of Heaven life now is what holiness is all about and 
the Bible uses a variety of images to help us understand its height and 
length and breadth and depth.  
 
  It is like in trigonometry when we discover a ‘Triangle of Error’ in our 
lives because the horizontal and vertical lines in our lives don’t meet 
perfectly but messily because it is in the mess of our daily lives that we 
discover the Holy Spirit at work in us and transforming us. 
 
   It is like living in a Temple where God, or his glory, dwells. This is the 
story of Genesis 1 and 2 when he made a planet sized Temple to dwell in. 
When we think of Jesus’ mission, it is to cleanse and renew this Temple 
because our lives are unholy. When we think of our future hope of New 
Creation, as described in Revelation 21, there is now no need for a Temple 
because God now dwells among us in all his fullness. 



 
  It is like our lives being like a building site of New Creation and on this 
building site you will find the Holy Spirit, yourself and your life choices 
and this church who are the builders all hard at work. When we think of 
holiness, it is very easy to think of in terms of just JAM, that is Jesus And 
Me, and my habits, my life choices and how I serve Jesus. Whereas we 
need to also include JAC, that is Jesus And Church, because we all affect 
each other in how well we build holy lives both for good and for ill!!  
 
  It is like being at a gym where the Holy Spirit is our personal trainer who 
not only teaches and demonstrates what this holy life looks like, but he 
also helps us to apply ourselves with all that we are to live this holy life. 
  
  In 2016 Gilli and I visited the Atomium in Brussels. It is an awesome 
celebration of the atom and all things nuclear with which the 1930’s had a 
love affair, though now we do tend to find that less thrilling. If the 
Atomium is awesome, which it is, then Calvary is awe inspiring as here we 
see what a holy life really looks like. What a life, which is ruled by the love 
of God and animated by the Holy Spirit looks like. Or, to use Paul’s phrase, 
what a life which is being transformed from glory to glory really looks like. 
There is a cheesy old chorus which says ‘Turn your eyes upon Jesus’ and 
the song is right because this is what we are all to do. It is as we look at 
Jesus that we learn to imitate him in our lives now, or in other words learn 
holiness, and we do this because he is our destiny for one day we will truly 
be like him, that is we will be glorious and one day we will be all that Jesus 
made us to be. 
 

Questions on 2 Corinthians 3 : 18 ‘Living in the Spirit learning to be like Jesus’ 
 

1. What does the word ‘holy’ mean to you? Is it life denying or affirming? 
 
2. Do you agree with what Andy thinks God will write in his ‘eulogy’  
     about each one of us? Why is that? 
 
3. How do the pictures of the ‘Triangle of Error’, a Temple, a building  
     site, and a gym help us live a holy life? 
 
4. Why is the cross awe inspiring and why do we see what a life ruled by  
     love and animated by the Spirit look like there?   
 
5. Why are we to learn to imitate Jesus in our lives today? 
 
6. How does the picture of the ‘Triangle of Error’ help us live a holy life? 


