
Notes on Genesis 1 : 1 & 2  ‘Immersing yourself in the mystery of the Spirit’ 
 
  What do Americans call football? The answer is football though we do 
need to be clear about which sort of football they are talking about. Does 
the Bible believe in the ‘supernatural’? Or rather would it be better to ask, 
does the Bible delight in a world where the mystery of God in the Holy 
Spirit is far nearer, more real than perhaps any of us have ever imagined 
before? 
 
  A question the Bible thinks is important is ‘Where does God dwell?’ The 
Bible answers this by thinking in terms of the Second Temple finished by 
Herod, the first Temple built by Solomon and the Tabernacle built by 
Moses; but it is the answer given in Genesis 1 and 2 which is most 
important. In Genesis 1 you have a description of God building for himself 
in 6 days a place to dwell and rest in, which is this wonderful world. In 
Genesis 2 it describes him building a garden to walk in, a feature familiar 
to almost any Temple in the Ancient Near East.  
 
  Today we’re thinking about the mystery of the Holy Spirit who we’re to 
immerse ourselves in, but what is this mystery? In Genesis 1 verse 2 this 
mystery is described as God’s brooding presence over and in all of 
creation. Here God’s presence is described not by his absence, but by his 
very nearness; Genesis speaks of God’s immanence, his nearness, not his 
being far away. This is Temple language, and we find it in Exodus 40 verse 
34 where God chooses to dwell in the Tabernacle Moses built. We find it 
in 1 Kings 8 verse 10 and his glory filling the Temple Solomon had just 
built. We find it in John chapter 1 verse 14 which speaks of Jesus as the 
one in whom God’s living presence dwells, where the New Temple is no 
longer a thing of wood and stone but flesh and blood.  
 
  In 1637 Rene Descartes, the French mathematician and philosopher 
uttered his famous phrase ‘cognito ergo sum’, which means ‘I think, 
therefore I am’. By this statement Descartes revolutionised the way people 
would think and so understand the world they lived in and this is still true 
today. His claim was that the only way we are truly able to know if 
something is real is by my observing and thinking about it. In this little 
phrase he essentially divided the world into that of the natural, which we 
can observe and study, from that of the supernatural, which we can’t. By 
this step he exiled God into the world of the transcendent, the weird and 
the unworldly and far away from this world because now he did not belong 
to it. But Descartes was wrong, and I do not think that the word 
‘supernatural’ is a good way of describing God and the Holy Spirit. To use 
such language can mean that we assume that God is, by definition, far 



away, which requires him to ‘break in’ or be ‘invited’ into a world where 
he ‘does not belong’. Whereas Genesis 1 and 2 is convinced that God is 
never far away. It might even be persuaded to agree with the idea that 
when we feel the wind it is like feeling his breath on us. It might agree that 
when we walk through the quiet of a wood, or a street, we enter into 
something of his peace. Or when we hear the sound of children playing in 
a playground, we feel a touch of his joy. 
  
  Something which ‘Everyday Supernatural’ is very good at is the way it 
describes our knowing God’s love, his presence, his voice, his brooding 
over our everyday and ordinary lives. When it speaks so I find the word 
‘Extraordinary’, or even John Wimber’s phrase ‘Signs and Wonders’, to 
describe these ways of encountering God as being a better way of enabling 
us to encounter the mystery of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit who is already 
present here with us and is even now tapping us on our shoulders urging 
us to be filled by him because we are already in His space where He 
belongs since God does not need a passport, or visa to come near to us!! 
 
  Do you think that Jesus was supernatural? According to Genesis 1 and 2 
it seems to me to say that Jesus was the most human human who has ever 
lived. To borrow a phrase from Paul, Jesus was the Second Adam because 
he was the first man of God’s new creation as he was himself baptised in 
the Spirit, he was filled afresh and anew by this same Spirit, he was a man 
of extraordinary gifts and graces who by word and deed made a new 
Garden of Eden for us all to walk in and enjoy. Are we to be supernatural? 
To me the answer is no, but we are to know we’re baptised in the Spirit by 
Jesus, we’re to yearn to be filled afresh and anew by this same Spirit in our 
lives day by day, we’re to know the power of the gifts and graces of this 
Spirit in our lives, that we may discover in our everyday God walking 
alongside us and thus making them extraordinary in all that they are. 
 

Questions on Genesis 1 : 1 & 2  ‘Immersing yourself in the mystery of the Spirit’ 
 

1. What do you think the mystery of the Spirit means? 
 
2. How does Genesis 1 and 2 describe this mystery and how is this linked  
 to the Tabernacle in Ex 40, the Temple in 1 Kings 8 and Jesus in John 1? 
 
3. What do you think about Andy’s view of the word ‘Supernatural’? Does    
 what he say makes sense or is ‘Supernatural’ still a helpful word to you? 
 
4. What does it mean to say that Jesus was the most human human ever  
  and what does it mean to describe Jesus as the Second Adam? 


