
Notes on Matthew 3 : 11 & 12  ‘Immersing yourself in the gift of the Spirit’ 
 
  ‘Stick and stones may break my bones but then how does the rest of the 
saying go? Do you think this is true? If you answered ‘No’ you would be 
right as words can be astonishingly hurtful. As Jimmy Carr with his 
Holocaust joke or Boris Johnson and his Jimmy Saville reference, have 
both discovered recently. They have both been reminded not merely that 
words can amuse, illuminate, bring vision but that they can crush, 
humiliate and deceive too. John the Baptist also knows the power of words 
and with these words in verses 11 and 12 he lights the blue touchpaper of 
God’s plans and purposes for his generation. 
 
  If you go swimming the sea, how do get in? Is it gently, gently or do you 
just go for it with a big splash? John made the greatest splash ever when 
he said of Jesus that he would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 
In saying this John is telling all his listeners that God has not forgotten 
Israel like the time described in Exodus 2 verse 24 – 25 when Israel were 
slaves in Egypt or what Ezekiel say in chapters 37 and 47 when Israel were 
slaves in Babylon. John here is calling Israel to wake up and to understand 
what is happening in and among them. John is urging Israel to remember; 
to remember their redemption, their own baptism, their sealing by God, 
their story in the life of God and their salvation. He does so, so that all of 
this will be etched on their hearts by the Holy Spirit who will turn their 
hearts from stone to flesh, as they know the breath of God bringing new 
life to the dead nation and the call from God to wade into his life-giving 
river.  
 
  What John promises here in Matthew, Jesus fulfilled by his death and 
resurrection and in Acts 1 verse 5 he promises the Apostles that he will 
baptise them in the Spirit at Pentecost. It is at Pentecost that they will truly 
know their hearts have been turned form stone to flesh, they will know the 
breath of God on and over them and they will start to wade into God’s life-
giving river. 
 
  John is not just referring from the Old Testament, he is also pointing to 
the King present in their midst in whom God is at work, who is faithful to 
God, who loves God, who trusts in God and who obeys God. He points to 
the King who is the giver of God’s life-giving gift to all who ask. Acts 1 verse 
5 tells us that we are not just to know this giver, which is something we are 
very used to hearing and doing but to know his gift he yearns to give to us 
too. To ask bluntly, are you immersed, have you been baptised in the 
Spirit? Acts 1 and 2 describe the one-off event of Pentecost when the Spirit 
was lavished on the church but though this event was unique, we are to 



know this overwhelming encounter with God in our lives too. As a 
different example of this, think about your experience of salvation. When 
we think of our salvation, we focus on the unique event of Jesus dying and 
his being raised from the dead. We think of our initial response to this 
wonderful Good News, but we don’t repent from our sins once, do we? 
Repentance and forgiveness are a day by day-by-day experience; and it is 
the same with our knowing the Spirit. 
 
  John also speaks of how the King will bring fire; or in other words, 
judgment. The King will judge Israel, as described in verse 12, and Israel 
will be found wanting; well, they did kill him after all. This King will also 
judge us, but we are not to be afraid because this King was himself 
baptised into death and he will judge to purify, to cleanse and to make us 
whole by the Spirit who is at work in us to conform us more and more to 
the likeness of Jesus. 
 
  Everyday Supernatural does not use the term ‘Baptise with the Holy 
Spirit’ for lots of good reasons to do with it being such a controversial 
term, but this is the focus of chapters 1 and 2. That is, that it is still God’s 
desire to immerse us in the gift of the Spirit and as we think about this we 
need to ask ourselves, ‘Has the Giver changed?’ I don’t believe he has and 
so neither has the gift. 
 

Questions on Matthew 3 : 11 & 12  ‘Immersing yourself in the gift of the Spirit’ 
 

1. Why is what John says here in verses 11 and 12 lighting the blue  
    touchpaper of God’s plans and purposes for his generation? 
 
2. What is John urging to wake up to and understand what is happening  
    among them? 
 
3. What does your salvation mean to you? 
 
4. What does Jesus promise the Apostles in Acts 1 verse 5?   
 
5. What is your response to the question ‘Are you immersed, have you  
    been baptised in the Spirit? 
 
6. Do you agree with Andy’s comparison with salvation? 
 
7. What does the fire Jesus brings mean to you and why? 
 
8. What’s your response to the chapters 1 & 2 in Everyday Supernatural? 
 


