
Notes on John 14 ; 26  ‘Living in the Spirit listening to Jesus’   
 

  How long would it take you to turn a ‘Full Circle’? For Michael Palin, it 
took him a whole year but then again this was because he travelled 50,000 
miles around the Pacific Rim experiencing the astonishing contrast of 
countries like Australia, Japan, Columbia and the USA. Such contrasts is 
what verse 26 is all about as it uses the Pacific-like word of Paracletos to 
describe the vastness of life in the Holy Spirit. Of a life filled with the 
fulness of God where we are to no longer merely paddle with our trousers 
rolled up – as like Margate!! – but to instead follow Jesus where we are 
literally in over our heads. 
 
  I love being at beaches whether it is Anglesey, Tel Aviv, the Isle of Wight 
or Ibiza. I love to stand and experience the vastness of the sea stretching 
out before me and this is why Jesus chose to use such a vast word to 
describe the Spirit. This vast word is Paracletos where no one English 
word will do to properly translate it. This is why we are using Advocate, 
Counsellor, Comforter, Helper and Intercessor as they describe the 
vastness of the life in the Spirit Jesus wishes us to inhabit. The heart of 
these words revolves around the Spirit as one who comes alongside us who 
will speak on our behalf, guide us, prod us into action, help us and is with 
us in our praying and praying for us. All these words speak of an intimacy, 
a closeness of God that we may learn Jesus to be like better.  
 
  To be like Jesus means we need to hear Jesus’ words deeply again and 
again. On Friday I finished a book on evangelism and I reluctantly read a 
seven point study of Matthew 28 verse 16 – 20 and as I did so I 
experienced that very uncomfortable nudge the Spirit gives. I was 
reluctant to read this study as I am tired of the remorseless reducing of 
these verses to a series of fads and fashions we are to endlessly follow. 
What really prepared me for this Holy Spirit nudge was a quote from a 
missiologist called Jim Engel. He said:   
  “There is widespread agreement that the western driven agenda of the  
  last 50 years to ‘finish the task’ of world evangelisation has tragically  
  missed the mark in its narrow focus only on conversion. As I have often  
  said, the Great Commission has become the ‘great commotion’ of  
  proclamation in virtual of spiritual formation (doing the business of  
  making disciples) and social transformation (righteousness and justice).” 
 
  When we think of Paracletos we are to realise he is all about holiness. Of 
ourselves continuing to live and to learn to be those who follow and imitate 
Jesus. The Spirit yearns for us to look in the mirror each day and to see 
looking back at us someone in whom we see Jesus clearer. When we think 



of Paracletos we are to realise that he is alongside us that we may give a 
reason for the hope we have within us because we have learned that 
evangelism is being a spiritual friend to all. Brian McLaren phrases it like 
this: 
  “If we engage in spiritual friendship, if we see evangelism as relational  
  dance rather than conceptual conquest, process rather than event,  
  mutual learning rather than sales pitch, I believe we will find our whole  
  understanding of what it means to be a Christian will begin to change.”  
Brian McLaren throughout his book calls us to learn to see evangelism as 
something we do because it is just an extension of our normal learning 
from each other as disciples of Jesus. 
 
  As I have said before, I loved going to Anglesey and experiencing the 
many different beaches we saw there; in this case it is nothing like 
Margate!! I love the vastness of the word Paracletos not because I want to 
show off but because I want to be led into new places in the life of the Spirit 
where I have never been before. This is why I want all of us to follow 
‘Extraordinary Supernatural’ not for the ‘sugar rush’ of the Spirit alone but 
that we may become a more whole disciple and one used by Jesus to 
enable others to know this too for themselves. 
 

Questions on John 14 ; 26  ‘Living in the Spirit listening to Jesus’   
 

1. What do you think is the main reason why I love to use the word  
    ‘Paracletos’ to describe the work of the Spirit in our lives?  
 
2. Which of the words used to translate ‘Paracletos’ (Advocate,  
    Counsellor, Comforter, Helper and Intercessor) resonates best for you  
    and why? 
 
3. These words speak of the closeness of the Spirit to us, but what is the  
    main reason for this in our lives? 
 
4. What do think Jim Engel is seeking to say in the quote I used and how  
    does it help you see evangelism in a better way? 
 
5. Do you think when you look in the mirror each day you will see  
    someone looking back at you in whom you see Jesus clearer? Why?  
 
6. What do you think about the definition of evangelism as ‘Spiritual  
    friendship’ as given by Brian McLaren? 
 
7. Do you like the vastness of the word ‘Paracletos’ and why? 


