
Notes on Matthew 28 : 11 – 20  ‘Living in the Spirit sharing Jesus’   
 

  Good News is, by definition, good. It is something we love to relish in, it 
is something we love to hear about, it is something we love to feel, it is 
something we love to know and it is something we love to be filled with. 
Good News is when your, or others’, world is turned upside down. Good 
News for the Ukraine would be the removal of Russian troops from its 
borders. The Good News for a Blackburn Rovers fan was to have his life 
saved by a Doctor who happened to be at the game. The Good News for 
Rhys Langford, a 19 year old lad dying from cancer, is to give all of his 
savings to a fellow cancer sufferer, who is 6 years old, that he may have 
the chance to live. Such stories of joy, and of tears, is how we are to think 
of Jesus because he is, after all, the best Good News! 
 
  On 25th August 1980 when I was 17, I embraced the Good News of Jesus 
because I had seen it in action and I had heard of its height, length, 
breadth and depth at the Greenbelt Festival I had gone to. The first thing 
I was told to do when I became a Christian was to tell the others in the 
group from church I went with, to tell my family and to tell the church I 
was part of. This has not changed; my life is still about telling others the 
Good News of Jesus. It is the heritage of Spurgeon’s College, where I 
trained, which continues to nurture and develop Pastor Evangelists. It is 
our heritage as a Baptist church because we believe it people coming to 
faith is at the heart of all who we are and all that we do. Above all it is the 
heritage of Jesus whose first words were ‘Repent and believe for the 
Kingdom of God is at hand’. 
 
  Here in Matthew 28 Jesus tells his disciples to go. He tells them, and us, 
to go and tell all people that Jesus is the Good News. Jesus is the Good 
News because we know that he is the King and in him all of God’s plans 
and purposes have been fulfilled. We know this because that by his death, 
resurrection and outpouring of the Spirit death has been defeated, sin has 
been overcome and the devil conquered. He tells us to go and baptise all 
in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit because in baptism we 
celebrate and testify to all that Jesus has done and, in the water, we 
experience afresh the truth of all who Jesus is by the Spirit. He tells us to 
go and teach everything that he taught that all may know how to live as 
people who are truly human and to know him in our lives by the Spirit as 
those who now are the New Israel. The Good News is gloriously true, it is 
gloriously simple, it is gloriously complex, it is gloriously life giving, it is 
gloriously life enhancing, it is a glorious YES as we live our lives in the 
Spirit. This is why we are following the Everyday Supernatural course and 
reading the book that we may know this in our lives.  



  Sadly, another reason why we are to tell others the Good News of Jesus 
is because so many lies have been told about him. In verses 11 – 15 the 
guards themselves are told to go and tell not the truth of what they had 
seen and heard but the lies that Jesus and the disciples are deluded, 
deceivers and dangerous. This is why Matthew wrote as he did because he 
wanted to deny all of this and one of the reasons why his Gospel has such 
a Jewish focus is because he is defending all who Jesus is, taught and did. 
 
  I read this week a story about a caver called George Linnane. He broke 
his leg, jaw and ribs in a caving accident, and he was rescued by the South 
and Mid Wales Cave Rescue Team. After he’d recovered from his injuries, 
he joined the rescue team because he said it was ‘the right thing to do’. 
When we know the Good News of Jesus in our lives what is the right thing 
to do? It is to tell others about Jesus and his Good News. Matthew 28 has 
often been used to promote the numbers game of merely growing the 
church, but it tells a far bigger story. It is a story of our growing to be like 
Jesus as described in chapter 4 verse 19 where we grow to be like him not 
for our own benefit, though it truly is life in all its fulness, but that we may 
all become fishers of women and men, of boys and girls, or however people 
may identify themselves to know Jesus. 
 
  Does anyone care to party? The 6th February marks the start of the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and all of us are told to go and tell everyone to 
party as we celebrate this occasion. For the last 2000 years we’ve been 
partying about Jesus, his death, his resurrection and his lavishing of the 
Holy Spirit on us. We’re called to go and to invite as many as we can to 
this party. This is our identity as disciples, as followers of Jesus, who 
himself always seemed to be in trouble because he called people to come 
and party and he is still calling people to party in the life of the Kingdom 
of Heaven but now it is through us. 
 

Questions on Matthew 28 : 11 – 20  ‘Living in the Spirit sharing Jesus’   
 

1. Why is his death, resurrection and gift of the Spirit Good News?  
 
2. What does it mean to be baptised and to learn all that he taught? 
 
3. What are the lies that have been taught about Jesus? 
 
4.  According to Mt 28 what is the right thing to do? 
 
5. What is the bigger picture Mt 28 is seeking to teach us?  


