
Notes on John 14 ; 15 – 27   ‘Living in the Spirit imitating Jesus’ 
 
 

  Happy New Year and as I wrote for the thought for the week is it for you a question 
mark or is it an exclamation mark? One of BIG themes for this is year is living in the 
Spirit and his, though it could also be her ministry in our lives, in our church and in 
our community. This is why we are also exploring holiness and evangelism as they 
are both naturally, or perhaps we should say supernaturally, associated with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
  A question - why do we use a dove to represent the Holy Spirit? Is it because of 
Jesus’ baptism in the river Jordan when the Spirit came down on him in the form 
of a dove? Or does it represent the gentle character of the Holy Spirit, though I think 
that is probably both a yes and no sort of answer!! Or are we to see here an echo of 
the flood story in Genesis. The dove reminds us that Jesus came as the Messiah to 
baptise his people into the Holy Spirit. By this I mean he came to immerse us into 
the life of the promised age to come, as described in John 1 verses 30 – 34. This life 
we will know and live in part now and one day we will know and live in its fulness 
when the age to come has come that is at the time of resurrection. Jesus here 
reminds us that it is only by the Spirit are we able to imitate and be like Jesus. He 
says this not to discourage us but to remind us that with God ALL things are 
possible especially when we find it such a struggle.  
 
  The dove reminds us that Jesus as the Messiah is the second Solomon whose 
wisdom none could oppose, and the Spirit is to be like a knotted hanky in our lives. 
That is, he is to prompt us, to remind us, to tattoo us, to guide and to lead us into all 
the truth who Jesus is and into all the truth which Jesus taught. This is why we have 
holiness as a theme this year too. Holiness is all about our learning to imitate Jesus 
in the warp and woof of our lives whether it be in our workplace, our play, our 
relationships or in our church. 
 
  The dove reminds us of the faithfulness of God, the promises of God, the goodness 
of God, the love of God and the salvation of God. These are some of the reasons why 
Jesus is such Good News, for it is in Jesus that we know them to be true and we 
know them to be true in the midst of our incomplete, our inconsistent and our 
incongruous lives. This is why evangelism is one of our themes this year because it 
is in our weak humanity that God’s promises, goodness, love and salvation shine 
clearest. What we take to be as one of our greatest hindrances to sharing our faith, 
is in fact one of our strongest. It is when people see us as we really are do they realise 
that faith is never a question of being good enough for God but of God meeting us 
on our terms but then turning our lives upside by death and resurrection of Jesus 
and his Spirit at work in us. 
 
  So, what will New Year be for you? Will it be a question mark or an exclamation 
mark or maybe it will be the joyful discovery that in fact it is both!! 
 


