
Notes on Psalm 139 : 13 – 16   ‘Roman and Rosie’s BIG Day’ 
 

  I do like listening to Michael Bublé and I love ‘It’s beginning to look a lot 
like Christmas’. It is now 5th December, and have you already put up your 
Christmas tree and decorations? What part of putting up decorations do 
you like the most? Or when you were a child what part of putting up 
decorations did you like the most? As a child I loved it when mum 
decorated the Christmas tree, which she always did on Christmas Eve. She 
did this in the vain hope that we would be less excited, noisy and 
boisterous; it didn’t work. We used to ‘help’ mum decorate the tree but the 
best bit was when the cat joined in helping by deciding to eat as many 
tinsel strips as it possibly could! Michael Bublé is right when he sings 
about the sense of expectation, excitement, awe and wonder we associate 
with Christmas and this sense of expectation, excitement, awe and wonder 
is one of greatest gifts of parenthood we can give to any child. This gift 
though is not just for Christmas, we are to nurture and to encourage it as 
much as we can in the lives of children and in ourselves too. 
 
  I do not agree with the sentiment that Christmas is just for kids since I 
love Christmas and I’m not a child!! Both Marie and Verity chose the same 
memorable and catchy song lyrics for this morning, but the lyrics they 
chose was not from a Michael Bublé Christmas song but from a very 
different song book, they chose from the Psalms. The lyrics of these verses 
in Psalm 139 are almost Christmas like in their sense of awe and wonder. 
It is like the time when the shepherds knelt before the manger and when 
you hold the gift of a child for the first time in your arms and that timeless 
moment of realising that we are all fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Whether you are 1, 7, or 9 a child’s world is filled with awe and wonder. 
Think of their amazement at seeing snow covered trees, the joy of 
throwing a snowball or making a snowman, or woman come to think of it, 
and the greatest gift we can give to Roman and Rosie is to help them grow, 
develop and for us to share in this world of countless wonders. We are to 
resist the idea that we are to introduce them to the distorted world of jaded 
and fashionable cynicism which is perpetually weary of all that this world 
is.  
 
  But awe and wonder is not a one way street as Roman and Rosie give us 
gifts too. They give us the gift of rediscovering the language of praise and 
worship. Roman and Rosie dare us to discover God not as a casual word 
we assume we already know but a person whose depth of meaning we can 
never plumb. They give us a priceless opportunity to share their journey 
of knowing this God who delights to meet us in unexpected times and 
places. Next year we are hosting a course called ‘Everyday supernatural’ 



whose aim is to help us all learn and explore what it means to meet God 
in the everyday experience of life.  
 
  Roman and Rosie’s second gift to us all is to rediscover the language of 
life in all its fullness. What this means is to rediscover a life that has depth, 
meaning, purpose that we experience in our lives as we learn to imitate 
him in our lives day by day and as we fulfil his purpose of being his Kings 
and Priests to this world he loves so much. A simple example of this is 
knowing that the best gift we can give anyone is to give our time and our 
attention where we listen, we engage with undistracted by demands of this 
24/7 world. 
 
  This is why I like Michael Bublé so much not because it is beginning to 
feel like Christmas but because of the gift of being able to live out 
Christmas in my life day by day. It reminds me of one my favourite 
Christmas stories of Ebenezer Scrooge and his story of becoming a 
changed man. The language of Ecclesiastes 3 is the language of countless 
wonders and its view of the whole of life as being a series of God moments 
when we know life in all four dimensions whether it be changing a nappy, 
training a toddler or taking the opportunity to expand their horizons. This 
is God’s wish for us all this Christmas time, that we all take the opportunity 
to open this gift of God’s presence in our lives day by day not just for the 
sake and benefit of Roman and Rosie, but for ourselves too. 
 


