
Notes on Matthew 18 : 15 – 35  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected Gift of 
forgiveness’ 

 
  Do you enjoying buying presents for Christmas? Some of the best 
presents we’ve ever bought for Christmas were for my nieces and 
nephews. We had great fun choosing for each of them a particular Lego 
key ring, but not all of them sadly shared our same sense of fun!! What is 
the gift that has been deliberately and carefully described in these verses? 
It is forgiveness and yes it does speak about us knowing the joy of being 
forgiven but yet the overwhelming focus of these verse is our forgiving of 
others. All of this is brought into a very different focus when we realise we 
are the little ones described in verses 6 and 10. 
 
  The reason why we are all little ones is because we all need forgiveness. 
In the parable the debt is described by Jesus using the heaviest weight and 
the biggest available unit in their measuring system. The parable is very 
obvious in describing how we are all in debt, that none can repay 
regardless of what we say, as in verse v26 and that we all deserve to be 
liquidated, as described so graphically in verse 25. However wonderfully 
pictorial Jesus’ language is about our assets being liquidated, the terms 
the King uses in response is the far more recognisable language of the 
Exodus which speaks of compassion, release and forgiveness. All of these 
things are described by the table that is set before us and given form by 
the bread and the wine on it. It is around the table that we learn that we 
all have the same status, the same worth, the same frailty, the same need 
and the same dependence. The table reminds us we are all little ones and 
we are to treasure and treat each other as little ones too. This is the link 
between verses 29, 21, 17 and 15. I have deliberately gone backwards here 
to emphasise the importance Jesus gives to the little one language and we 
are to do the same. 
 
  If this language about being a little one is true, then what is the sin verses 
15 and 21 are speaking about? Is it about how we have been hurt or is it 
about how you have hurt others? When we add into this question the 
language about being a little one, as in verses 6 and 10, we see that the is 
about both. What these verses describe is the extraordinary complexity of 
all relationships. There are no simple relationships as all require 
extraordinary hard work to maintain and to grow and verses 15 – 20 is 
Jesus’ attempt to get his head around it. These six verses rely on verse 15 
which speaks of our commitment for ‘none to perish’, in verse v14, and for 
the church to live out its vocation as a pastoral body, in verse v12. Verses 
15 – 20 are not about the punishing or disciplining of people but through 
prayer and listening to Jesus the ensure that we will not suffer what is 



described in verses 31 – 35 because we exercise forgiveness among us. Yes, 
I know that it is a parable and it is not to be taken literally, but Jesus here 
is making the point that for him our forgiving of each other is fundamental 
to our life together and we need to learn the simple lesson that little ones 
matter. None can claim any priority or privilege in this church as the only 
ones who matter in this church are who? The little ones, and who are the 
little ones? They are all of us. 
 
  Do you think that you will like all of your presents this Christmas? It only 
takes 14 seconds for you to decide whether you will like your present or 
not and pyjamas are the gift most likely to be returned while deodorant 
and shower gel will most likely be regifted!! Christmas is about Jesus 
whose gift to all who are crushed and weighed down by the debt of sin is 
the King’s compassion, his release of your burden and the cleansing of 
yourself? If you do not know this then why not ask him as he will set you 
free and relieve you of your burden. This gift we receive from Jesus is a 
gift and it is a gift we are to give to all and especially to all who are little 
one, that is to all of you here, for the church is the sign of God’s new 
creation, of God’s presence among us and that we may all have a foretaste 
of the life Jesus gives and will give in all its fulness. Christmas is a time for 
giving and to give forgiveness is one of life’s greatest gifts.  
 


