
Notes on Mt 18 : 1 – 14  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected Gift of a child’ 
 
  Gift Day is a set of tales of unexpected gifts. I don’t mean what you gave 
to Angel Tree, the Genesis Project, Baby Basics or the Women’s Refuge 
but what you received when you gave your gift or were you not paying 
attention? Think about what you received when you gave your gift and let 
me help you unwrap it during the sermon? 
 
  The first clue is to do with tragic story of those 27 people who died in the 
channel this week. It is easy to see these 27 people as people with little 
value or worth, isn’t this what the label migrant means? But what Jesus 
says in this chapter turns all of this on its head, daring us to think 
differently. Matthew 18 is the fourth teaching block in Matthew’s Gospel 
and the meaning of the chapter is so obvious that we tend to skip over it 
because we are too scandalised by it. The meaning is, is the value God gives 
to all those who are little ones. Jesus takes an obvious little one, that is a 
child, but he then spins him into a metaphor, and he adds to the mix 
recycled past teaching so that the penny might drop for all of us; when he 
is speaking about ‘little ones’, he is speaking about each one of us. What 
Jesus is saying here in Matthew 18 is that YOU don’t matter if YOU think 
the Kingdom revolves around YOU because who is it that matters in the 
Kingdom of Heaven? The answer is the little ones, but who are the little 
ones in the Kingdom of Heaven? The answer is YOU and this is the gift 
we are all to unwrap. 
 
  This gift of being a little one in the Kingdom of Heaven is described in 
verses 3 – 5 with its focus on the humility of a child. Jesus here isn’t saying 
that children are naturally unselfish, since they’re not, but what he does 
mean is what Paul describes in Romans 12 verse 3. Paul says that we are 
not to think too highly of ourselves but to see ourselves as we would see a 
child in the first century. The simple truth that Jesus is here urging on us 
is to know that the world, church, or life don’t revolve around us! This does 
not mean that we’re worthless because God measures your value by 
measure of his love we see in the cross. This gift of being a little one in the 
Kingdom of Heaven is described in verses 6 – 9 and the value we are to 
give to each little one. These verses are not about how others have hurt, 
offended or bruised me BUT how have I hurt, offended or bruised others. 
The hyperbolic language Jesus uses in verses 8 and 9 is about the value 
Jesus places on all little ones as he wants us all to take extreme measures 
so that we may not hurt, offend or bruise others. Here our value is known 
by how others value us according to the measure of God’s love we see in 
the cross. This gift of being a little one in the Kingdom of Heaven is 
described in verses 10 – 14. Here we know we are loved, valued, treasured 



and delighted in by Jesus the Shepherd because he has looked and looked 
and looked for us. BUT this is not his point, instead he reminds us that he 
has also looked and looked and looked for those around you too. This 
familiar Good Shepherd language is the measure we are to use to remind 
us of just how precious each one of us is to Jesus.  
 
  All of this we know at the communion table. It is a table for little ones 
where are reminded of the gift unwrapped for us in Jesus. It is at the table 
that I know my value, where I know my place and my ministry in the 
Kingdom of Heaven, but I am also reminded that it is exactly the same for 
you to as we are all built on the cornerstone of the love of God we know in 
Jesus. 
 
  This is the language of Mosaic Discipleship where firstly, we are 
reminded that we are all littles and in our discipleship we are to learn how 
to live out our uniqueness as one loved by Jesus. But because we are all 
little ones so we are to also learn how we can enable each other to live out 
their own uniqueness too. 
 
Questions on Matthew 18 : 1 – 14  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected Gift of 

a child’ 
 

1. What do you think is the focus of this chapter? Do you agree with what  
     Andy thinks? 
 
2. Who do you think the ‘little ones’ that Jesus mentions regularly here  
     in this chapter are and why? 
 
3. What is the gift of being a little one in the Kingdom of Heaven as  
     described in verses 3 – 5? 
 
4. What is the gift of being a little one in the Kingdom of Heaven as  
     described in verses 6 – 9? 
 
5. What is the gift of being a little one in the Kingdom of Heaven as  
     described in verses 10 – 14?  
 
6. Why is the communion table a table for little ones and how does it  
     help us to unwrap the gift we have in Jesus? 
 
7. What does it mean for you to live out your own uniqueness in your life  
     day by day? And how can you help others live out their uniqueness  
     too? 


