
Sunday 21st November 2021 

Study Notes 

 

Please read Luke 15:1-7 

 

We’ve all heard the story of Jesus going after the lost sheep. That he will leave the 99 and go after 

the one. I can rehash this again, but you’ll probably all get very bored as you’ve heard it all before. 

My question though is why did the sheep become lost?  

We read in Isaiah 53 that “We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own 

way;.” 

Have you ever watched sheep graze? Their head is down and they just go after the next piece of 

grass. They become focussed on what they’re doing and ignore everything around them. Because of 

this a Shepherd is on hand to keep the sheep together, to stop them wandering off and getting into 

trouble. As we know, in numerous places in the bible the Shepherd makes reference to God and we 

are represented by the sheep. 

There are 2 groups of people: Those who don’t know the shepherd – Those who are not yet 

Christians and those who know the shepherd - Christians 

 

Let’s deal with those who don’t know the Shepherd first. If a sheep doesn’t know the shepherd they 

can get into all kinds of difficulty. They can become lost, injured and hungry. They’re all alone with 

only themselves to rely on.  

But we all know sheep follow each other. Now this can work in two ways. If a sheep follows another 

sheep which doesn’t know the way, they are both going to get into difficulty. But if a sheep follows a 

sheep which has its eyes on the shepherd then not only will the sheep be safe, but it will also get to 

learn that by following the shepherd they can have safety and security too. 

If you’re sat reading this, wondering why on earth I am going on about Sheep and Shepherds. It’s 

because you need to meet God, the shepherd. He knows how to keep you safe, he knows you inside 

out and he knows what is best for you. How do you get to know the Shepherd? It’s simple ask one of 

His sheep to introduce you. If you know a Christian, ask them about God, come along to church, 

speak with Andy Gore or myself. 

And if you’re a sheep who knows the shepherd then use this coming Christmas time as the 

opportunity to invite your friends to come and meet the shepherd.  

 

And now onto you who do know the Shepherd. Do you ever feel like you’re just plodding on with 

God. Not a great deal changes. Like those sheep, your head is down and you’re just grazing, getting 

what you need but no more. 

Or does it feel like at times like the shepherd is around, but he’s not really interested in you as an 

individual sheep. 



Or maybe you might be feeling like the shepherd has left you out alone on the hillside all alone. He’s 

just not there anymore. 

 

I want to tell you that the Shepherd is there. He is interested in how you’re doing, and he doesn’t 

want you just aimlessly grazing. He wants you to follow him to new, greener pastures. He wants to 

lead you to still waters. 

Great, I hear you cry, that’s just what I want, but He just hasn’t done it. Or maybe you’re blaming 

yourself for feeling distant. Please don’t. I think we’ve all struggled over the past two years, I know I 

have. But I feel we’ve moving into a time of renewal, there’s lots of great things already happening 

and planned for the next year. 

Our Youth service is growing fortnightly, we had to put out extra seats last week as so many young 

people attended. 

We’ll be taking the biggest group of young people we’ve ever taken to DTI this summer 

We’re going to be looking at the Holy Spirit in detail next year, with 5 months of teaching focused 

around Everyday Supernatural. 

In January we’ll be launching Rightnow Media, the Christian version of Netflix, which the whole 

church will have access to. 

God has got great things planned and He wants you to be part of it. Please get involved with all that 

we have planned over the coming weeks and months. Don’t stay out alone in the field, instead come 

into the barn where it’s warm and we can support you. Grazing with your head down can be tough, 

when all you want is someone to come alongside you and ask how you’re doing. I know I’m really 

bad at noticing when people need me to ask how they are, I’m sorry. So please ask for help and 

prayer if you’re struggling. We want to support you and help you feel connected to the shepherd. 

 

And if you feel you’re focus is on the Shepherd then which sheep out there can you ask to follow you 

as you introduce them to God? 


