
Notes on Mt 17 : 14 – 23  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected coming Death’ 
 

  Trick or Treat; what do these words mean to you? Is it just a glorified 
protection racket or is it an exercise in completely missing the point of 
what the 1st November is all about?  The First is All Souls Day which is a 
day filled with joy and laughter as we celebrate the faithfulness of God to 
those who are now with him in heaven and how our lives have been 
blessed by their service to him. The irony of this misemphasis is like the 
irony of the disciple’s dejection and head scratching at their powerlessness 
in making this child well. But Jesus, who as we’ve been told, is the Son of 
God with whom the Father is well pleased, he heals this boy to bring 
delight to the dad and daylight to the disciples’ dejection. 
 
  One of Gilli and my favourite TV shows is ‘Only Connect’ and have you 
made the connection yet between the Father’s words, ‘listen to him’, and 
all who Jesus is? In verse 17 Jesus sounds very much like an Old 
Testament prophet who sees clearly where his generation is heading. He 
hears the clink of Roman chains as those defeated by Titus are led off to 
Rome because he sees how much Israel has become chained to the 
enemy’s thoughts and ways. The disciples are dejected because they have 
failed to make the link between the illness of the child and the work of the 
enemy whereas the dad is delighted that his son is healed. Yet neither dad 
nor disciple sees the world as it really is as described by Jesus in verses 20 
and 21. If we are to see clearly then we need to be people of faith. We need 
to be people like Moses and Elijah who were a contrast not only to their 
own generation but to the disciples and their generation too.  
 
  When we think of faith though, we need to do so carefully. Faith is not to 
be thought of as being just a matter of quantity because Jesus uses here a 
proverbial saying where the whole point is about the smallness of faith 
that we may be encouraged and blessed because here size does not matter. 
Faith is not to be thought of as being just a matter of quantity as the focus 
of the story is not on how much faith the father or the son have but about 
the disciples and how they fail to see Jesus properly. Do they merely see 
Jesus as just a healer, or exorcist, for even though he is these things he is 
also so much more. Faith is not to be thought of as being just a matter of 
quantity but the question is are we growing in it? Jesus here is asking the 
disciples if they have grown and matured in their understanding, in their 
obeying and in their trusting of him. Faith is not to be thought of as being 
just a matter of quantity but instead is focussed on Jesus because it is 
Jesus who will move mountains to set Israel free from their captivity to 
the enemy because with Jesus nothing is impossible. Jesus shows this is 
true by healing and by setting the boy free from the enemy. One of the 



strategies of the enemy is for us to take our eyes off Jesus and instead to 
think about ourselves, our faith, the size of our faith, or the size of the 
challenge instead of Jesus and the triumph of his death and resurrection. 
The heart of our identity is Jesus and his death and resurrection and by 
this we know that nothing is impossible because Jesus dared to believe 
that his death would mean the enemy defeated, sins forgiven and creation 
renewed. He also dared to believe that he would be the first raised to 
resurrection life when the Father would say, ‘This is my Son with whom I 
am well pleased’. By his death and resurrection, we too dare to believe. We 
dare to believe that the future has burst into not just his present but into 
ours too and that life can never be the same again. 
 
  Our lives are shaped not by a trick but by a treat that nothing is 
impossible for God. This is something we are all to pray over, to ponder 
about and to be still with. It is the language of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:55 
where he shouts from the rooftops, “Where, death, is your victory? Where, 
death, is your sting?”. Our lives are to be shaped by the treat of knowing 
that our sins are forgiven, the enemy is defeated, our prayers are 
answered, healing is real and our distresses are removed. This is the life 
shaped by Jesus’ death and resurrection and this is why Jesus tells the 
disciples this again and again and again for though hard it is hard to hear 
it they, and us, are to not only believe it, we are to live it too. 
 
Questions on Mt 17 : 14 – 23  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected coming Death’ 

 
1. What is the connection between this story and the Father saying ‘This  
    is my beloved Son with whom I am well pleased’? 
 
2. Why does Jesus sound like an Old Testament prophet in verse 17? 
 
3. What do you think verses 20 and 21 mean? 
 
4. Why is faith not to be thought of as being merely a matter of size? How  
    do you respond to the different points Andy makes here about faith? 
 
5. Why are we to focus on Jesus and his death and resurrection as the  
    heart of our faith?  
 
6. What did Jesus dare to believe his death and resurrection would mean  
    for him to fulfil his ministry as the beloved Son of God? 
 
7. What is the ‘treat’ of 1 Corinthians 15 verse 55 and what does it mean  
    for us to live our lives shaped by Jesus’ death and resurrection? 


