
Notes on John 20 : 1 – 10  ‘Service of lament – rejoice the tomb is empty’   
 
  I would like you to pick up your paper circle and poke a hole in its 
middle. If you look through it, what do you have? Well, if you had two 
paper circles you would have a pair of glasses because you would have 
‘two lenses’. But, as you only have just the ‘one lens’, so therefore you 
have a monocle. One of the wonderful things you can do wearing a 
monocle, is that you can see in two different ways at the same time. To 
look through a monocle, or to look through the stone that was rolled 
away, is to celebrate that the world has been forever changed; even 
though when you look around at the world, it seems as if nothing has 
changed!! 
 
  I have asked before, but according to John which day of the week is it? 
It is not Day 1 but Day 8, because it is the first day of God’s New creation 
after the seven days of the old creation. The punchline of the Gospel is 
that God’s New has broken in, even though to quote John it is ‘while still 
dark’. God’s New has broken in even though the powers of dark of sin, 
death and the devil may still seem to be in charge. The truth is, is that 
they aren’t, and they have never been in charge as God is both Lord and 
King of all. To look through a monocle, or the stone that was rolled away, 
is to realise these two opposite things are true at the same time. God’s 
New has dawned like a new day even though it may still feel like night; 
just like it is with time zones. If it is 11:00am here, is it 11:00am 
everywhere in the world? The answer is ‘No’ because we know in New 
York it will be 6:00am, in Chicago it will be 5:00am and in Los Angeles it 
will be 3:00am. The circle reminds us and tells us to celebrate that God’s 
New day has come and even though it still seems to be dark, our circle 
dares us to believe that the world has been changed forever because 
God’s New day has dawned. 
 
  We live in the midst of God’s new creation and if it is hard to see this, 
this is why we are told to live by faith because, though the darkness 
seems so real, we dare to believe that God’s New dawn has come. We 
dare to believe that Covid does not have last word, because Jesus is 
raised from the dead which means that God’s New dawn has come. We 
dare to see the world differently because Jesus is raised from the dead 
which means that God’s New dawn has come. We dare to believe the 
world is different because Jesus is raised from the dead which means 
that God’s New dawn has come. We dare to live differently because Jesus 
is raised from the dead which means that God’s New dawn has come. 
 



  Tony Campolo, an Italian American Baptist Preacher, has a famous 
story called ‘It’s Friday but Sunday’s Coming’. He tells the story of his 
Pastor in this Black American Church reminding his church that 
whenever it feels like that Good Friday was, we are to remind ourselves 
… Sunday’s coming!! If you feel sad like that Good Friday was, we are to 
remind ourselves … Sunday’s coming!! If you feel defeated like that Good 
Friday was, we are to remind ourselves … Sunday’s coming!! If you feel 
the world is all messed up like that Good Friday was, we are to remind 
ourselves … Sunday’s coming!! But actually, our circle is so much more 
than this, for if today feels like that Good Friday was, we remind 
ourselves NOT that … Sunday’s coming BUT that Sunday HAS come 
AND one day it will come in all its fullness. This is our joy, our hope, our 
confidence, our heart and our soul. Sunday HAS come and so has God’s 
New Dawn AND we look forward to that Day when God’s Sunday will 
come in all its fulness so we can therefore be a confident people, a 
courageous people and a people who live lives of faith, of hope and of 
love.  
 


