
Notes on Matthew 16 : 13 – 20  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected King’     
 
  I loved reading my children bedtime stories. I would put on silly voices and I would act it 
out; it was great fun. Here is a familiar bedtime story and it ends perhaps not as you 
might have expected it! 

 
Once there once was a young person named Red Riding Hood who lived with her mother on 
the edge of a large wood. One day her mother asked her to take a basket of fresh fruit and 
mineral water to her grandmother's house -- not because this was womyn's work, mind you, 
but because the deed was generous and helped engender a feeling of community. 
Furthermore, her grandmother was not sick, but rather was in full physical and mental 
health and was fully capable of taking care of herself as a mature adult. So Red Riding Hood 
set off with her basket through the woods. Many people believed that the forest was a 
foreboding and dangerous place and never set foot in it. Red Riding Hood, however, was 
confident enough in her own budding sexuality that such obvious Freudian imagery did not 
intimidate her. On the way to Grandma's house, Red Riding Hood was accosted by a wolf, 
who asked her what was in her basket. She replied, "Some healthful snacks for my 
grandmother, who is certainly capable of taking care of herself as a mature adult." The wolf 
said, "You know, my dear, it isn't safe for a little girl to walk through these woods alone." 
Red Riding Hood said, "I find your sexist remark offensive in the extreme, but I will ignore it 
because of your traditional status as an outcast from society, the stress of which has caused 
you to develop your own, entirely valid, worldview. Now, if you'll excuse me, I must be on my 
way." Red Riding Hood walked on along the main path. But, because his status outside 
society had freed him from slavish adherence to linear, Western-style thought, the wolf 
knew a quicker route to Grandma's house. He burst into the house and ate Grandma, an 
entirely valid course of action for a carnivore such as himself. Then, unhampered by rigid, 
traditionalist notions of what was masculine or feminine, he put on Grandma's nightclothes 
and crawled into bed. Red Riding Hood entered the cottage and said, "Grandma, I have 
brought you some fat-free, sodium-free snacks to salute you in your role of a wise and 
nurturing matriarch." From the bed, the wolf said softly, "Come closer, child, so that I might 
see you." Red Riding Hood said, "Oh, I forgot you are as optically challenged as a bat. 
Grandma, what big eyes you have!" "They have seen much, and forgiven much, my dear." 
"Grandma, what a big nose you have -- only relatively, of course, and certainly attractive in 
its own way." "It has smelled much, and forgiven much, my dear." "Grandma, what big teeth 
you have!" The wolf said, "I am happy with who I am and what I am," and leaped out of bed. 
He grabbed Red Riding Hood in his claws, intent on devouring her. Red Riding Hood 
screamed, not out of alarm at the wolf's apparent tendency toward cross-dressing, but 
because of his willful invasion of her personal space. Her screams were heard by a passing 
woodchopperperson (or log-fuel technician, as he preferred to be called). When he burst into 
the cottage, he saw the melee and tried to intervene. But as he raised his axe, Red Riding 
Hood and the wolf both stopped. "And just what do you think you're doing?" asked Red 
Riding Hood. The woodchopper-person blinked and tried to answer, but no words came to 
him. "Bursting in here like a Neanderthal, trusting your weapon to do your thinking for you" 
she exclaimed. "Sexist! Speciesist! How dare you assume that women and wolves can't solve 
their own problems without a man's help!" When she heard Red Riding Hood's impassioned 
speech, Grandma jumped out of the wolf's mouth, seized the woodchopper-person's axe, 
and cut his head off. After this ordeal, Red Riding Hood, Grandma, and the wolf felt a certain 



commonality of purpose. They decided to set up an alternative household based on mutual 
respect and cooperation, and they lived together in the woods happily ever after.  

 
Jesus was a past master at doing this and in fact I think he loved to do this. Think of the 
parable of the Good Samaritan when he had the crowd in the palm of his hand and then 
he unleashed such a shockwave of an ending that they would never forget what he said 
because everything had been turned upside down!! It is not just only Jesus who did this, 
Matthew does it too and not only is the end unexpected but the whole Gospel is riddled 
with tales of this unexpected King. 
 
  Who do you think I am talking about? ‘Get rid of the man with the ears’. I’m talking 
about Mr Spock in Star Trek who I think is one of the most iconic characters in TV ever 
and when the new Star Trek film reimagined a brave new world with Vulcan destroyed all 
Star Trek fans had to think in a new way. Matthew paints a portrait of an unexpected 
King throughout his Gospel. Look up the following texts and you will see: Mt1; 2:2; 3:17; 
4:3, 17, 23; 8:27, 29; 9:6, 35-36; 11:4-6; 12:18-21; 14:19, 32. He does this for a reason, to 
confront us with the glorious truth that Jesus is the unexpected King who demands an 
answer to the question he asks in verses 13 and 15; what is your answer to him? 
 
  The people’s answer in verse 14 is because of an Old Testament book they read and 
studied again and again. It might surprise you to know the book I am thinking of is 
Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy tells the Israel’s story of Exodus, the Law being given at 
Sinai, Israel’s entry into the land but then their exit and their return to the land. This story 
is told to remind Israel that they are in serious trouble, that is that are still in their sins, 
which means that their current story is being shaped by curse and not blessing. Israel 
therefore needs to hear and know God’s living voice of love, forgiveness and renewal to 
get out of this place. So, when they heard Jesus teach and saw his acts of mercy, they 
realised the time of blessing which Deuteronomy promised had finally come. 
 
  Is this your answer to Jesus’ question? Do you wish to hear God’s living voice of love, 
forgiveness and renewal in your life? But there is something not quite right, the people’s 
answer is not big enough to describe Jesus which is why we need Peter’s answer. Peter’s 
answer is that Jesus is the Messiah, the King, the Son of the Living God and it is this 
explosive answer which is big enough to describe Jesus. When Peter says that Jesus is 
the Messiah, he has a number of things in his heart and mind. He is thinking of Jesus as 
being like King David who will defeat and destroy Israel’s enemies. He is thinking of Jesus 
as being like King Solomon who will rule Israel with God’s given wisdom and he knows 
this because he’s heard Jesus teach. Peter confesses that Jesus is the unexpected King, 
or as the Son of Man which is another title that ties in with this from Daniel 7, because it 
is he, and he alone, who will bring God’s rule of love, forgiveness and renewal into the 
here and now. As God’s King he will bring in the Kingdom of Heaven where God will rule 
over all things. This is why we need to respond like Peter to Jesus’ question that we may 
know in our lives the fulness of God’s love, forgiveness and renewal.  As God’s King he 
will bring Israel’s story to fruition but how he will do this we will explore next week. 
 
  Verse 13 and 15 touch the heart of our Mosaic Discipleship themes for this year; that of 
Jesus, Service, Work, Rest and Play. These verses when they ask us who we think Jesus is 



our answer is to be shaped by Peter and how he is described in verses 17 – 19. Here Peter 
is described as a model of discipleship and we are to take our lead from him. The key 
point here in our discipleship is for us ALL to know such moments of revelation which 
turn our hearts, minds and souls inside out and upside down. Like Peter may we dare to 
respond to Jesus this unexpected King in such unexpected ways that we may grow in 
him and grow to be more like him. 
 
Questions on Matt 16 : 13 – 20  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected King’     
 
1. What do you think of the portrait of the unexpected King in those texts which Andy 
lists from Matthews’ Gospel? What does it say to you? 
 
2. Why did the people think of Jesus as prophet in verse 14? Why were they right in 
thinking so? 
 
3. Why is Peter’s answer a much better and bigger one? 
 
4. If we answer Jesus like Peter did, what enemies do you think did Jesus defeat and 
which part of his wise teaching speaks to you the most? 
 
5. What does it mean for you to know God’s rule of love, forgiveness and renewal in your 
life? 
 
6. How do you think verses 17 – 19 describe a model of discipleship? 
 
7 Can you describe a time when your heart, mind and soul has been turned inside out and 
upside by Jesus this unexpected King? How has this unexpected moment helped you in 
your being like Jesus? 


