
Notes on Matthew 16 : 1 – 12  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected’ 
 
  In 2009 my whole universe fell apart and I was left with my mouth wide 
open because in the film ‘Star Trek’ they destroyed the planet Vulcan!! For 
all of us who grew up on and loved the Star Trek universe we were all 
forced to boldly go where we had never been before into undiscovered 
country of a new universe. This is exactly the same impact Jesus had upon 
his listeners as he turned their world upside down and inside out because 
he claimed that he was the tale of the unexpected Israel had been hoping 
for which is the heart of Jesus’ warning in verse 6. 
 
  On the 24th March 1979 Karen Standley captivated a whole generation of 
pubescent boys with her dance routine that was the opening credits for the 
TV series ‘Tales of the Unexpected’. It was just like how the James Bond 
films had always been introduced, but it was just a lot cheaper!! The Tale 
of the Unexpected is Jesus and here he speaks to grab our full attention. 
This Tale exploded into life when he fed the 5000 and the 4000. These 
miracles were not just about the provision of food and the abundance of 
the Kingdom of Heaven, they were performed to resonate in the echo 
chamber of Israel’s memory in which Israel lived but which Jesus claimed 
had now been turned upside down and inside out. Israel’s Tale was that 
they were still in the wilderness, or rather Exile, where they were still 
waiting for their hope to be fulfilled and God’s future to come true. Israel 
remembered that God had fed Israel in the wilderness as a sign of his 
presence and promises, so Jesus did the same to demonstrate that HE, 
and HE alone, was the one who would lead them to the Promised Land of 
God’s fulfilled plans and purposes. Jesus showed this not by only feeding 
the crowds but by replacing all of Israel’s symbols of their life, vocation 
and identity with himself. 
  
  Jesus is still God’s Tale of the Unexpected and his plan and purpose is to 
turn your whole life upside down and inside out as we ourselves discover 
the undiscovered country of his newness. The disciples did not get it since 
they were arguing about bread and so missing the whole point that Jesus 
is central to life. This is why Jesus speaks of littleness of faith, since they 
had little to confess about Jesus and certainly little to live. They had 
forgotten about the contrast between the house built on the rock with the 
sand, as well as what the seed in the parable of the Sower meant too. The 
Pharisees and the Sadducees did not get it either as they sought to 
condemn Jesus, according to Deuteronomy 13 and 18 which speaks about 
how to discern if a prophet has been truly sent by God. Verse 1 is a 
demonstration not of their love for God but of their hard heartedness 
towards Jesus who undermined everything their own understanding of 



the story of Israel was about. The Pharisees and Sadducees agreed that 
Israel’s identity centred on the ancient story of Abraham, Moses, Joshua 
and David but they agreed on little else. For the Pharisees Israel’s life 
focussed on the daily life of obedience to the Torah and the Traditions of 
the Elders, for the Sadducees the focus was on the Temple and its 
sacrificial system. For the Pharisees Israel’s hope focussed on the 
resurrection and all things being made new, whereas for the Sadducees 
hope had little importance. For the Pharisees Israel’s vocation looked to 
the Zealots whereas for the aristocratic Sadducees it was about 
maintaining the uneasy status quo. In claiming to understand Israel’s 
story and trajectory this only led to the Pharisees and Sadducees crying 
out for Jesus to be crucified and then to their own sons being crucified 30 
years later when they rebelled against Rome. 
 
  I read recently the story of a Mr Seth Mahiga. He was the secretary to the 
‘Atheists in Kenya Society’. However, they had to announce his 
resignation because he had become a Christian and so could no longer 
support their activities. For Mr Mahiga his becoming a Christian had 
turned his whole world upside down and inside out, he had utterly 
changed how he understood the world and now lived his life. What story 
controls your understanding or shapes your memory? In verses 8 – 11 
Jesus challenged the disciples to change how they understood and 
remembered all that he had done as this was the only way for them to grow 
in their faith. Jesus retells Israel’s story not out of curiosity but so that we 
may live our lives reshaped by HIS story because this is the heart of our 
identity, our hope, our life and our vocation. As a church we want to 
explore a resource called ‘RightNowMedia’ where as individuals and as 
small groups we can understand and remember Jesus better that our own 
story of faith may be built better on the rock who is Jesus and that the seed 
of his word may bear fruit in our lives. I have recovered from my Star Trek 
shock but I am glad to say that Jesus continues to surprise me!!  
 
    Questions on Matthew 16 : 1 – 12  ‘Jesus – a tale of the unexpected’ 
 
1. How did Jesus turn the lives of his listeners upside down and inside  
     out? How does this explain his warning to his disciples in verse 6?  
 
2. Why is Jesus the ‘Tale of the Unexpected’ and what role did his  
     feeding of the 5000 and 4000 play in this? 
 
3. How will Jesus lead Israel, but also you, into the Promised Land of  
     God’s fulfilled plans and purposes? 
 



4. What do you think Jesus when he speaks of littleness of faith of the  
     disciples; what had they not understood? 
 
5. What does the story of Mr Seth Mahiga mean to you and how is it an  
    example of our lives being turned upside down and inside and living  
    now in the new story of Jesus? 
 
6. What do you think Andy means by this sentence: ‘Jesus retells Israel’s  
    story not out of curiosity but so that we may live our lives reshaped by  
    HIS story because this is the heart of our identity, our hope, our life  
    and our vocation.’ 
 


