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Sermon 8th AUGUST 2021 (Text for study groups) 

 

Romans 12v.2  I appeal to you, by the mercies of God, to present yours bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 

conformed to this world (or to the contemporary culture), but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind and you may prove what is the will and way of God, what is good 

and acceptable and perfect 

John 

With all the talk and frenzy about ending all restrictions of the pandemic lock down 

My question is what is the new normal? How do we, disciples of Jesus, answer that question? 

Surely, we will start with how Jesus lived his life on earth. From the temptations on, we have 

his constant example of the outpouring of love, living for others – what ever the 

consequences. Often the consequences meant suffering under the weight of his contemporary 

culture. It was predicted in Isaiah 53: 

He was despised and rejected by men 

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief and as one from whom people hide their 

faces… 

He was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

 

This is not an easy story to tell if we focus only on the love of God toward us, his care, his 

devotion, especially as our culture rejects the need for tears, pain and struggle.  

What a wonderful, heart blessed time we have had in the church just lately with the recent 

baptisms. But we must remember to share with those who have experienced the waters of 

baptism as they start on their journey with Jesus that not only have they been given the gift of 

life in the family of Jesus, but also they have been given a vocation to follow Jesus in his way 

of living – a way of living that is not in tune with ‘normals’ of our society. Oddly enough it is 

more in tune with the action of care, love and devotion and struggle of those caring for the 

sufferers of COVID19. 

 

How is that you might ask? What do I mean? Do you remember when Jesus was thrown out 

of the synagogue in Nazareth (Luke 4.21) He went to his home town – they knew him, he 

grew up among them. Jesus was invited to read the scripture; he chose this passage from 

Isaiah 61.1-4.  

 

God’s spirit is on me; he’s chosen me to preach the message of good news to the poor. 

Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to set the 

burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act”  

(The Message, translation) 

 

He was hated by the religious leaders. They him hated enough for them to corruptly 

manipulate the politics of the day (is any of this familiar?) and finally his enemies have him 

executed on a trumped-up charge. Why did they hate him? 

He was often found with people who others either despised or rejected (the leper, woman 

accused of adultery, the Samaritan (how shall we contemporize that list? Those who are 

black, the homeless in the streets, the immigrants…..  

See Isaiah 53: “He was despised and rejected, a man of sorrows and aquainted with 

grief, as one from whom people hide their faces, he was despised and we esteemed him 

not.” 
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Story: Mother Teresa’s words: ‘Love until it hurts’ together with the story of her 

attending to homeless man on the street: “When I was removing the live maggots from 

his feet I knew I was attending to Jesus himself” I loved him as if he were Jesus. 

 

So, we must care for the newly baptized as we share the story of Jesus and remind ourselves 

that the way of Jesus is not always popular. 

 

The normal way of Jesus does not conform to contemporary culture: remember our text: Do 

not be conformed to this world (or to the contemporary culture), but be transformed by the 

renewal of your mind and you may prove what is the will and way of God, what is good and 

acceptable and perfect. 

 

As we approach the end of lock-down measures, let us rejoice that we, that is we Christians, 

now have a new opportunity to witness what our Lord really does look like. What did he say 

in Nazareth? Here it is again: 

The Father has sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

set the burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act” 

His ‘sermon’ Luke 21-27 spelt out what it means to act “as if the kingdom was here”. All his 

examples Elijah ministering to a woman in Sidon (not Israel), a leper a Syrian, not Jewish 

was healed by Elisha deliberately suggest, no claim, that those who did not claim to know the 

creator God are the ones, God commends. 

What so enraged the Nazarene congregation? Jesus was clearly proclaiming that the then 

contemporary culture was unfit for the Kingdom and it is time to act to change that ‘normal’. 

(Later we witness Jesus leading a demonstration against the priests and leaders in the temple 

in Jerusalem. (Over turning the money changing tables, using a whip of cords which he made 

himself. He was incensed at their hypocrisy, turning, as he put it the temple of prayer into a 

place of a place of trade, [market, den of iniquity]. 

This “market” had become the normal. In order to fulfil their status with God, people, so said 

the religious leaders, needed to buy birds and animals to be sacrificed. It had become 

‘normal’. Jesus was changing the normal. 

 

A year or two? We don’t know how long) before had spelt it out in the synagogue. He said it 

was God’s time to act. It was Kairos time 

 

 

“This is the time to act” 

Kairos – The time has come, what did Jesus say?  

Sent me to announce pardon to prisoners and recovery of sight to the blind, to set the 

burdened and battered free, to announce, “This is God’s year to act” 

 

Our text: 

 Do not be conformed to this world (or to the contemporary culture), but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind and you may prove what is the will and way 

of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

In 1985 the Kairos Document was produced by Christians in South Africa. The crisis then 

was the evil practice of apartheid. They saw that God was calling them to decisive action. 

When God makes a judgement, he is, at the same time, offering mercy. 

Today in our contemporary culture where we are, I believe we need to hear this prophetic 

message. I will now quote from that1985 document because I believe we need to hear this 
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prophetic message in the strongest terms. The only changes I have made are to change the 

name ‘South Africa’ to “the earth” and the word “apartheid” to the “new normal”. 

 

 The time come. The moment of truth has arrived. The earth has been plunged into  

crises that is shaking the foundation and there is every indication that the crisis have only 

just begun and that they will deepen and become even ore threatening in the years to come. 

It is the KAIROS or moment of truth not only for the health of people and the eco-systems of 

the earth but also for the church. It is very serious, very serious. For many Christians this is 

the KAIROS or moment of grace and the opportunity, the favourable time in which God 

issues a challenge to decisive action. It is a dangerous time, because if this opportunity is 

missed and allowed to pass by, the loss for the Church, for he Gospel and for the people of 

the earth will be immeasurable. Jesus wept over Jerusalem. He wept over the tragedy of the 

destruction of the city which was immenent “and all because you did not recognize your 

opportunity (kairos) when God offered it” (Luke 19.44). 

 

The passage in Luke 19.44 reads: And when he drew near and saw the city he wept over it 

saying, “ Would that even today you knew the things that made for peace (shalom).  

 

Peace, not that ‘lets go and have a bit of peace’. The Hebrew word is of course shalom.  Here 

is a word which needs uncovering so its width, breadth and galactic majesty can be 

appreciated and experienced. It’s like a streaming service! Shalom is at oneness with God, it 

is the well-being and soul health, oneness with friend and foe. 

 

Shalom includes care for all creation, responsibility for the vulnerable, justice between 

generations, love for neighbour, a simple lifestyle love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness faithfulness gentleness and self-control. It is complete and absolute wholeness, the 

total harmonious, yet dynamic integration of all things, the certainty that every aspect of his 

current physical world has its ultimate future in God. Shalom is not to be reduced to a 

personal feeling of happiness, or even joy, it is the certainty that every aspect of this current 

physical world has its ultimate future in God. 

 

That’s why Jesus wept, for you and you and Dronfield and Britain and Europe and the west 

the East, fort the whole inhabited earth. Jesus invites his followers, his family to live through 

thick and thin, through hope, despair, he invites us, in other words to allow the Spirit to 

transform us into his likeness.  

My paraphrase of John 14.12: Seriously, I’m telling you, those who believe in me will do as I 

do, (not whatever the normal is) and greater works, because I now go to the Father. 

This isn’t a promise of the possession of miraculous gifts, but rather it is the indication of 

what radical discipleship really means: living and dying, even for others. That is all others, 

people, animals, plants, the whole teeming planet. 

 

It’s not as if this is new: God spoke at the beginning of creation…. Genesis: 
 

God spoke. Let us (Father, son and spirit) make human beings in our own image, make 

them reflecting our nature so that they can be responsible for the fish of the sea, the 

birds in the air, the cattle, and yes the Earth itself and every animal on the face of the 

earth. 

Stats: 

Fish 

80 species extinct and 3,000 threatened 
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Birds since AD 1500  

Animals: Lemurs, Hawksbill Turtle, Polar Bears Gorillas 

Cheetas Elephants, Whales, Moutain Gorillas, Tigers, Orangutans Red Panda all in 

danger of extinction 

 

 

 

Is the new normal for us the same, as it was before COVID19?......  NO! 

 

Follow Jesus, whatever it takes: 

Jesus in the garden: Matthew 26.36-46 

My soul is very troubled, even to death….. My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 

me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou want. 

 

So, as we pray: Our Father which is in heaven, (he is also on earth) in, throughout 

everywhere. 

We look to our Father God, who weeps in love for us and our tawdry ways, so that we too 

may learn to weep more and at the same time, in the new normal, to pray in the words of 

Psalm 139. 

Search me, O God and know my heart; test my thoughts. Point out anything in me that makes 

you sad, and lead me in the way of shalom. 

 

Here’s the new normal. 

 

Oh Thou, the breathing life of all, creator of the shimmering sound that touches us 

Help us breathe one holy breath feeling only you to create a Holy Shrine within us. 

Desire with and through us the rule of universal fruitfulness throughout the earth. 

From many selves, 

Create in us a divine cooperation 

One voice, one action. 

Grant what we need each day 

In bread and insight; 

Substance for the call of growing life. 

Erase the marks our failures make 

Just as we scrub our hearts of others faults. 

Deceive neither by the outer of the inner, 

Free us to walk your path with joy. 

From you is born the all-ruling will, power and life 

To live the song that beautifies all which 

From age to age it renews. 

 

And all God’s people say 

“AMEN” 
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Group Discussions 

 

1. Obviously, the group needs to share experiences and feelings good and bad of the 

pandemic. 

 

2. I am hopeful that the sermon and its text will inspire animated discussion about 

how we are caught up in a society which over all cares little for the poor, the 

destitute and immigrants and what we as individuals and as church are and 

should be doing about influencing another way of thinking according to the ways 

of Jesus. 

 

       Romans 12v.2   

I appeal to you, by the mercies of God, to present yours bodies as a living 

sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 

conformed to this world (or to the contemporary culture), but be transformed by 

the renewal of your mind and you may prove what is the will and way of God, 

what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

         

 

3. What do you make of the underlying assumption in the sermon that we should, 

as Christians, express our grief for the state of the world more often, both alone 

and together? Remembering of course that Jesus wept. 

 

      4.   What about anger and rage? Where does Jesus’ anger and violent demonstration 

            in theTemple fit in to our own following of Jesus. What about “Extinction  

            Rebellion”. Should we be taking part as church? 

 

5 What response do you have to the idea that young Christians should be 

encouraged to expect resistance to their new chosen way of life? 

 

6. Share your own experiences of difficulties and joys which have been the 

Consequences of your journey with Jesus.     

 

 


