
Notes on Psalm 121  ‘Service of lament – the darkness of the tomb’   
 

  What is the highest Mountain you’ve ever seen and what is the highest 
one you’ve ever climbed? When I was in Kathmandu, I saw Mount 
Everest but the highest mountain I’ve climbed is Mam Tor 
(517m/1696ft), though the one that took the most effort was Wideopen 
Hill (369m/1210ft) in the Cheviots when I was carrying a full pack when 
out on a walking holiday with Gilli. Last year our text for the year was 
Psalm 121 verses 1 and 2 and our experience of the last 17 months has 
been like climbing mountains higher than we’d never climbed before. 
Psalm 121 wants us all to look up to the hills but there is ONE I want us 
to focus on. It is ‘a green hill far away, outside a city wall’ and we know it 
by the names of Golgotha, or Calvary. Today I would like all of us to 
know Golgotha, or Calvary, speaking afresh into our lives in the light of 
the last 17 months, but also for the months that lie ahead. 
 
  What did you write on the middle of your cross? I wrote ‘God is not 
apatheia’. Apatheia is an old idea describing how God has to be always 
the same. This means that he is unable to know pain or suffering since 
this would suggest a change in God and so on the cross it was the ‘human 
Jesus’ alone who suffered and died. The meaning of the cross thus 
focussed on how God dealt with MY sin, MY being far away from his 
love and MY condemnation. All these things are wonderfully true BUT 
the cross means far more than this. In 1973 a German theologian called 
Jurgen Moltmann wrote a book about the cross in the light of 25 years of 
his own coming to terms with the evil of Nazi Germany. Moltmann had 
been a Luftwaffe pilot and when the war ended the question on his heart, 
mind and soul was how was Germany to be rebuilt and how would they 
resolve the reality of the evil Germany had lived through under the Nazi 
regime. The clue for this is the title he chose for the book. The title is 
‘The Crucified God’, a term coined by Martin Luther, and the focus of the 
book is the cross in terms of God’s own pain and suffering not just in the 
face of evil, suffering and death BUT in his terms of his own journeying 
through and defeat of evil, suffering and death on the cross. At Golgotha, 
or Calvary, we not only know peace, grace, forgiveness and wholeness 
BUT we also discover a God of compassion, that is a God who suffers 
with us in all of our own pain and sorrow, such as what you wrote on 
your cross and heard from others. It is this ‘Crucified God’ who 
encourages us, who helps us to endure and who enables us to carry on 
each day and as we do this we discover more and more the depths of 
what the cross is about. 
 



  We lift our eyes to Golgotha, or Calvary, because it is 731m/2398ft 
above sea level. 35 years ago, I climbed it but then discovered something 
quite odd. The average elevation of Jerusalem is 760m, or 2490ft, above 
sea level, so in effect when I ‘climbed’ Golgotha, or Calvary, what I did 
was actually descend 29m, or 92ft. This reminds us that God is always 
the one who chooses to come down to us, to walk with us, to love us, to 
bless us and to have compassion on us. He is the one who always chooses 
to come down and to walk alongside us in the valley of the shadow of 
death that we may not be afraid. This is our ‘Crucified God’ who 
promises never to leave us or abandon us, but to be always with us and 
may you know his presence in and with you day by day by day. 
 


