
Notes on Jonah 1 : 1 – 17 ‘Signing on the dotted line the Jonah Way’ 
 

  When I was 16, though I might have been 17, I had probably my worst 
job interview ever. It was with the Royal Navy at their recruiting office in 
Canterbury. I was late, I had made no preparation for their questions, or 
prepared any questions of my own, I gave the impression of being far too 
entitled and the old truism – if fail to plan you plan to fail – was 
completely true for me. I have wondered what would have happened to 
me if I had been successful in that interview. Would I have made it as a 
bandsman, which was my aim, or not? Would I have fought in the 
Falklands War when I would have been 19 years old? Would I have been 
able to go to Greenbelt where I became a Christian in 1980? Or would I 
have ever been asked that question which led me into ministry and so 
here. The story of Jonah is about the worst possible job offer you could 
ever imagine; well, that was how Jonah seemed to interpret it judging by 
his response to God. What Jonah hadn’t realised was, was that this job 
offer by God was God calling him to fulfil what his heritage, his race, his 
faith and his worldview were actually all about. 
 
  I wanted to join the Royal Navy because of two bandsmen who had 
taught me how to play the tuba: Dave McClennan and Dave Burrows. I 
freely admit that Dave Burrows, who had been a Royal Marine 
bandsman, was very much a hero of mine at school. Jonah though was 
no Dave Burrows, but his story has always captivated me throughout my 
life as a Christian. Whether it was the fish story and the question about 
the reliability of the Bible as young Christian.  Or as my first series as a 
Pastor in my first church to inspire them to be a world changer in their 
community. Or of someone who had forgotten his identity as a child of 
Abraham and as a Prophet who having been so blessed by God was to be 
a blessing not just to the world but to Nineveh in particular.  
 
  But let me ask you a question. Who, or what, is the focus of the story? Is 
it God? Is it Nineveh? Is it the sailors, the fish or is it Jonah? Well, the 
answer is all of them because it is a complex story. What about this 
question? Who do you think is the focus for today? Is it Nat who will be 
baptised? Is it Andy who is baptising him? Is it Jesus, this church or 
you? Well, you know the answer because it is all of us. Finally, who then 
are my words for? Yes, the answer is all of us; but you knew that 
anyway!! 
 
  So, what of God? Well, here in the story he is the bloodhound who is 
always on Jonah’s case but also Nineveh’s too. God is determined for 
Jonah to know and to enjoy all that it means for him to be a Jew, to be 



one of the People of God. But God is also determined for Jonah to fulfil 
his identity, and so his vocation as someone called to tell others of his 
saving love. This is what the pool is all about. It is an invitation to us all 
to know and to be blessed by this saving God’s love that this love may 
become our identity too.  
 
  What about Jonah? This story is about him learning even deeper that 
his complete identity is wrapped up in the call of God to Abraham, the 
story of the Exodus, the gift of the Promised Land, the gift of a King and 
the gift of the Covenant. It is for him to learn that this identity is not 
something he is to keep to himself but something to be lived out as he 
fulfils the privilege of his vocation as a true and whole human being. This 
is what the pool is about too. It reminds us, and celebrates that Nat has a 
new identity; he is no longer just Nat Evers. He is Nat Evers the child of 
God, the brother of Jesus, the person set free from sin and learning to 
live out what it means to be truly human day by day by day and it is an 
invitation for you to know it too. 
 
  What about Nineveh and the sailors? It is the Good News that they are 
to be blessed by God. It is the news that they can turn away from all 
rebellion against God, to abandon the old ways of death, grief and sorrow 
and instead to embrace a new way of life as those forgiven by God. This 
is what the pool is all about. It represents the change of an old life left far 
behind and a new one embraced. 
 
  All of these revolve around verse 15 and Jonah’s own life threatening 
and changing dunking. Without this moment of being thrown in the sea 
none of the above would have happened because for these things to come 
true, then Jonah had to ‘die’ and to be raised to life again. This is why 
Jesus referred to the story because none of the above can happen 
without his own dying and rising in our place. This is what the pool is all 
about and it is not only a description of the truth about Jesus, but also an 
invitation too. It is an invitation to us all, whether for the 1st, or the 100th 
time, to say yes to Jesus, to say yes, I will love you. Yes, I will serve you. 
Yes, I will follow you. 
 
Questions on Jonah 1 : 1 – 17 ‘Signing on the dotted line the Jonah Way’ 

 
1 Why was God’s call to Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach against it the  
  worst possible job offer? 
 
2 Why was Jonah’s refusal to go failing to fulfil his heritage, his race, his  
   faith and his worldview? 



 
3 Who or what is the focus of this story about Jonah? What are the  
   reasons for your choice? 
 
4 How would you describe God as portrayed in the story of Jonah? Do  
   you know and enjoy what it means for you to be a Christian? 
 
5 How would you describe Jonah as portrayed in the story here? How  
   does this help us understand our identity and vocation better? 
 
6 How would you describe the sailors and Nineveh as portrayed in the  
   story of Jonah? How does the story of Jonah help us better understand  
   what the Gospel is about? 
 
7 Why is verse 15 so crucial to the whole story of Jonah? 
 
8 Jesus refers to the ‘sign of Jonah’ in Matthew 12 : 38 – 42. How does  
   the story of Jonah speak of Jesus, his death and resurrection and his  
   mission as the Son of God? 
 
 
 
 


