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Sunday 01st August 2021 
 

Lessons from a Warship and a Lighthouse 
 
We ALL make mistakes! 
 

In many ways the whole Bible is about us making mistakes so it’s difficult to draw out one passage 
that says it all. So, let’s look at an Urban Myth which I imagine many of you have heard before - 
the warship and the lighthouse (attached). 
 

Mistake 1 - Being a prisoner of our culture. We’re all a product of our culture - the way we’ve been 
brought up BUT we don’t have to be prisoners of it.  
 

The Captain was a product of his military culture - years of military training where you either give 
orders or obey orders. An upstart lighthouse keeper was turning his world upside down. This 
upstart was not going to obey him  
 

At the time of Jesus, the Jewish leaders were a product of their religious culture and had created 
systems and regulations in minute detail on the way to please God. An upstart roving preacher 
turning their world upside down. This upstart saying God was more interested in what was in your 
heart than what you did according to their traditions.  
 

We are a product of modern culture which promotes success based on self-reliance and no 
absolutes - everything is relative and contextual. Our unique challenge is to get the message of 
reliance on God heard above the all-pervasive ingrained dependence on reliance on self. 
Remember Jesus said “For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who 
humble themselves will be exalted.’” Luke 14:11 NIVUK 
 

Mistake 2 - Having a closed mind which can make us miss critical things.  
 

The Captain had the mindset that lights were on ships to be seen from a distance in poor visibility. 
Here was a light it must therefore be a ship. That closed mind dictated everything else he did. He 
didn’t check any other possible situation or solution. The only solution was to insist the other light 
move.  
 

The Jewish leaders had the mindset that the Messiah would be a warrior king, uniting the Jews 
and kicking out the Romans. The Jewish leaders struggled with the idea of a Messiah who would 
win freedom by losing - by dying. And what about a Messiah saying love ruled - love a Roman?? 
All the Jewish leaders saw was impending disaster by folk following this Jesus who said faith in 
Him was the key to God’s kingdom. 
 

We too can close our minds to what makes a Christian. Churches over the centuries have split 
by placing great emphasis on bits of doctrine. Look at all the denominations and sects we have. 
We can create a “Jesus +” gospel which disintegrates the body of Christ. Our challenge is to focus 
on Jesus - that’s what will unite us. Remember Jesus said “I am the way and the truth and the 
life. No-one comes to the Father except through me.” John 14:6 NIVUK 
 

Mistake 3 - Hearing only what we want to hear which prevents real understanding 
 

The Captain only heard challenges to his authority. A lighthouse keeper challenging his authority 
which made him determined not to give in. Hearing only what he wanted to hear was dragging 
everyone else towards disaster. Ultimately the Captain had to act - he changed direction. He 
learned that lighthouses are unbeatable - they can’t move. 
 

The Jewish leaders only heard challenges to their authority and position from Jesus’ teaching. 
Parables and teaching attacked them and they rejected it instead of wrestling with the teaching 
to fully understand it and take the opportunity to change. Ultimately the Jewish leaders had to act 
- they killed Jesus. They learned that God is unbeatable - He raised Jesus from the dead 
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We too can only hear what we want to hear. How destructive that can be in church meetings when 
we shut our ears or take the hump instead of checking whether what we understood was what 
was intended. Our challenge remains to hear what Jesus is saying to each of us. Remember 
Jesus said “Whoever has ears to hear, let them hear.’” Mark 4:9 NIVUK 
 

Mistake 4 - Failing to get to grips with critical stuff because we can’t be bothered. The Captain 
would have had many maps and charts as navigators never set out without thoroughly getting to 
grips with them. Maps and Charts come in many versions to give the most relevant way to meet 
our needs. An ordinance survey map is very different to an atlas or an AA or RAC roadmap and 
you might have to wrestle with it to master a map. Planning with Maps and Charts helps avoid 
potential hazards like a great big lighthouse! on the journey. A lighthouse should not have been 
a surprise.  
 

We have the Bible and can stray from Christ-like living if we never open it. It’s only as we read 
the Bible, get to really know it, that it becomes God’s Word - that prick of the conscience, that 
verse that hits home, that you can’t get out of your mind. To help our understanding the Bible too 
comes in many different versions - translations, paraphrases - even graphic novels - but you still 
might have to wrestle with it. We don’t have to struggle alone though - we have reading notes, or 
commentaries, or sermons or Bible Study groups. There’s no one single perfect way of wrestling 
with it - we need to find out what works for us. Our challenge is that getting to grips with the Bible 
starts as an act of will because it will take time, effort and commitment. Paul encourages all of us 
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 
righteousness,” 2 Timothy 3:16 NIVUK 
 

Our challenge remains that “We all make mistakes” but then what? We can try and bluster our 
way out of them - blame others. We can try to ignore them - pretend they didn’t happen. We can 
try to minimise the impact - it doesn’t matter, it was an accident. No amount of denial changes 
the reality that we all make mistakes. The alternative is to acknowledge our mistakes to Jesus. 
Two things are clear - Jesus meets us where we are - we don’t have to be mistake free “But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 
5:8 NIVUK and secondly Jesus will forgive us - as He promises - and sets us right with God. “If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness.” 1 John 1:9 NIVUK.  
 

So, we have a choice - we all make mistakes but what will we do about it? 
 
 
Questions for further reflection 
 
1. Four mistakes that are so easy to make - which do you see as your greatest trap? 
2. I’ve suggested 4 Biblical verses to help in each of the situations caused by mistakes - which is 

your favourite or have you one that sticks in your mind? Share with others why this verse is 
important to you. 

3. As there is no one right way to get to grips with the Bible share your encouragements and 
disappointments in trying to study God’s Word 

4. We are all a product of our culture - share with others how you overcame it to put God first. 
5. How easy is it for you to close your mind? Share ways you have found helpful to keep an open 

mind about what God wants to say to you. 
6. We’re all guilty of the trap of hearing what we want to hear. Accepting this makes us careful 

when we want to get messages/views across to others. Share your experiences, how you 
realised you’d closed your ears, or how you’d been misunderstood and how you sorted it. (Mine 
has almost become a mantra “It’s not the message you send that’s important but the message 
received”.) 


