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(Being) ‘FAITHFUL in PRAYER’ (Key Text: Luke 11:1-13 NIV) 
 
A Core Value for all Christians …and all Churches? 
 
Introduction: What do we think about being ‘Faithful in Prayer’? Here are the thoughts of 
some others… 
 
“Prayer – secret, fervent, believing prayer – lies at the root of all personal godliness” 
(William Carey). 
 
“Prayer catapults us onto the frontier of the spiritual life. Of all the Spiritual Disciplines, 
prayer is the most central because it ushers us into perpetual communion with The 
Father.” (Richard Foster, in his classic book: ‘Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual 
Growth’) 
 
“The greatest answer to prayer is prayer itself. It’s easy for God to perform miracles, rare 
for us to truly humble ourselves and ask” (Pete Greig, in his best selling: ‘Dirty Glory: Go 
where your best prayers take you’) 
 
“Pray continually (without ceasing)” (The Apostle Paul, 1 Thessalonians 5:17) 
 
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us – whatever we ask – we know that 
we have what we asked of him” (The Apostle John, 1 John 5:14-15) 
 
“When you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is 
unseen” (Jesus, Matthew 6:6) 
 
There is always a danger in speaking or writing for believers about being ‘Faithful in Prayer’. 
The danger is that they might even be disempowered or sent on an unhelpful ‘guilt-trip’, 
which results in an even greater prayerlessness and a sense of failure. Carey, Foster, Greig 
and the apostles Paul and John, along with Jesus Himself, all wanted to encourage God’s 
people, Christian disciples, to find joy, perseverance, delight and hope in their prayer lives… 
and so do I. So no ‘guilt trips’, but rather an encouragement to be excited about the gift of 
prayer. After all, we believe that we have the joy of being able to communicate with a 
Heavenly Father and to bring our needs (and the needs of others) before Him and to hear 
His voice speaking into our lives and situations. Jesus, The Good Shepherd, said that His 
sheep will recognise His leading and recognise His voice (John 10:2-4). Amazing! 
 
So, let us listen to the voice and teaching of Jesus, in response to a question asked by one of 
His disciples: ‘Lord, teach us how to pray…’ (Luke 11:1). In our main passage (Luke 11:1-13), 
Jesus provides some wonderful insights and encouragements, so that His followers might 
become ‘Faithful in Prayer’. We will consider those insights and encouragements by looking 
at Jesus ‘Primary Example’ …His own ‘Personal Practice’ and also the ‘Pattern of Prayer’, 
which he gave to those early disciples. We will reflect upon the ‘Parable about Prayer’, 
which He told them; consider the great ‘Promise Concerning Prayer’, which He made; and, 
we will also hear about the great ‘Partner in Prayer’, who is also promised to those who ask 
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The Father for the Holy Spirit. We will also reconsider, by way of response to our reflections, 
the ‘Purpose of Prayer’. We shall ask, what is THE VALUE of ‘Faithful Prayer.’ 
 
1. A PERSONAL PRACTICE and our PRIMARY EXAMPLE of Faithful Prayer (v1 and Mark 1:35) 
 
One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. The disciples saw something (vibrant, 
different, inspiring?) special about the ‘prayer life’ of Jesus and they wanted to know more. 
Jesus ‘very early in the morning, while it was still dark’ got up and went to pray privately 
‘in a solitary place’ (Mark 1:35). If we are to be faithful in our own prayer-lives we should 
build ‘Holy Habits’ (or Spiritual Disciplines) into our lives. This is not mostly about a religious 
ritual or something we simply ‘ought to do’ – sadly, such thinking can lead to ‘a hardening of 
the oughteries’! Prayer is about deepening and enjoying a loving intimate relationship, not 
simply about a valuable religious discipline. Jesus loved His Heavenly Father deeply and, 
even though He was and is God The Son, he made prayer a priority, a necessity and a joyful 
practice. So can we. 
 
2. A PATTERN OF PRAYER (vv2-4 and Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
Jesus said in response to His disciple’s question: ‘When you pray, say…’and then gave them 
what we call The Lord’s Prayer. I have no wish to impose any unintended structure, which 
may then become a stricture (or worse a straight-jacket) upon The Lord’s Prayer (which is 
perhaps better described as The Disciple’s Prayer). But, this seven-fold structure might be a 
helpful pattern for praying through this beautiful prayer in a way which guides both our 
devotions and intercessions? I hope that it may be practically helpful. 
 

1) Seeking God’s Face: Praising and Worshipping God (for He is worthy) 
2) Seeking God’s Will (for our lives, our Church Family) 
3) Seeking God’s Provision (for our needs) 
4) Seeking God’s Forgiveness (for our sins) 
5) Seeking God’s Grace (towards others) 
6) Seeking God’s Protection (from temptation …and evil*) 
7) [ *That ‘extra-bit’ in Matthew’s account and in traditional renditions (!!) ] - Seeking 

God’s Glory (and reflecting upon His Kingdom, and His Power) 
 
Of course, prayer can take many forms: quiet contemplation and silent listening; the use of 
liturgical and written prayers, including those which we find in Scripture; group prayers and 
intercessions; authoritative prayers and spiritual warfare prayers in the Name of Jesus; and 
many more forms, patterns and practices. In Matthew 6: 5-8, before Matthew records this 
prayer (similar and slightly longer, adding ‘deliver us from the evil one’ [v13b]), he recounts 
Jesus warnings and encouragements to His hearers to: 
 

o NOT be like the hypocrites – who love to ‘be seen by men’ when praying 
o Pray in secret, perhaps in a special place 
o NOT to ‘keep on babbling’ like pagans 
o But to be confident that ‘Father knows want you need before you ask Him’ 
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Prayer is very much about faithful and faith-filled communion with God, and a deepening 
relationship with Him. It is about intimacy with Abba Father, through The Son, Jesus, and it 
is about knowing and depending upon the leading and guiding of The Holy Spirit. It is also 
about ‘Faithful’ regular, disciplined, and joyful persistence. 
 
3. A PARABLE ABOUT PRAYER (vv5-8) 
 
This well-known parable, taught by Jesus, captures this need for persistence (boldness and 
faithfulness) in prayer. He describes a friend in need going to another friend with boldness 
and persistence, but He is not trying to describe us ‘twisting the arm of our Heavenly 
Father.’ God is a good God who loves to meet our needs and hear our voice and experience 
our presence with Him in prayer. 
 
My wife, Marilyn, and I lost count of the years over which we prayed for our oldest daughter 
to come back to Jesus after twice back-sliding away from faith in him (or obedience to him) 
as she broke her own heart and ours many times. We tried to be bold, faithful, and faith-
filled, but honestly, it was hard. Nevertheless, we were persistent and when she turned, she 
came back to Jesus with a new passion and a new purpose and is transformed by God’s love 
and power as a wife, mum, disciple and in her service of God. Persistence pays off! 
 
Of course, God sometimes says, ‘not yet’, to our prayers, however persistent. So-called 
‘unanswered prayers’ can really test our faith. We can doubt the love of God or perhaps His 
capacity to deliver! Continuing to trust and believe and to hope and PRAY, deepens our faith 
and dependence on Him and relationship with Him. He sometimes says, ‘not in that way’ (in 
which we expect or ask); and, He sometimes simply says ‘No!’ …and sometimes without 
explaining why. His thoughts are higher than our thoughts and His plans sometimes seem 
unclear to us. However, he does encourage us to trust Him and to pray with faith and to 
take hold of the promise, which He gives us. 
 
4. A PROMISE CONCERNING PRAYER (vv9-10) 
 
Our Heavenly Father has promised us through His Son that: 

o To those who ASK – it WILL be given 
o To those who SEEK – they WILL find 
o To those who KNOCK – the door will be opened 
o To EVERYONE who asks – they WILL receive! 

 
This is where we must continue to be ‘faithful in prayer’ and to make this a Core Value of 
our discipleship and our Church in its ministry and mission. I have, again, lost count of 
remarkable answers to prayer for provision, for healing, for deliverance of others, for others 
who have come to faith. Many times now, I have seen couples blessed by God with a child 
or children they longed for, against the odds and against the science and medical insights. 
There are many very personal stories which I could share about this single aspect of 
answered prayers. On these occasions, much pastoral wisdom and sensitive compassionate 
counsel was required to accompany faithful and faith-filled prayers… but God alone receives 
the glory and only in Jesus’ Name did those miracles happen. The birth of a child or the New 
Birth of another person, who has not thus far known God personally are good examples of 
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miracles sought in prayer. It is The Holy Spirit who leads us, guides us and empowers our 
prayers. He is our prayer partner. 
 
5. A PARTNER IN PRAYER (vv11-13 and Romans 8:26-28) 
 
I would always encourage followers of Jesus to gather for communal prayer, to be part of a 
church which believes in the power of prayer and which models that in its worship, ministry 
and mission; and I would also encourage the practice of praying with a friend, relative, 
significant other – in having a ‘Prayer Partner’. 
 
However, the greatest ‘Prayer Partner’ is The Holy Spirit Himself. Jesus taught the disciples 
that The Father would give The Holy Spirit to those who ask. The Spirit helps us to exercise 
the mind of Christ and to know the will of God. We can be encouraged to know that there 
are times when even when we do not know what or how to pray that the Spirit can pray in 
us and pray through us (Romans 8:26-28), as He prays and ‘intercedes for the saints (us!) 
according to God’s will’, even when we are weak and unsure about how to pray. He 
searches our mind and heart and also knows the will of our Heavenly Father, praying for 
God’s will to be done. 
 
6. THE PURPOSE OF PRAYER (v2 revisited) 
 
We pray to worship and praise God for who He is and for all that He has done and all that 
He does. He is worthy and we seek to bring Him glory. But we also pray that His WILL be 
done and that His Kingdome will come… on earth as it is in Heaven. We pray to line up, 
understand, and also to play our part in bringing about the PURPOSES of God. What a 
sacred privilege we have. To partner with God Himself in this way. To be involved in shaping 
History. As we return to the question of ‘unanswered prayer’, we might wonder how much 
of the reason for that is that we have perhaps not fully understood what John The Apostle 
was inspired to teach us when he wrote: “This is the confidence we have in approaching 
God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He 
hears us – whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him.” 
 
Are we asking… ‘according to His will’? Are our motives the right ones? Are we recognising 
the purpose of prayer as being linked with His Kingdom coming and His will being done? 
 
7. THE VALUE of ‘Faithful and Faith-Filled Prayer’ 
 
So, let us pray with FAITH as we seek to be ‘FAITHFUL in PRAYER’. The author to The 
Hebrews reminds us (Hebrews 11:1) that ‘Faith is being sure of what we hope for and 
certain of what we do not see’. The Apostle John encourages us all to remember that: ‘if we 
ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us – 
whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him.’ These great 
encouragements and challenges can be proven over and over. Many, if not all of you, have 
your own wonderful stories of answers to prayer too. As we come before our Heavenly 
Father, in the Name of Jesus, and as we pray in The Holy Spirit, let us pray with FAITH …and 
let us seek to be ‘FAITHFUL in PRAYER.’ 
Amen 


