
Covid 19 – How we are operating – Summer 21 

We are aware that legal restrictions brought in for Covid 19 are now removed at a time when 

infections remain high. 

We are much more protected by vaccinations but there is still a small risk of serious illness and 

death and any of us can be asymptomatically infective. 

The government is recommending continued caution including good ventilation, diligence in 

hygiene, wearing a face covering in enclosed and crowded spaces and limiting close contact 

with those we do not live with. 

The responsibility is now with individuals and organisations and in a Christian context we 

naturally think about others as well as ourselves. 

Whilst considering how we should operate our leadership team have found the following list of 

questions from the Baptist Union of Great Britain (BUGB) very helpful: 

• What measures will continue to demonstrate care towards and love for your 

community? 

• Are there measures you can easily take that will protect people, but which incur minimal 

inconvenience? 

• How can you consult and communicate with a wide range of those affected by your 

decisions, recognising that there will be different views on what is an acceptable risk? 

• Is anyone likely to be especially disadvantaged or put at risk by the arrangements you 

make? 

• Is what you are proposing sustainable or does it place an excessive burden on a few 

people? 

After due consideration and discussion within leadership and the fellowship we have agreed 

the following: 

Masks – To be worn on entering church and when moving around, eg mingling inside after 

service, going to toilet etc. When seated they are optional.  Anyone in an official capacity eg 

servers, stewards etc will wear masks. 

Social Distancing – No rigid rules or one way systems but we ask people to respect others need 

for personal space eg by giving way in congested areas, not chatting in or blocking  

passageways, staircases toilets etc.  1 metre space is a guide for any queues. 

Seat spacing and Booking – Total capacity is now around 80 so there will be no need to book a 

place for Sunday worship. You will be free to choose your own seat when you come in. 

Downstairs we now have a twin aisle set up with 1 metre spacing between rows so everyone 

should feel that there is plenty of space around them. It will be good practice to leave one chair 

space between family groups unless all are happy not to have this space. 



Singing and Worship Team – It has been lovely to be led by a worship team at  recent baptismal 

services and this will become more routine depending on availability of singers and musicians. 

Singing remains one of the riskiest means for spread of the virus so we ask that masks or visors 

are worn by the congregation whilst singing. Singers at the front will have separation. We 

advise against loud and vigorous singing. 

Ventilation  - Maximum as before with doors and windows open as much as possible. 

Hygiene and Sanitisation – As before, so good practice to use handgel provided on entry and at 

other times as appropriate. Key touch points will continue to be routinely sanitised as before. 

Drinks / Food before and after service – We’re very pleased to welcome back tea and coffee 

before and after the service. This will be supplemented in August by breakfast before the 

service.  We will be unable to fill your own cups so for a short time only, (we hope) disposable 

cups will be used outside the front gate and sugar will be added for you if requested by all 

servers.  

Mingling After Service – Whenever possible we recommend that this is outside. If the weather 

is not conducive there will be a risk of overcrowding in the hall, so in this situation we would 

ask that people move back into church in groups, so chatting can remain spread out and 

sufficient open areas are maintained for people to pass through safely. Another option maybe 

seated tables in the hall. 

Children – We are really looking forward to seeing more children in church for the August all-

age services. We simply ask all to use common sense to avoid unnecessary mixing. Eg playing 

with and interacting with their friends is OK, boisterous running and hiding type games around 

people after the service is not OK. 

Handshakes and Hugging – All to be sensible and only to have close physical contact where it is 

really important for people’s well being and both parties are happy to have it. ie no routine 

handshakes and hugs from welcomers. 

Communion -  Continue as we have been doing 

Symptoms and Testing – We urge everyone to err on the side of caution with regard to any 

cold or flu type symptoms and out of consideration for others not to come to church. It appears 

that the current Delta variant can present with broader symptoms than the earlier variants. We 

also now have free lateral flow tests available to us so these can add another layer of safety, 

when appropriate, if people are happy to use them. You may be reassured to know that Andy 

Gore has been voluntarily taking a lateral flow test every week before the service to minimise 

the risk that he might unknowingly be infectious. 

Track and Trace -  The need to provide track and test details is no longer a legal requirement. 

We believe however that all of us would like to be made aware ASAP if anyone we have been in 



close contact subsequently tests positive. We can then take appropriate actions to safeguard 

others we may come into contact with, eg high risk individuals, visits to nursing homes etc. 

So we expect anyone who comes to church to inform our minister, Andy Gore immediately if 

they subsequently have a confirmed positive PCR test and to say who they were close to in 

church, either seated or mingling. Andy can then inform people at risk accordingly. The person 

who is positive can remain anonymous or not as they wish. We will also maintain a record of 

who is at each service. The QR code remains for those who want to use it. 

 

We hope that the suggested ways of working ensure that as many of the fellowship as possible, 

together with any visitors feel able to participate in worship. We want to operate on the 

principles of love and mutual respect using common sense and practices that by now are 

almost second nature to us, to minimise risk. 

BUGB reminds us to recall the exhortation in Ephesians 4 to “be completely humble and 

gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of 

the Spirit through the bond of peace”. 

 


