
All Age Service  – Sunday 13th June 2021 

Study Notes 

 

Please read John 11:1-27 and onto the end of the chapter if you fancy it. 

This week we are continuing to look at the I AM statements which Jesus used to point out 

that he was the Son of God. This weeks is I am the resurrection and the life 

We see that Lazarus and close friend of Jesus is gravely ill. Word gets to Jesus and He says 

that the sickness is not fatal. Then 2 days later Jesus goes to see Lazarus and his 2 sisters, 

Mary and Martha. 

Now lets hold up, why didn’t Jesus go straight away to Lazarus? He was on the run. We read 

in the previous chapter that the Religious Leaders had tried again to grab Jesus in the 

Temple and that He had “escaped their grasp” He had fled Jerusalem with his disciples to 

the River Jordan about 50 miles away. Now Bethany where Lazarus lived was only a few 

miles to the east of Jerusalem, Jesus had to be careful. 

So Jesus goes to Bethany, but it’s too late, Lazarus has been dead and buried for 4 days. 

Martha talks with Jesus and says, if he’d have arrived sooner then maybe Lazarus wouldn’t 

have died. Jesus tells her that her brother will rise again. Martha replies knowing that 

Lazarus will rise again, on the last day. She doesn’t realise Jesus knows Lazarus will rise later 

that day. 

Jesus then says: “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die;  and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?” Martha does. Then we have the dramatic pause when Martha goes to speak with 

Mary and eventually Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

We could talk about how there were loads of people who know Lazarus was dead, knew he 

was buried, saw him raise to life and how many of the Jews believed Jesus was who he said 

he was. But I want to go back a step and look at verse 26: 

…and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 

 

1. Whoever lives by believing in me 

Do you live by believing in Jesus?  

Our faith isn’t about that moment when we choose to become a Christian, no it’s the 

journey of faith, the journey of becoming more like Jesus. 

Jesus says He is the resurrection – Martha automatically goes to the resurrection when we 

will go to be with Jesus, but Jesus is saying it’s not just at the end, I’m here, it’s now. And 

that is the same today for us, as it was with Martha. Yes Jesus was there with Martha, but 

we have the Holy Spirit here with us. 



Complete resurrection happens when we go to be with God, but there is some of it here 

now through us living with the Holy Spirit. 

 

Do we live by believing in him? It doesn’t start and end with becoming a Christian or getting 

baptised. It’s about continually choosing to live our lives believing in Jesus. That means our 

lives are different from those around us, we don’t conform to what society says, our focus is 

not on the next promotion, the bigger house, the latest car. Our focus is on becoming more 

like Jesus, living in this resurrection way and showing others what a difference living this 

way has had, is having and will have in our lives. 

 

2. Do you believe this?  

If your answer is like Martha’s in v27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the 

Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

 

Then how is your life different because you “live by believing”? 

What parts of your life have not changed since choosing to” live by believing”? 

What parts of your life need to change, because you choose to “live by believing”? 

What can you practically do to live more like you “live by believing”? 

 

If you don’t believe Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.” 

Then what are you doubts? 

What questions do you have? 

 

 

 


