
Notes on Genesis 24 : 62 – 67 ‘Taking the plunge the Isaac Way’ 
 

  What does your cut out heart stand for? How do you interpret it? I know 
the answer is love but what does love look like, not as a word but in action? 
And if I asked you why you did this? You would answer, because you love 
them and as we know love only means something by what you do. I would 
like you to cut a cross in the middle of your heart because this is what 
today is all about for Sharon and for Jo. For them they have made the 
discovery, they have made the journey into and responded to God’s 
astonishing, breath taking love for them which the cross in the heart 
describes. 
 
  If you are married, or engaged, what made you take the plunge? Genesis 
24 is a real Mills and Boon love story in approximately a 1900BC style. 
Like all romance stories you have ‘that moment’ which explains why Isaac 
and Rebekah took the plunge and it is described in verses 63 and 64 when 
they both ‘looked up’. Isaac had to look up because Rebekah was sitting 
on a camel, and he was standing on the ground. For Rebekah she dared to 
look up, instead of down which would have been the cultural expectation. 
Our baptismal pool is an invitation for us all to look up and what we see is 
a man on a cross who chose to be nailed there because he loves us with 
such an indescribable love that he was willing to die for us. He was willing 
to do this because by his love he is able to make us whole; by his love he is 
able to break the chains of captivity which bind us tight; by his love h is 
able to defeat the power death; and by his love he is able to make us clean. 
The pool invites us to not just look up to see the one who died for us, but 
also to the one who was raised again for us. By his resurrection he 
announces the wonderful news that God’s new creation has broken into 
ours. By his resurrection he announcers the wonderful news that his 
promised new future is really and truly here and now. By his resurrection 
he announces the wonderful news that he really and truly dwells in and 
among us by his Holy Spirit. This is why in the pool you see such a big 
splash; it is a demonstration of just how big God’s love for us is and the 
life we have in him can be. 
 
  When Isaac and Rebekah looked up this was their embracing of the new 
life of leaving and cleaving as described in verse 67. To leave and to cleave 
is what it means to take the plunge in the Isaac Way. What it means is that 
we choose to leave behind a life of where we are alone, where we are 
broken, where we are unloved, where we are afraid or where we are 
condemned. It is the choice to leave behind the power of sin, the rule of 
death, the terror of the enemy, the foolishness of idols and being enslaved 
in darkness. Instead, we make the choice to cleave to Jesus which is the 



choosing of a life where we are immersed in a love that breaks all powers. 
It is the choosing of a life where we are set free, where we are being made 
whole and being made clean. To leave and to cleave describes the two sides 
of the old-fashioned word ‘repent’. To repent is to make a 180° U-turn 
where we now choose to follow, to imitate Jesus and know his risen life in 
ourselves. It is where we learn to love, to trust, to risk, to dare and to serve 
him in the adventure of giving him your heart. This is what describes what 
it means for Sharon and for Jo to be baptised. What about you? Will you 
dare to look up and having looked up will you dare to leave behind one life 
and instead dare to cleave to Jesus  
 

Questions on Genesis 24 : 62 – 67 ‘Taking the plunge the Isaac Way’ 
 

1 Describe your own discovery, journey and response to God’s breath-  
   taking love for you as shown in the cross? 
 
2 In verses 63 and 64 both Isaac and Rebekah are described as ‘Looking  
   up’; what do you think is the importance of this phrase? 
 
3 What does it mean to look up to Jesus who was crucified for us? What  
   does it mean for Jesus to be crucified for you?  
 
4 What does it mean to look up to Jesus who was raised for us? What  
   does it mean for Jesus to be raised for you? 
 
5 How did Isaac and Rebekah leave and cleave? 
 
6 What are we to leave behind when we put our faith trust in Jesus? 
 
7 What are we to cleave to when we put our faith and trust in Jesus? 
 
8 What does it mean to repent and when we do what does it now mean to  
   follow and imitate Jesus? 
 
 
 
 


