
Notes on Genesis 41 : 33 - 57  ‘Going into service the Joseph Way’ 
 

  How hard is it to catch a train? On Wednesday Dover Priory Station felt very confused because 
the train I didn’t want to catch, the 8:48, miraculously became the train I did want to catch, the 
8:58. How do you resolve this? You ask someone. The first servant of the train company was 
very unhelpful whereas the second servant was cool, calm, collected and in control which meant 
he cleared up the confusion and I was on the right train!! Being cool, calm, collected and in 
control is to guide how we think and live out our identity as servants of Jesus which is our next 
Mosaic Discipleship theme. You may be tempted to groan at this but the perspective the Bible 
gives is that it is our joy, privilege and glory to serve the King of Kings and Lord of Lords. 30 
years ago, I came across the old-fashioned saying of ‘Saved to Serve’. I am no fan of cliches, yet I 
think it has the potential to help us know and grow in our response to the God who has saved us 
and it points the way how we are to be truly human, that is as those made in the image and 
likeness of Jesus. 
 
  In 1968 Tim Rice and Andrew Lloyd Webber wrote a 15-minute musical called ‘Joseph and the 
amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat’. In 1971 a longer version was performed at the Edinburgh 
International Festival. It went from there to the West End and to Broadway and the full version 
was finished in 1974. In the musical how did Rice and Lloyd Webber describe Joseph? They 
called him the Dreamer, and this is the heart of what it means to serve in the Joseph Way. 
 
  We are not surprised by this because dreams are central to his story. In Genesis 37 he has two 
dreams about his brothers and then his whole family bowing down to him. Families being 
families we are not surprised at how his family were less than pleased about this and Joseph 
being the focus of his brothers’ animosity and being sold into slavery. In Genesis 40 he hears 
and interprets the dreams told to him by Pharoah’s Butler and Baker which resulted in life for 
one and death for the other. Finally, in Genesis 41 he interprets the two dreams Pharoah had of 
Egypt’s long term economic plan as Rice wrote. These dreams are nothing like the dream 
therapy of Freud or Jung who see dreams as repressed desires. Instead, these dreams are God’s 
calling him to serve. We hear the echoes of Daniel 2 and 4 where Daniel interprets the dreams of 
Nebuchadnezzar and the prophetic visions of Isaiah 6, Jeremiah 1 and Ezekiel 1 and 2 and God’s 
call on their lives that demands their heart, mind and soul. 
 
  The story of Joseph is one that dares us to dream by setting aside time to listen to Jesus. To 
listen to Jesus is like being put on God’s shoulders which allows us to see life more from God’s 
perspective which enriches and affirms all that we are. It was this that allowed Joseph to serve 
Potiphar and the Jailor as well as he did in Genesis 39 and Pharoah in Genesis 41. The story of 
Joseph dares us to dream because this is how we learn to be truly human, how we learn to be 
more like Jesus. This is complemented by our reading the Bible for ourselves, as we listen to 
sermons or podcasts and as we know a prophetic word spoken into our lives. This many voices 
turn ‘Saved to Serve’ from being just a cliché into something that energises our heart, mind and 
soul into serving Jesus. The story of Joseph dares us to dream because this is how we embrace 
our identity as a servant as much as Joseph does in verses 42 – 45 with a new name, new 
clothes, new chariot, new position and even a new wife. When we think of the world of work, 
rest and play we do so as those who serve Jesus there. When we think of the world of home and 
family we do so as those who serve Jesus there. When we think of the world of church and faith, 
family and function we do so as those who serve Jesus there. To serve Jesus defines our 
discipleship and a discipleship that embraces the language of a life:work balance where we give 
of ourselves equally in service to these different expressions and not emphasise one alone. 
 
  Jesus loved to put the cat amongst pigeons, for example he says, ‘It’s more blessed to give than 
to receive’ and if only it was the other way round!! Jesus servant us in his life even unto death 
and we’re to respond as those who are ‘Saved to Serve’ as our glad and willing response in our 
life day by day. When Joseph dreamed his dreams in Genesis 37, he never imagined where his 
dreams would lead to or the impact they would have. His dreams changed so many lives not 
because they were awesome but because the God who used them is. This is the Joseph Way to 
serve. May we all dare to live it in our life day by day too. 



 
Questions on Genesis 41 : 33 - 57  ‘Going into service the Joseph Way’ 

 
1. How do you respond to the language of being a servant of Jesus? 

 
2. What do you think about the saying ‘Saved to Serve? What’s good and bad about it and 

how does Andy refine its meaning in the notes? 
 

3. Why are dreams the heart of the Joseph way of serving? 
 

4. Why are dreams like our sitting on God’s shoulders? 
 

5. How does reading the Bible, listening to a podcast and knowing a prophetic word spoken 
into our lives help us learn how we can become more truly human? 

 
6. How do dreams and listening like this help us embrace better our identity as a servant of 

Jesus? 
 

7. How does being a servant impact who we are and what we do in the world of work, rest 
and play or the world of our family and home or the world of church? 

 
8. What do you think about the whole idea of work:life balance? How does this change the 

way we are to think us being the servants of Jesus? 
 

9. How does Jesus’ saying ‘It’s more blessed to give than to receive’ affect the way you think 
of yourself as a servant of Jesus? 

 
 


