
 
 
 

Notes on 1 Corinthians 15 : 1 – 11    ‘Resurrection: A Morning Beyond Belief’ 
 

  Gilli and I have recently discovered a new ITV murder drama called 
‘McDonald & Dobbs’. We love the way it plays with the stereotypes of 
race as the senior officer is black and the junior is white. Of gender as the 
senior is a woman and the junior a man. Of age as the senior is the 
younger and the junior is the older. Of city versus rural as the senior 
officer has just come from London full of energy and enthusiasm 
compared to the junior who is as slow as slow can be. There is very much 
a Columbo-esque style to the series as you have a good idea of who did 
the murder, but what is best is the giant twist in the tail that explores and 
explains the really, really big why of motive. Yancy here in this chapter 
has a very ‘Perry Mason’ and pedestrian feel about him that with his 
QED about the resurrection makes it almost boring something which I 
must admit, is a real feat!! 
 
  I grew up surrounded by death and unlike Yancy, with his tear-jerking 
cat story, death for me was something familiar though I was untouched 
by its savagery and brutality. As we today celebrate the Easter story, we 
need to remind ourselves that we are a people who do not believe in 
death, but in the resurrection. What I mean by this, is that it is not death 
which has the final word with its sense of irreversibility but resurrection, 
which is joyfully irreversible. I found Yancy’s focus on the writing of 
Frank Morison and Josh McDowell with their ‘Perry Mason’-esque way 
of ‘proving’ the resurrection difficult as it seemed to strip death of its 
power and horror and lost that sense of wonder, mystery and terror that 
the Gospel stories revel in. Thus, in Mark 16 verse 8 you have the sheer 
shock of the women at the tomb as they find it empty of Jesus but full of 
angels. In Luke 24 verse 32 there is an amazing sense of wonder as 
Cleopas and his friend realise who it is that they’ve been talking with. 
Then in John 20 verse 28 you have a real sense of awe as Thomas 
confesses ‘My Lord and my God. This is what Easter is all about, of our 
being lost in wonder, love and praise but all of this seems to be absent in 
what Yancy says. It makes me then wonder whether I have allowed 
myself to strip all of this away for the sake of that QED moment. I also 
then thought why did not Peter or Paul in all of their preaching in Acts, 
where the cross and resurrection were front and centre, did they not use 
Morison or McDowell’s arguments to trump those who doubted them; 
why did they instead persist with Scripture? 
  
  Peter and Paul choose not to paddle in the shallows of proof texts but 
instead they swam in the depths of the whole of the Bible’s story. They 
did this because this is where the why of God’s motive lies. This why is 
found in the ‘Once upon a time’ of creation but now the resurrection 
wants us to celebrate new creation. Darkness and cold did once reign, 
but now you have the triumph of light and warmth of Christ. Sorrow and  
  



 
 
 
death seemed invincible, but now because Jesus is raised you have the 
joy of life and life eternal. You have here a story to captivate your heart, 
mind and soul as we relish that God’s love is the origin and triumph of all 
for his love is the heart of his motive for sending Christ that we might all 
go ‘Ah-ha’ as we realise who has done it and then bow our knee in joyful 
surrender to him. 
 
  When the first Christian missionaries came to Northern Europe, they 
made the daring move to use familiar and pagan imagery to 
communicate the unfamiliar story of Easter to the hearts and minds of 
their listeners. This is why we give hot cross buns and eggs at Easter time 
and you will notice there is no QED here either, just a daring use of 
symbols. Yancy speaks of experiencing the depths of the irreversibility of 
death but what he is saying is neither novel nor new. This is why Thomas 
wanted to put his finger in the holes the nails made because he also knew 
that death was irreversible at that time. But the resurrection is not 
merely about death reversing it is about the vast story of God making all 
things new and in Jesus’ resurrection we have a foretaste now of what 
will one day be for all. It is because Jesus has been raised from the dead 
that we are to live and rejoice in this new world that has burst upon us. It 
is because Jesus has been raised from the dead that we are to be as 
animated and as excited by this newness as the women were. as world 
turned upside down. 
 

Questions on 1 Corinthians 15 : 1 – 11  ‘Resurrection: A Morning Beyond Belief’ 
 
1 What do you think is God’s motive for the resurrection?  
 
2 What is the difference between not believing in death and believing in  
    the resurrection?  
 
3 What do Mark 16 verse 8, Luke 24 verse 32 and John 20 verse 28 tell  
    you about the resurrection? 
 
4 Why does Andy find the arguments about the resurrection given by  
    Frank Morison and Josh McDowell unsatisfactory? 
 
5 What do you think it means when Andy says that ‘Peter and Paul  
    choose not to paddle in the shallows of proof texts but instead they  
    swam in the depths of the whole of the Bible’s story’? 
 
6 Why do we give hot cross buns and eggs at Easter? What risks did the  
   first Christians take in using such symbols and what can we learn by it? 
 
7 What does it mean to you that Jesus has been raised from the dead? 
 
 
 


