
 
 
 

Notes on Revelation 1 : 12 – 18  ‘The Difference He Makes’ 
 

  This week Gilli and I finished the Sheffield Country Walk, and we began 
our last stage of the journey at the best time of day; 8:00am. When we’re 
on our walking holidays we’re usually up and out bright and early to 
enjoy the crisp, bright and fresh air as we did on Tuesday. Also, just like 
on our walking holidays, there is always a crazy route like the one 
through the Rother Valley Country Park and its love for crossing the 
river Rother as many times as possible!! We walked from Swallownest to 
Dronfield where we encountered again and again the amazed shock of 
people asking you walked from where, but it gave us the opportunity to 
testify why we both love walking so much. Testimony is the heart and 
soul of Yancy’s book as he asks each of us what is yours?  
 
  The Sheffield Country Walk has no guidebook, and we really missed all 
those interesting bits of information that help you appreciate where 
you’re walking through. ‘The Jesus I never Knew’ is just like a good 
guidebook. There are parts that make you stop and stare in awe and 
wonder at who Jesus is. There are parts that make you laugh at the 
stupidity of the disciples as well as others who Yancy refers to. There are 
parts that help us to join the dots all together that we might see the 
picture even better. In my other sermon notes I referred to pages 128, 
180-181, 195 and 231 which really made me stop, think and pray. I read 
this book about 20 years ago and it opened the door a crack in helping 
me reimagine who Jesus is, and it made me ask who else I could read. 
The result of this was to read Tom Wright’s books on Jesus which blew 
the door right off its hinges. Suddenly, the Gospels again became alive 
and vibrant, and Jesus was no longer boring or predictable. 
 
  On the first week of our series, I quoted what Philip Yancy wrote on 
page 23. He says: “In this book I attempt to tell the story of Jesus, not my 
own story. Inevitably, though, a search for Jesus turns out to be one's 
own search. No one who meets Jesus ever stays the same. I have found 
that the doubts that afflict me from many sources—from science, from 
comparative religion, from an innate defect of scepticism, from aversion 
to the church—take on a new light when I bring those doubts to the man 
named Jesus.” Like a good guidebook Yancy breaks this journey of 
knowing Jesus into several different stages and it reflects his own 
journey of knowing Jesus better. His route has 6 stages: 
1 Sinless Friend of Sinners: Here Yancy ponders on and over Jesus 
being the Friend of Sinners and how God is not first and foremost an 
‘angry God’ but a loving one. Of how Jesus balanced both a graciousness 
towards the sinner and a hostility to the sin 
2 God-Man: The next stage in the journey is the realisation that Jesus 
is always more than meets the eyes. That in the Gospels, which tell the 
story of Jesus ‘from below’, there is that dawning realisation that Jesus 
cannot be just a man. Who he therefore is, is the challenge? 
 
 



 
 
 
3 Portrait of God: We then move to the point where in Jesus we see a 
clear revelation of who God is and what his plans and purposes are. 
Yancy then challenges us by asking us what sort of God do we believe in?  
4 Lover: This leads us to see something of what God’s essential nature 
is; he is a God of love. Yancy daringly says that from Genesis 3 to 
Revelation 22 it is a story of God’s reckless love for humanity who’d 
rejected him but also of our loving him with that same sort of 
recklessness too. 
5 Portrait of Humanity: To understand God is to also learn what it is 
to be truly human; to be as truly human as Jesus himself was and lived. 
That when we hear Pilate say, ‘Behold the Man!’ he was also saying see 
what humanity were truly made to be as the image of God. 
6 Wounded Healer: Finally, it is all drawn to the peak of our journey 
which is the cross and the one who was wounded there for us. This is not 
the end as he was raised for us as our hope and as one who ‘limps’ with 
us day by day to encourage and bless us. 
 
  I really like this chapter title as it is the crux of the matter. It is like the 
question Jesus asked his discs, ‘Who do you say that I am?’ How do you 
answer Jesus’ question? There is in fact a whole collection of questions 
here. Such as at which of Yancy’s stages do you think you are at? Is this 
the first time you’ve reached this stage, or do you return to it once more? 
Which of these stages is new to you and would like any help as you 
journey this way? The journey that Yancy describes in his book is a 
circular route not that it might become a Long Pointless Walk but be an 
opportunity for us to reencounter the Jesus who is alive throughout our 
lives and may we all make the most of the opportunities in life to do so.   
 

Questions on Revelation 1 : 12 – 18  ‘The Difference He Makes’ 
 

1 Why do you think Andy describes ‘The Jesus I never knew’ as Philip  
   Yancy’s testimony?  
 
2 Why is ‘The Jesus I never knew’ like a guidebook? 
 
3 Having now read the book do you appreciate more the quote Andy  
   used from p23 and why? 
 
4 Which of these six different parts of the journey we have knowing  
   Jesus struck you the most? 
 
5 If these are six stages of a journey, which stage on you on now? 
 
6 Andy ends with a whole number of questions, which one helps you  
   most know Jesus not as a Long Pointless Walk but a lifetime of  
   adventure? 


