
 
 
 

Notes on 1 Thessalonians 2 : 13 - 16  ‘Death: The Final Week’ 
 
  This week has seen the anniversary of last year’s first lockdown and the 
remembering of the 147,oo0 people who have died from the coronavirus. 
It is a disturbing, soul searching and moving number as much as the 
chapter title for this coming week is. But, a quick question, was it really 
Jesus’ final week? The answer is ‘Yes’ and I am so glad that as we read 
this chapter are made to journey with Jesus on this roller coaster of a 
ride to the cross that we may grasp afresh the depths of what the cross is 
all about. But yet the answer is also ‘No’ because we must remind 
ourselves of the centrality of resurrection within Jesus’ own heart and 
mind. Jesus in these last eight days reminds us of how the cross is the 
heart of the Good News, it is the measure of God’s love for us, it 
demonstrates the depths of Jesus’ servant-like ministry and above all it 
speaks of a faith-filled and triumphant victory over sin, death and the 
devil. 
 
  What do you think was the first meal eaten on the moon by Buzz Aldrin 
and Neil Armstrong? After they had landed and before Armstrong 
walked on the moon that shared bread and wine to not just give thanks 
for a safe landing but as a committing of themselves afresh into God’s 
loving care. This is why I love how CTDD celebrate Holy Week and its 
daily pattern of worship, communion and breakfast. Communion is the 
meal which defines and accompanies us as we journey through this 
week. Yancy takes us on a whistle stop tour of this week beginning with 
the Triumphal entry, to the events of the Last Supper, the Betrayal by 
Judas, Jesus praying in Gethsemane, his Trials before the Sanhedrin and 
Pilate and eventually to his being scourged and crucified at Calvary. 
Yancy does not drown us in a sea of detail but instead he writes enough 
to give us a whiff of each moment, to help us feel it, to see it, to hear it 
and to know it as we enter this super slow-mo week in the Gospels as we 
are led to the cross. May I encourage you to follow Yancy by reading one 
thread a day to help you enter more into the depths of the cross and 
above all to know that he did this not just for me, but for all of us too. 
 
  Yancy wrote this book in 1995 completely unaware of the impact that 
page 195 would have on us. He writes: “Imagine the reaction today if an 
Arab ran through the streets of New York city shouting, ‘The World 
Trade Centre will blow up and I can rebuild it in three days!’” When I 
read that I just had to stop in amazement because of the events of 
September 11th 2001, and that astonishing hate and anger filled act that 
shocked and changed the world we live in. Yancy wrote these words to 
describe how equally shocking were Jesus’ acts and words in the Temple 
but also how equally shocking and world changing Good Friday was. On 
Good Friday the world was changed not because the Twin Towers were 
destroyed, but because the Temple was and this act was fuelled by love. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
  Yancy in his whistle stop tour of the Jesus’ last week misses out a key 
element which we find in Matthew chapters 21 – 25, Mark chapters 12 
and 13 and Luke chapters 20 and 21. These chapters are full of Jesus’ 
parables he told in the Temple and his apocalyptic vision. Both of these 
say why the Temple must be destroyed because it was the symbol of all 
idolatry and pretension against God not only of the Jew but of all 
Gentiles, and us, too. This is why there was a need for new a Temple, 
which is the body of Jesus because he is the Lamb of God and the Holy of 
Holies where we can all hear his words of forgiveness, of healing, of 
purifying, of wholeness, of mercy and love. 
 
  Next week I will be in school doing a whistle stop tour of the Easter 
story and message as I have about 15 minutes in each class!! Yancy 
knows that his chapter is too short because he does not really say why 
Jesus died, that would require another chapter altogether; but do you 
know why he died? The meaning of the cross is wrapped up not in a 
message as such, but in the meal Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong ate on 
the moon. This meal celebrates and demonstrates that the Creator has 
made all things new; the enemies of sin, death and the devil have been 
defeated; there is now a new Exodus out of the slavery of sin; that sin can 
now be forgiven, and we can see just how much God truly loves each one 
of us. This is the final week matters and this is why Christians choose to 
call Good Friday good, because it is good news for each and every one of 
us. 
 

Questions on 1 Thessalonians 2 : 13 - 16  ‘Death: The Final Week’ 
 

1 What is your understanding of the chapter title for this week? What do  
    you think of Andy’s quick question?  
 
2 Why is the Lord’s Supper, communion, so important in helping us  
    understand the meaning of this ‘last week’ and the cross? 
 
3 Which of the six elements of Yancy’s whistle stop tour strikes you the  
    most and why? 
 
4 What is your reaction to what Yancy wrote on page 195? 
 
5 Why and how was the world changed by the events of Good Friday? 
 
6 How do Matthew chapters 21 – 25, Mark chapters 12 and 13 and Luke  
    chapters 20 and 21 explain why the Temple must be destroyed? 
 
7 How does Good Friday help us to understand Jesus as the New Temple   
    and what does this mean for each one of us? 
 
 
 


