
Mission – A revelation of Grace 

 

Please Read Luke 4:18-19  

 

Part 1 What is Mission?  

Is it a case of Mission is Impossible? Certainly not. We read what Jesus said in Luke 4:18-19, 

taken from Isaiah 61:1-2. A Passage often referred to as Jesus summing up His Mission, and 

in doing, what our mission should be. 

Luke 4:18: “to proclaim good news to the poor”.  Not just economically poor, but to those 

who are also in spiritual and moral poverty. 

Luke 4:18: “He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners”. Not just those in jail, but 

also prisoners of sin. Be that addiction, hate, violence, hypocrisy, envy, greed, and many other 

sins. To proclaim freedom to prisoners of wealth and prisoners of tradition and legalism 

Luke 4:18  “recovery of sight for the blind.” Not just for blindness, but all physical, mental 

and emotional suffering. 

Luke 4:18  “to set the oppressed free” Not just the oppressed, but those who are distressed, 

weighed down, and grieving. 

Luke 4:19  “Good News: to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour” Not just a year, but for 

eternity. To tell of all the Lord has, is and will continue to do. 

 

Part 2 In the book     

A young Yancey talks about him and his contemporaries talking down about a certain group 

of Christians. They are taken aback when someone points out they came to faith through that 

group and that Yancey was just like a Pharisees, looking down on others and talking behind 

their backs. 

This struck home with me, and the Lord used it to show me where I often become a Pharisee 

and comment and look down on other Christians. I looked on social media and just in the past 

6 days I’ve seen Christians posting against other Christians and their views on The Creation 

Story, Gifts of the Holy Spirit, God not being a man’s name and against the LGBTQ+ 

community. 

By looking down on others, shaming them publicly and being seen to publicly disagree with 

them, what do we achieve. Yes those conversations are good, but maybe they should be done 

privately or face to face. By doing this sort of thing publicly online we spread division and 

those looking in just see Christians not spreading the good news, but arguing amongst each 

other. 

 



Part 3 School of Mission    

My mate Andy Mason was the guy who dragged me to church. I’m here now, because of him. 

Having been a vicar for the past 15 years Andy now leads the “School of Mission”, an online 

resources for churches and individuals about doing mission. Andy has interviewed me a few 

times about Mission and specifically around Families, Youth and Children (FYC) and Life 

Dronfield. Feedback from the videos has always been overwhelmingly positive, many, many 

churches wish they had a Childrens and Youth provision like we do. With lots of churches 

saying they have great Children’s work, but not enough team to do any youth work. 

My recent video with “School of Mission” was around Life Dronfield.  Again, overwhelmingly 

positive, but two comments made after the   video spoke of what I was saying as “Dangerous”, 

“we don’t work together as churches and if we do, we only do it within our own                                                             

denominational bubble.” And someone else’s comment was “It’s All well                                                         

and good(working together), but who pays for it?” 

 

My friend Andy shared this image. Who is driving the car? 

 

Part 4 Context and DBC 

Mission should always be looked at in context. Where are we, who are we in relationship 

with, what has gone before and what to we hope for the future. 

At DBC there have been Youth and Children’s Workers for many years, some paid, some 

voluntary, but all with the Mission of the Church at their heart. Nearly 5 years ago DBC 

employed me as FYC Worker and just look where it is now. We have seen young people with 

no connection to the church wanting to come to Youth Services, we have seen an explosion 

of new families and have seen the church accounts balance. God has blessed us amazingly 

and He continues to. 

As we look to restarting face to face groups in June, we lack leaders for some groups (If you 

we’re leading at any of the groups before Covid, please let me know if you can or cannot 

continue in June). As pressing is the need to begin at least 2 new groups, for those who are 

reaching the top of J2 and Base. If we don’t get more leaders then all of our work will go to 

waste. We will say to these 14 year olds that unfortunately we cannot offer them other mid 

week groups and my worry is we will never see them again. 

So what can you do. You can pray, pray for me, the team, the young people and that new 

leaders will rise up. You can pay, could you increase your giving to church? You can get 

involved and help. I know lots of you are already busy, but could you find 2 hours a week to 

help? If this is something you would like to explore, let me know and we can chat, you can 

come along to some of the groups and get a feel for it. Please, we need you. 

 


