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LIFE IS LIKE A JIGSAW?  
or  

Jigsaw insights towards spiritual thoughtfulness 
 
Do you know the nerdy word for someone who enjoys doing jigsaws? I am reliably told it is “dissectologist” 
and there are many of them about. 
 

I might tentatively call myself a dissectologist but I am by no means an expert to comment, and I am very 
aware that there are many in our fellowship who excel in the skill of completing these puzzles most expertly, 
with experience, wisdom and dexterity. 
 

HOWEVER 
I have greatly enjoyed the “lockdown” time that, amongst other things, has given me the opportunity to 
explore the completion of jigsaws that have been so carefully and lovingly given me as gifts from my family 
over recent years. 
 

I have gleefully completed the 500’s, stretched myself comfortably with the 750’s and am now visiting the new 
1000’s that I have never looked at before. 
 

Currently on the Rialto Bridge 1000, one of several in a gift box of eight, and having taken great joy in 
completing the colourful “busy bits” despite the teeny tiny photographs from which to work, I am now 
“enjoying” the delights of delicate shape and shades of sky and river to tease and stretch my mind. (!!!! Ha) 
 

Given such uninterrupted time for thoughtfulness (and frustration), it has been a treasurable opportunity to 
catch some thoughts that intruded my concentration, onto paper. These are thoughts that remind me of life 
in general and perhaps more pertinently, living and growing in our Christian life. 
 

Perhaps favourite scriptures and experiences might spring to mind as I share these thoughts, that we might be 
able to encourage each other. Please pardon several that may sound very similar, but struck me in different 
ways at different stages. 
 

Here we go: 
LIFE’S LIKE THAT: 

• If a piece doesn’t fit, try turning it around 

• A piece may not seem at all “right” until it is in place – then it makes sense 

• We can’t expect to see the whole picture until the last piece is in place  

• We need the right sort of “light” to work on the details 

• When it’s too dark, let’s wait for a next day to apply ourselves to it 

• Sometimes we might just need to try a piece out and see if it fits 

• A piece might appear to be nondescript, but when it’s in place it makes sense! And we notice the 
importance of its details that make the picture work 

• Shall we sometimes begin with a framework….. or are we given an obvious and detailed section to begin 
with…knowing from experience that eventually the pieces will fit together? 

• If a piece is forced and wrongly fitted, it affects the rest of the plan 

• Sometimes the colours are right, but the shape isn’t, so it won’t fit/work 

• Some pieces may need to be adjusted around the piece in hand for the perfect fit 

• We can’t expect to see the perfect, whole picture until everything is in place 

• If there is one piece missing, we won’t have the whole picture 



• A piece may not look right if it’s out of context – search patiently and hold it safely until discovering where 
it will fit 

• Sometimes we need to pay close attention to the detail, even if it’s minute 

• Sometimes - just try it 

• This is the right piece – it just needs looking at differently/ turning around 

• The space is smaller than we first thought –only a little piece is needed 

• Sometimes just take a breather- leave it- come back later –see it differently 

• Remember: all the pieces are there- they just need to be joined up 

• Enjoy the sound and feel when a piece clicks into place 

• Sometimes it looks as if there aren’t enough pieces to fill the space – but there are- see how it develops 

• Pay attention to the “little” clues 

• Sometimes a piece just fits into place, without our planning 

• Sometimes we might just be in the wrong place/ sited wrongly to see how things are developing 

• Occasionally someone else may come along and see what’s missing/ where a piece might need to be 

• Ask yourself: how does this fit into the bigger picture? 
Is this piece important in this place, at this time – or does something else need to be in place/ settled 
first? 

• The incomplete picture often looks different the next day – things slip into place 

• The difference between right and wrong placing can be very subtle, but it affects all around it and distort 
the situation if it’s wrong 

• Sometimes a piece just falls into place when you’re not even trying 

• Try distancing yourself for a better perspective 

• Don’t force it- it won’t work 

• If you keep anything back –it won’t work 

• Sometimes we keep a bit back because we can’t make sense of it – then out of the blue – we see its 
importance and where it fits 

• Sometimes when you’re not looking for it, you come across a piece that just clicks into place – where did 
that come from?! 

• There are times when you just need to soak yourself into all the shapes and colours without thought to 
where they’re going – then they sort of shuffle into some sort of sense, depending and building on how 
well you’ve assimilated their nature previously. 

• There’s no “one way” or “right way” to finish any or all puzzles 

• Enjoy the successes on the way 

• If you’re not being productive/ seeing results in one area, move on to another 

• Sometimes you move a whole section you’ve been working on in isolation, to bring it into the picture. It 
was always meant to be part of the bigger picture, not kept in isolation. 

• Be prepared, we sometimes get it wrong – we didn’t or couldn’t read the detail correctly 

• Little bits of what we’re dealing with just don’t make sense – but they will do. 

• We need to work in the light 

• Often, we just need to make sure we’re working in the light- persevere and celebrate each little success 
along the way - we’ll get there/ get through it. 

 

 

By the way – what do you out there call the component parts of each jigsaw piece? I tend to refer to lugs, holes 
and shoulders. 

 


