
 
 
 

Notes on Colossians 1 : 15 – 20 ‘Beatitudes: Lucky are the Unlucky’     
 
  What is the difference between a motorbike and a ukulele? One worried 
my mum to bits and the other continues to drive our children mad; I’ll 
let you guess which does which. When I learned to ride and play both 
times reminded me of just how much I do love to learn as I expand, and 
develop my muscle, neural and emotional memories whether it was on a 
one-to-one basis or as part of a group. Over the next four weeks we will 
be thinking about Jesus’ Message, Mission and Miracles and again, they 
remind us of why chapter 5 matters so much because none of these three 
things made it into the creeds!! 
 
  What do you remember of school RE lessons and Jesus? The thing that 
sticks in my mind is how his Message was summarised by the Golden 
Rule of ‘whatever you want others to do for you, do also the same for 
them’, by the parables of the Good Samaritan and the Sower but I don’t 
recall the Beatitudes. I studied Luke’s Gospel as part of my ‘O’ level RE 
course, which has its own version of the Beatitudes in chapter 6, but they 
left no lasting impact in terms of their vibrancy, oddness and narrative 
power. In ‘The Jesus I never Knew’ Yancy describes the Beatitudes under 
the three headings of ‘Dangled Promises’, ‘The Great Reversal’ and 
‘Psychological Reality’ and when you read the chapter look out for 
Gandhi, Martin Luther King and the ‘Make Today Count’ which was a 
support group for those with terminal illnesses. All of these examples 
describe the power of the Sermon on the Mount to mould and shape 
lives, as Yancy reminds, the Beatitudes are there to be lived out and not 
merely to be thought of as aspirations or promises for Lent. Instead, he 
urges us to see them as the bricks and mortar you would need to build a 
house upon the rock; to quote the parable at the end of the sermon.  
 
  What do you think is Jesus’ message? Well, the answer is just one word; 
‘Blessed’. The word is not a rhetorical device which is how Yancy’s 
chapter title works but instead it is Jesus making a breath-taking, jaw- 
dropping statement you find in Matthew 1 and Jesus’ genealogy. When 
Jesus says ‘Blessed’ what he is claiming, is that Israel’s long suffered 
Exile is at last over. When he says ‘Blessed’ what he is saying that at last 
God’s promises are going to burst upon Israel and all of creation. When 
he says ‘Blessed’ what he is declaring is that now at last God has, or will 
soon, become King and dwell with and among them. The word ‘Blessed’ 
works like this in a way that neither lucky nor happy (as in the Good 
News version) do. This is because what Jesus has in mind is 
Deuteronomy chapters 27 – 30.  These chapters describe the blessings 
and curses which Israel will suffer depending on whether they obey the 
covenant or not. This sense of being under God’s curse had worked itself 
into Israel’s heart, mind and soul and thus defined who they were. But 
Jesus, instead of reinforcing this, he says to  them you are Blessed. Israel 
  



 
 
 
still felt they were under God’s curse because he had not answered their 
prayers, but Jesus says to them you are ‘blessed’. Israel felt abandoned 
and that God’s glory was still far away, but Jesus says to them you are 
Blessed. This declaration that now was the time for Blessings is the heart 
of Yancy’s three ‘M’s’ of Message, Miracles and Mission work like they 
do. These three only make sense because now Israel knows that God is 
keeping his promises. 
 
  Our lives too are to be filled by this same jaw dropping sense of being 
Blessed. Paul does this by using the idea of wisdom to expound the 
meaning of Blessed here in Colossians 1 and all that it says about Jesus. 
We know that we are Blessed by the whole language of the road map 
gently helping us to learn how to live post vaccine. We know we are 
Blessed is to define how we use our building so that we may be a blessing 
to our town as we share his blessings with others. We know we are 
Blessed urges us to live our lives as generously, as openly and as kindly 
as we can because we can not keep this being Blessed within. The 
Beatitudes in their upside down way remind us that when we are asked 
how we are, we remind ourselves that we are Blessed and they are a 
prompt us to be blessing to others. Why do I say this? The only answer is 
with the question, ‘What is God’s time now?’ and the answer is… that we 
are blessed!! 
 
Questions on Colossians 1 : 15 – 20 ‘Beatitudes: Lucky are the Unlucky’     

 
1 Do you find learning enjoyable? If so why, but also if not, then why? 
 
2 What makes the Beatitudes feel so vibrant but also so odd? 
 
3 If the Beatitudes are to mould and shape our lives, why is it dangerous  
  to merely see them as merely aspirations or as something you do only  
  during the time of Lent? 
 
4 Why do you think that Andy says Jesus’ message can by summarised  
  by the word ‘Blessed’? 
 
5 Read Deuteronomy 27–30 and why do you think these chapters made  
  Israel feel that they were under God’s curse and not his blessing? 
 
6 How does the message of Jesus help Israel to learn that they are now  
  blessed by God?’ 
 
7 What does it mean to you to be blessed by Jesus and how is this to  
  shape and mould how you live? 
 


