
 
 
 

Notes on Hebrews 4:14 – 16   ‘Temptation: Showdown in the Desert’ 
   

  I love the panels that were kept from the old pulpit and put into the 
new, but what is missing here? The simple answer is virtually everything! 
Chapter 5 is probably one of the most important chapters in the book as 
a whole. It is like the glue that holds the rest of the book together. Yancy 
observes that the creeds of the church are good, but they are also very 
incomplete. They fail to tell the whole story of who Jesus really is and for 
Yancy this book is a testimony to his discovery and consequent 
excitement about who Jesus really is. I remember that exciting moment 
when this penny dropped for me; is it also the same for you? 
 
  Can you name the seven deadly sins? If you can then this may explain 
why you are not able to really understand the Temptation story as 
written in the Gospels. If you read these stories to provide clues as to 
how you can either overcome temptation, or the enemy, then you have 
just gutted the whole story of its life and soul. In chapter 4 what struck 
me the most what the genius link Yancy makes with for the first two 
temptations (in Matthew’s account) with how chapter 5 explains the 
importance of what the Gospels say about Jesus’ ministry. In the first 
temptation Jesus refused to make bread but yet he twice fed the crowds 
who flocked to hear him who then wanted to make him King because 
wasn’t this what God’s Promised King and Messiah would do? In the 
second temptation Jesus refuses to do the spectacular to gain a following 
but yet in the Gospels we read stories of him healing again and again 
such that the Gospel spread like wildfire throughout the land that raised 
his profile so high that he could no longer enter towns easily. We will be 
entering the chapters which are missing from the creeds as they give us 
the opportunity to grasp who Jesus really and truly is as we understand 
his Message, his Mission and his Miracles. This is why the Evangelists 
used them to explain and to demonstrate why Jesus is and brings Good 
News as the Son of God, or the King of the Jews. 
 
  In chapter 4 Yancy takes us from the story of Eden and Adam’s failure 
in the garden, because of the serpent, straight to the desert and Jesus 
being tempted by the devil. Though this is right, Yancy has missed out 
another story which links these three temptations together; which is it? 
The answer is when Israel was in the wilderness after being given the 
covenant at Sinai. Here Israel, like Adam, failed to live as the People of 
God and their vocation as being a nation of God’s Priests and Kings. In 
the desert the three temptations challenge Jesus as regards his identity 
and his vocation. Yancy on pages 70 and 71 quotes from Malcolm 
Muggeridge who asks about what sort of Messiah would Jesus be and 
this is the heart of the temptation story and in particular the third 
temptation. In this temptation Jesus is tempted to be the Messiah, but 
one without a cross. Again Yancy is excellent here and he  notes that  this 
 
 
 



 
 
 
is why the creeds jump straight from Jesus’ birth to the cross and 
resurrection because they understand rightly that this is how Jesus fulfils 
his vocation as the Son of God, or the King of the Jews. But in the 
Gospels, we are given a far bigger and better picture than the creeds are 
ever able to.  The third temptation offers a cross-free Messiahship if he 
would only worship the enemy but Jesus refuses to take such a short cut, 
or broad way in his vocation. Instead he will take the way of the cross 
and the glory of being the servant of God demonstrated so powerfully in 
Gethsemane where he prayed ‘Not my will but yours’. 
 
  The temptation story asks ‘What sort of Messiah will Jesus be?’ and 
‘How will he fulfil his vocation?’ The answer to this will be explored in 
the Gospels. For us the story asks ‘What sort of Christian, or church, 
shall we be? and ‘How shall we fulfil our vocation? The answers we give 
are based on the question, ‘Who do we worship, or bow down to?’ I 
treasure deeply how we provide for our town and how our name is 
known but I ask ‘How are we to continue to do this when, like Jesus, we 
are tired and hungry?’ We are to refuse the temptation of short cuts, of a 
discipleship without a cross which means the ongoing difficult task of 
listening to Jesus as we read our Bibles with open hearts, minds and 
souls. Something that really resonates with me is the ‘Try Praying’ 
initiative that seeks to catch the covid praying wave and the simplicity of 
us taking one and giving it to someone. Yancy ends with reading from 
Hebrews 4 because he wants to comfort, to encourage and to inspire us 
to live out the Kingdom of God here in Dronfield. 
 
Questions on Hebrews 4:14 – 16 ‘Temptation: Showdown in the Desert’ 

 
1 Why does chapter 5 make such a difference to how we read the Gospels  
  and understand who Jesus is? 
 
2 How does Yancy connect the first two temptations in Matthew with the  
  rest of Jesus’ ministry? 
 
3 How does Jesus in the desert imitate the story of Eden and Israel’s  
  journey through the wilderness? But what is the key difference? 
 
4 On pages 70 and 71 Yancy quotes from Malcolm Muggeridge, why does  
  he do this and what point is Malcolm Muggeridge making? 
 
5 What was Jesus tempted to do if he chose to worship the devil? 
 
6 How we tempted when we ask ‘What sort of Christian, or church, shall  
  we be? Or ‘How shall we fulfil our vocation?’ 
 


